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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may.

Breanne Russell
Staff Writer

Surviving 
the Season

James Robinson
Staff Writer

Yef another holiday season has passed. The 
plentiful feasts have been eaten, the gifts have 
been unwrapped, and the dazzling decorations 
have been packed away, awaiting next year’s 
celebrations.

Although the habitual season of gift giving 
is over, there is one precious gift that can be 
given, and must be given, all year long—a 
blood donation. According to the American 
Red Cross, “5 million patients need life-saving 
blood transfusions each year in the United 
States.” People need blood transfusions for 
many different reasons, including treatment 
of traumatic injuries, surgery, and treatment 
of severe illnesses and bleeding disorders. On 
average, one out of every seven people entering 
the hospital will need blood. Since 1970, 
the month of January has been designated 
as National Blood Donor Month in order to 
recognize the heroic blood and platelet donors 
who provide this life-saving gift. The American 
Red Cross says, “Maintaining a sufficient blood

Dennos Inuit Expansion Pg. 6 & 7
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Red for a Reason
Recognizing National Blood Donor Month in TC

supply for patients is difficult at this time of year 
because extreme winter weather and seasonal 
illnesses often impact donor turnout.” During 
this season especially, people are encouraged 
to roll up their sleeves to donate blood to help 
maintain an adequate blood supply for patients.

Much of the blood supply in Michigan is 
provided by the organization Michigan Blood 
(MI Blood). Founded in 1955, this non-profit 
organization is dedicated to “helping people 
make a lifesaving difference through blood 
products and service excellence.” MI Blood 
provides services such as blood collection, 
storage, and distribution. The organization 
is a member of America's Blood Centers, “a 
network of community blood banks spanning 
North America that provides half the U.S. blood 
supply.” MI Blood provides blood products, 
including whole blood and blood components 
such as red blood cells, platelets, and plasma, to 
more than 50 hospitals throughout the state.

Regionally, this organization supplies blood

NMC's University Center Pg. 8

to Munson Medical Center in Traverse City, Paul 
Oliver Memorial Hospital in Frankfort, West 
Shore Medical Center in Manistee, Kalkaska 
Memorial Health Center in Kalkaska, and the 
Munson Healthcare Centers in Cadillac and 
Grayling. MI Blood “collects more than 120,000 
blood donations at nine permanent sites and 
more than 3,700 mobile blood drives statewide” 
in order to maintain the blood supply for these 
hospitals. According to Michigan Blood public 
relations coordinator, Allison Beers, “Michigan 
Blood is the sole supplier of blood for Munson 
Healthcare and all affiliates,” so a person who 
decides to donate blood “could be saving the life 
of a friend, neighbor or loved one.”

Students, faculty, and community members 
who are interested in supporting the efforts of 
MI Blood have several options. Community 
organizations, places of worship, and individuals 
may contact Michigan Blood to host a blood 
drive by calling 1-866- 642-5663.

Continued on pg. 3

The snow is here. And with it, 
the early-morning shoveling, the 
seemingly unavoidable jump-starts 
and' layer upon layer of clothing 
such that one might be mistaken for 
a walking department store. Every 
winter, when blizzards bear down and 
the landscape becomes reminiscent 
of Planet Hoth, one word comes to 
mind: survival. Almost overnight, 
our surroundings become an obstacle 
course, a trial of endurance. And our 
primary goal is to make it out alive.

It’s nothing new. We’ve been 
through it before. And every year, as 
in years past, we resolve to be better 
prepared. But summer is a tricky 
season, that invites forgetfulness. So 
each winter we approach the snow 
and ice-filled gamut with renewed 
ignorance. We cross our fingers and 
hope for the best, a blissful, yet risky, 
strategy. Ever mindful of our seasonal 
amnesia, we at the White Pine Press 
have prepared some tips for surviving 
the season.

Remember, ice and cars don’t mix. 
Between 2004 and 2013, almost 
1.3 million automobile accidents 
were weather-related. The right tires 
can mean the difference between a 
safe drive home and a tow truck— 
or worse. Most cars come factory 
outfitted in all-weather tires, which 
are designed to perform in various 
seasonal conditions from rain to light 
snow. However, all-season tires are no 
match for torrential snow and black 
ice. So it may be time to upgrade. 
Snow and winter tires are specifically 
designed to tackle the hazards of 
extreme weather. With flexible 
rubber, unique tread and heightened 
traction, these tires go one-on-one 
against harsh roads and will keep you 
and those around you safe.

According to Northern Express, a 
michiganautolaw.com analysis states 
that over the last five years, one fourth 
of the most dangerous intersections 
in Michigan are located in Grand 
Traverse County. The intersection at 
US-31 and South Airport came in 
third with 56 accidents in total.

Tax Troubles Pg. 9
Continued on pg. 4
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Two Iconic Names in Hollywood Pass
Music icon David Bowie and actor Alan Rickman, known for his portrayal of Severus 

Snape in the Harry Potter films, both passed away mid-January at age 69. Just two days 

prior to his death, Bowie released his 27th studio album, Blackstar. Along with this, he de

buted a video for his latest single, “Lazarus” which seems to portray Bowie’s acceptance of 

death. Bowie and Rickman are remembered for their significant music and film contribu

tions.

Water Crisis in Flint Ml
Residents of Flint, Michigan are without fresh water, as their current supply is 

contaminated by lead. The damage stems from a decision two years ago by the state to 

save money by switching Flint's water supply from Lake Huron to the Flint River. Local, 

state, and federal government are all working to supply fresh water to the area and solve 

the issues that surround the crisis.

Lawsuit Demands U.S. Removes 
"In God We Trust" from Currency

A new lawsuit filed on behalf of several atheist plaintiffs argues the phrase “In God We 

Trust” on U.S. money is unconstitutional and calls for the government to get rid of it. 

Sacramento attorney Michael Newdow filed the lawsuit on Jan. 11 in Akron, Ohio. He’d 

unsuccessfully sued the government at least twice by challenging the use pf the phrase 

“under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Red for a Reason
Continued from pg. 1

If an individual is at least 17 years old (16 with a parent or guardian’s permission) 
and weighs at least 110 pounds, they can volunteer to donate blood at a mobile blood 
drive or at one of the organizations nine permanent donation centers. Mobile blood 
drives can be found by visiting Michigan Blood’s website. Click on the “Donating” tab 
and scroll down to “Find A Blood Drive.” This will open a new window that allows 
users to enter their zip code and the distance they are willing to travel to attend a blood 
drive. The webpage will then generate a list of nearby blood drives. Permanent donation 
centers can be found in Grand Rapids, Grandville, St. Joseph, Portage, Saginaw, Bay 
City, Midland, and right here in Traverse City! The donation center in Traverse City is 
located across the street from the Parsens Stulen building at the NMC Aero Park campus 
(2575 Aero Park Drive). Donors can call 231-935-3030 to make an appointment.

The donation process at Michigan Blood is very quick and simple. The entire process 
takes approximately one hour. Whether you’re a first time donor or a seasoned veteran, 
every blood donor follows these basic steps: registration, health screening, donation, 
and a brief rest period. Upon arriving for an appointment, a donor must check in at 
the front desk. Donors will be asked to present a photo ID or two forms of non-photo 
identification. A 16 year-old donor will also need to present a parental consent form. 
Once they have registered, the donor will be asked to fill out a brief questionnaire about 
their health and will receive a minor health screening. This health screening checks a 
donor’s temperature, pulse, and blood pressure. A small drop of blood is also taken 
from a fingertip in order to test the donor’s iron level. If all is well, they are allowed to 
donate. The donation usually takes only 5 to 7 minutes (8 to 10 minutes, according to 
the American Red Cross), in which time the donor is seated comfortably. Afterwards, 
the donor should take around 15 minutes to sit, relax, and enjoy a snack (cookies!). 
After 56 days, if a donor is healthy, they are allowed to donate again.

As Beers explains, “There is no artificial replacement for blood. The only option is 
by human donation.” By donating blood during National Blood Donor Month, donors 
can extend the holiday spirit by providing a very precious gift—the gift of life.

Traverse City MI Blood Donor Center: 
2575 Aero Park Drive, Phone: 231-935-3030

Whole Blood Donation Hours 
Monday 8:00am - 3:00pm
Tue. & Thur. 10:30am - 6:00pm
Wed. & Fri. Closed
1st Sat. each month 9:00am - Noon 
Sunday Closed

Apheresis Donation Hours 
Monday 8:00am - 5:00pm
Tue.&Thur. 10:30am - 4:00pm
Wednesday Closed
Friday 6:00am - 2:00pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3:00pm

Spring & Summer 2016

Looking for engaging and 
outgoing personalities ~

UhfthM LHtl" dlr® sesessary

Email Scott@2BaysDJs.com 
to learn more about this

Igill

exciting opportunity.

Pictured Right 
Above:

Allison Beers, 
Ml Blood 
Public 
Relations 
Coordinator for 
NW Michigan

Pictured Right 
Below:

Traverse City 
Donation Area 
at
T.C Donation 
Center

Photos 
courtesy 
of Ml Blood
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Surviving the Season
Continued from pg. 1

Three Mile and US-31, South Airport and Garfield, 
Division and West Front and Barlow and Lafranier also made 
the cut, sharing 169 accidents between them.

Take special heed when you are driving in the winter. Clear 
your car of snow and ice so it doesn’t fly into the windshield 
of a fellow commuter. Turn your headlights on and clear 
them of snow. Drive cautiously and allow yourself plenty of 
time to stop. Wear your seatbelt, put your phone away and 
watch for deer. Remember, the smallest distraction can lead 
to an accident. Lastly, be aware of black ice. When the temp 
is below 32 degrees and rain is falling, a thin, clear sheet of ice 
will form on the road. Almost invisible to drivers, black ice is a 
considerable threat. Cars have little to no traction on black ice 
so stay calm and do not brake. Instead, take your foot off the 
acceleration and steer your car through it.

Severe cold impacts cars in various ways. Ice builds up in 
fuel tanks, batteries die, fluids thicken and slow, tire pressure 
drops and spark plugs deteriorate. Combat these issues before 
they become a problem. Always keep your tank full, have 
jump cables handy, check your tire pressure and get regular 
maintenance check-ups.

Not only can freezing temps slow down your car, it can 
bring it to a complete stop. A car that won’t start, perhaps 
a mere inconvenience in town, can quickly escalate to 
emergency status in rural areas. We’ve all heard horror

stories of stranded drivers marching into the white oblivion 
for help, never to emerge. But it is a real threat. Stock your 
car with an emergency kit and it could save your life. The 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommend you equip 
your vehicle with blankets, food and water, flares, tire pump, 
sand (for traction), compass and map, flashlight and extra 
batteries, battery-powered radio, first-aid kit and plastic bags 
(for sanitation). If you do find yourself stuck in the middle of 
winter, do what you can to keep warm. Avoid overexertion, do 
minor exercises and turn the car on for 10 minutes every hour. 
Most importantly, be aware of your temperature.

Ever lose feeling in your hands and feet in the cold? 
This could be earlier onset hypothermia. When your body 
is exposed to chilly temps, 90% of your body heat escapes 
through your skin. If exposed to cold water, that loss becomes 
25 times greater. When your core temp drops to 95 degrees, 
hypothermia is setting in. Ever get the shivers? That’s your 
brain triggering muscle movements in hopes of generating 
new heat. But as the body functions slow during hypothermia, 
shivering ceases. Breathing becomes shallow and slow. Other 
symptoms include confusion, drowsiness, irregular speech and 
loss of coordination. Luckily, unless severe, hypothermia can 
be reversed by replacing wet articles of clothing with warm 
and dry ones, moving afflicted person to heated shelter and 
giving them warm liquids. If person is unresponsive, call 911.

To ward against hypothermia DON’T dress to impress, 
dress to stay warm. You may look like you battled a pile of 
laundry and lost, but at the end of the day you’ll have all your 
fingers and toes—nothing is more fashionable than a full set 
of digits. Hat, coat, scarf, gloves, snow pants and boots are 
staple items for winter readiness. A sturdy pair of boots not 
only keeps your feet nice and toasty, they prevent slips and 
falls. But just as our bodies are susceptible to the elements, so 
are the everyday luxuries we come to depend on.

We’ve all wailed in frustration when our lights go off and 
our electronics shut down. But loss of power in the winter 
means more than just a tedious evening without Netflix. 
Only two winters ago, cities surrounding Traverse went weeks 
without power. Power outages can mean no cooking, no water 
and no heat for extended periods of time. Be ready with extra 
provisions such as drinking water, canned and no-cook food. 
Blankets, sleeping bags and extra clothing can keep you warm, 
as well as fire places or kerosene heaters. External generators 
are also handy, but expensive. However, the CDC warns not 
to use them inside or near the home air intake due to carbon 
monoxide risks.

So go forth and get your winter on. Let’s be prepared, stay 
safe and try to enjoy. With any luck, we’ll make it out the 
other side!

No Monthly Service Charge

FREE Debit/ATM Card »
Over 30,000 ATMs Nationwide

FREE e-Statements, e-Alerts and e-Notices z/

FREE EasyPay

CHECKING
ACCOUNT

231.946.7090
Federally insured by NCUA.

CREDIT UNION
Locally connected. Personally invested.
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Letters from the Editor CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by Kenna Marar and KayLeigh Johnson

Laureen Horan
Editor in Chief What Goals Do You Have for 2016?

Welcome back to NMC! Winter is always an interesting time on campus. The squirrels are hiding, 
the plows are plowing, and the snow is certainly falling. Even though it’s a blizzard outside most of 
the time, we Michiganders tend to be pretty resilient and are used to facing the extremes of lots of 
snow and even worse—homework. The first edition of the White Pine Press of 2016 aims to help 
students plan for the near future regarding their financial and academic success. Taking care of things 
like registration, taxes, and your FAFSA early in the year will help you transition seamlessly into your 
next fall semester. This issue also touches on safety, why its important to drive much slower in cold 
weather conditions, and how you can help save lives by donating a pint of blood.

Whatever your resolutions may be this year, never forget to make time to be more creative. Pick 
up an interesting book to read, break out the crayons and coloring books and give yourself some chill 
time. It’s easy to feel as bored as a board in the midst of a Michigan winter, but keeping your mind 
occupied and indulging in creativity will help you keep a positive mind and help the semester fly by. 
It will be spring before you know it!

Do you have story ideas? Do you want to see us do a contest? Do you want to join our team? Please 
pass ideas, questions and comments to lhoran@nmc.edu. Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram and Twitter!

u Keep a steady job and move 
forward in my career."

"Graduate."

ZACH HOWE
Psychology

Like
on

facebook
facebook.com/thewhitepinepress

RYAN LOPACKI
Nursing

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: The White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed with 
your name, address and phone number. Let
ters may be edited for clarity, grammar, spell
ing and length. Opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of The White Pine Press 
staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110

"Pass my classes."

COURTNEY GAYLORD
Education

"I want to be more fit so when I transfer I 
can try out for the football team."

PAYTON KNAPP
Transfer Student

"Get good grades in all my classes so I can 
transfer."

KALYN HAVENS
General Studies

Non-Discrimination Policy Notice
Northwestern Michigan College is committed to a policy of equal 

opportunity for all persons and does not unlawfully discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, religion, disability, genetic information, 
height, weight, marital status or veteran status in employment, educational 
programs and activities, and admissions, nmc.edu/nondiscrimination
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Emphasizing the

Dennos Uses Donation to Expand Exhibit

Above: Polar Bear guards the entrance to the Dennos Mj 
Photo Courtesy of Gene Jenneman

r's Inuit Gaiiery

Below: Children tour the Inuit Exhibit at Dennos Museum 
Photo Courtesy nf Gene Jenneman
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I
James Robinson
Staff Writer

Tucked under the lofty pines of Northwestern Michigan Colleges main campus stands 
one of northern Michigan’s cultural treasures—The Dennos Museum Center. Opened in 
1991, the Dennos Museum Center aims “to engage, entertain and enlighten” its visitors 
with a variety of programs and exhibitions. It functions as a regional epicenter of discovery, 
education, and cultural appreciation.

The museums signature exhibit is the collection of Inuit art from the Baffin Island area of 
Nunavut, Canada. According to Gene Jenneman, executive director of The Dennos Museum 
Center, this collection “has achieved prominence as one of the most historically complete 
collections of contemporary Inuit art in the United States.” Longtime museum supporters, 
Barbara and Dudley Smith III, recently donated $1 million to NMC in order to expand 
this iconic exhibit. With construction expected to begin later this year, the White Pine Press 
wanted to explore this remarkable exhibit and the culture behind it. What is the history of 
their namesake exhibit, and how will its expansion impact the college and community?

The Inuit are the aboriginal people of Canada. They inhabit the arctic and subarctic regions 
of Canada including Nunavut, the Northwest Territories, northern Quebec, and the coastal 
regions of Labrador. Similar aboriginal groups also inhabit arctic regions in Greenland, Alaska, 
and northeastern Siberia. The word Inuit means “the people” in their primary language— 
Inuktitut. They lived in the Canadian Arctic for thousands of years. Originally, they led a 
nomadic lifestyle—moving from place to place while hunting and fishing. With the arrival 
of Europeans and the establishment of a centralized Canadian government, the Inuit lifestyle
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has changed to be more sedentary with many now living in settled communities. Although 
they’ve faced pressure from the outside world, the Inuit have managed to adapt and preserve 
their cultural values, as can be seen in their modern artwork.

While this artwork could be displayed at major art museums in Chicago or New York 
City, we are privileged to display it here in Traverse City. The primary reason, according to 
Jenneman, is that “Eugene Power, who was born and raised in Traverse City, was the first 
to import Inuit art into the United States. He did so after meeting James Houston, the 
Canadian artist who brought the art out of the Arctic in the late 1940 s.” Power set up a non
profit gallery, Eskimo Art Inc., in Ann Arbor in order to bring Inuit art to the United States. 
In 1960, Wilbur C. Munnecke, a board member of Eskimo Art Inc., donated a collection 
of Inuit carvings to the Osterlin Library. The library director at that time, Bernie Rink, 
sponsored an exhibition and sale of the carvings. As Jenneman explains, “Enough Inuit art 
was sold to support a year-round exhibition program and investment in more carvings, as 
well as the newly developed stone cut and stencil prints that had been released from the Cape 
Dorset print studio on Baffin Island. By 1964 the Inuit Art Exhibit and Sale was noted as 
an annual event and the NMC Library was designated as one of the new Inuit art outlets 
in the United States authorized by the Canadian government.” The collection was stored in 
the Osterlin Library for nearly 30 years before the Dennos Museum Center opened in 1991.

The Inuit art collection is a vital component of the museum. Jenneman says, “It is the Inuit 
Art collection that gives the Dennos international stature among art museums in the United 
States. Without this unique collection we would not have this international reputation, but 
would be one of many nice, small art museums in the U.S. without a distinguishing feature.” 
The collection currently contains 1,500 objects, including prints, drawings, sculptures,

textiles, and artifacts. Among these objects are many significant works of art, such as The 
Enchanted Owl by Kenojuak Ashevak, The Dancing Bear by Pauta Saila, and 'The Caribou 
by Osuitok Ipeelee. For students and community members, this collection provides an 
opportunity “to see how the art of another culture reflects the story of its people, its culture 
and its history.”

The collection is expected to grow in the coming years, so the expansion of the gallery is 
greatly needed. The expansion will add 2,650 square feet, wrapping around the existing Inuit 
gallery, and will include additional storage space for the expanding collection. Jenneman 
says, “The additional storage space will allow us to prepare for the expected growth” and “the 
additional gallery space will allow us to showcase more of the collection at any one time. While 
it would never be practical, nor desirable, to show the entire collection, there are, because of 
space considerations, important works that are not always on view.” The expansion will allow 
the museum “to showcase these important works and exhibit a broader representation of the 
collection to the community.”

Are you interested in supporting the Dennos Museum Center? One of the simplest ways 
to support the museum is to visit regularly to observe new exhibitions or to attend programs 
and concerts. Those who would like to play a more supportive role can become a financial 
donor to the museum annual fund. The museum also needs volunteer staff for the front desk, 
museum store, tour guides, and gallery preparators for exhibit installation and take down. 
Those interested in volunteering should contact Megan Heator, Dennos Museum Operations 
Manager, at 231-995-1595.
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Laureen Horan
Editor in Chief

NMC's University Center
Bringing Higher Education to Traverse City

Over the duration of each semester, 
students are required to make important 
decisions that will shape and mold their 
academic path and have lasting effects on 
their future. While many NMC students 
already have a specific major and focus area 
to pursue, there are plenty of students who 
either have an undeclared major or they just 
picked a program so they could get started on 
their general credits. Whatever your major 
may be, if you plan to continue attending 
college after receiving an associates degree, 
you have some big decisions to make.

Due to the fact that NMC is a two-year 
community college, those who are trying to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree or more have some 
important questions to consider. To which 
school should I transfer? How far away do I 
need to move? Are jobs and housing readily 
available in the area of my new campus? 
How easily can I transfer my NMC credits? 
Having to uproot and relocate for college can 
be challenging, stressful and expensive. This 
is especially so if students have children and 
spouses to consider. Fortunately, there is an 
option for many NMC students that would 
allow them to pursue a higher degree without 
having to leave the area. Welcome to the 
University Center (UC).

Since 1995, the NMC University Center 
has been the home of several partnerships 
between NMC and senior universities 
located throughout Michigan, offering 
select bachelor's degree, graduate, doctorate, 
certificate and endorsement programs. 
Students attending the University Center can 
complete a four year degree, or go further 
if they choose, without having to leave the 
Northwestern Michigan region. As the 
mission statement of the UC states, “Students 
can ‘start here and stay here’ to fulfill their 
educational goals without being away from 
families, their jobs or their communities”

The University Center partners with 
various universities found in Michigan, 
helping students access and afford some 
of the best programs the state has to offer. 
Found inside the University Center are 
these schools: Central Michigan University, 
Davenport, Eastern Michigan, Ferris State, 
Grand Valley State, Michigan State, Spring 
Arbor and Western Michigan. Between these 
schools, more than 50 different programs 
are available, ranging in everything from 
business, to health, to education.

Students who attend the University Center 
have the same benefits as any other NMC 
student. Sometimes, a student may actually

be dual-enrolled at both NMC and another 
location because NMC offers a required class 
that would be cheaper than taking it through 
the bigger university.

In the interest of exploring student 
perspectives, the White Pine Press chatted 
with several University Center students about 
their experience.

Abbie Andrzejak is a social work major 
who has now been attending Ferris through 
the UC for two years. “The university center 
allowed me to stay in Traverse City, which is a 
huge convenience for me. After moving from 
the UP to Traverse City, I fell in love with 
the area and did not want to leave if I could 
help it. I also like having small class sizes. 
The fact that my professors not only know 
my name, but know me, as a person, is very 
important to me as well.” When asked if she 
thought her quality of education would be as 
good as she expected, Andrzejak stated, “My 
classes have challenged me in a positive way. 
As I mentioned, my teachers grow to know 
each student and are very understanding 
if someone needs help or falls behind due 
to a real life emergency. I would strongly 
encourage they consider the UC.”

Wesley Mayer attends Grand Valley State 
University through the UC, and he says that

though the classes weren’t as challenging as 
he’d hoped, that the UC is still a valid option 
that can benefit many students. “The classes 
were not as dynamic or as thorough as I 
had hoped. Almost all of the classes I have 
taken have the understanding that college 
is a secondary function to most students. 
Primarily, they have jobs or families to take 
care of, and the classes are less challenging or 
perhaps, more understanding, because of this. 
In my first semester, I wanted to be sincerely 
challenged and feel like I was a part of 
academia. I didn’t have this feeling at the UC. 
It didn’t quite feel serious enough. Mostly, I 
would say that the Center is a great start, and 
the more interest it garners, the bigger and 
better it will become. So check it out! It’s an 
amazing concept that can only get better with 
more participation.”

The University Center is located at 2200 
Dendrinos Drive, about half a mile north 
of the intersection of Cass Street and South 
Airport Road. You can check it out online at 
www.nmc.edu/UC or call 231-995-1777 for 
more information.

F Ferris State University TRAVERSE CITY

Be inspired.
NMC

University
Center

Your dream of earning your bachelor’s degree is within reach
thanks to the partnership between Perris State University and
Northwestern Michigan College. Take your Perris classes on
the campus of NMC and walk into your future without walking
away from your community. Be inspired. Be successful right
where you are.
ferris.edu/traversecity 011316

Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For information on the 
University’s Policy on Non-Discrimination, visit ferris.edu/non-discrimination.
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Deanna Luton
Staff Writer

Avoiding Tax Trouble
Answering Your Questions About Tax Season

The beginning of the new year also means 
the beginning of a new tax season. For many 
people, it’s time to organize their finances. As 
the April deadline fast approaches, it’s easy to 
get behind. Taxes are levied on the income of 
workers and business profits, as well as goods 
and services rendered. They help to fund our 
government and other civic projects. Taxes 
can be intimidating and difficult for college 
students to understand.

Taxes drive currency. The institution of a 
tax which is payable in a nation’s currency 
subsequently creates a demand for that 
currency. Additionally, taxes serve to reduce 
aggregate demand. This refers to the total 
demand for final goods and services within 
an economy at any given time. It indicates 
the number of the aforementioned goods and 
services that will be purchased at that time. 
Ideally, tax revenue moves in a countercyclical 
manner. This equates to increases during 
the expansion of the economy and decreases 
during economic recession. This model 
follows a stabilized pattern of ups and downs. 
This is a lot of information to process, so the 
White Pine Press spoke to several individuals 
to break down important tax information.

Interview with Verena Chaddock, Private 
Tax Attorney
WPP: What do you recommend for 
someone who is filing their taxes for the first 
time this year?
VC: Fill out a 10W40EZ, unless you’ve had 
children.

WPP: What documents are necessary in 
order to file taxes?
VC: Your W2s and any form that proves 
income, ie 1098, 1099, WZ, as well as any 
forms from the government. Additionally, if 
you have a home, your mortgage papers are 
necessary to provide.

WPP: What should someone do if they 
make a mistake on their federal tax return? 
VC: File a tax amendment with the IRS.

Furthermore, taxes are important to 
college students specifically because they 
are determinant in the amount of financial 
aid received from the federal government. 
The tax information that is entered into the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) is directly related to the amount 
of aid a student is eligible for. This is a very 
time sensitive issue because the sooner you 
complete the FAFSA, the more aid is available 
to you. This immense wealth of financial aid 
begins to dry up. Fund availability begins to 
deplete after March 1.

Interview with Linda Berlin, NMC
Financial Aid Advisor
WPP’. Can you explain the correlation

between tax records and the reception of 
financial aid?
LB: Students and parents are required to 
provide financial information on income, 
taxes, and assets when completing the 
FAFSA. The best way to provide this is 
to use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool (DRT) 
to import it from the IRS directly to the 
FAFSA. If their record is selected for a 
process called Verification by the Dept. of 
Education or the school, they will be asked 
to provide more documentation, including a 
Tax Return Transcript from the IRS if they 
did not use the DRT, and W2 forms.

If students or parents do not file, delay, or 
file incorrectly, it can make the process of 
applying for federal aid challenging. For 
example, we cannot give aid to students 
when we know there is an error on their tax 
return. They must amend it and provide 
proof.

WPP-. Should a student wait until they and/ 
or their parent’s tax return is complete before 
they fill out the FAFSA?
LB: They can/should submit the FAFSA 
with estimates to meet early state an'd 
school deadlines but should do a correction 
when their taxes are done to upload the 
information directly from the IRS tax site.

WPP’. What is the federal tax verification 
process?
LB: The Dept. of Education selects many 
students for verification of the FAFSA 
responses (30+% of NMC students are 
selected). It is not just verification of the 
tax information, but can also be household 
size, assets, and other elements. Schools are 
also required to verify information if they see 
conflicting information.
studentaid. ed.gov/sa/ fafsa/next-
steps#verification

WPP-. How does someone obtain a federal 
tax transcript?
LB: The IRS provides it: https://www.irs. 
gov/Individuals/Get-Transcript. There are a 
lot of system difficulties. For a short time, 
you could open and print it on the IRS 
website, but they experienced fraud problems 
and shut it down. You can order it by mail 
or call in (but good luck getting through).
We are fortunate in TC because our local IRS 
office is friendly and taxpayers can walk in 
and get a printed tax return transcript.

Student Interview: Emma Dunham
WPP: Have you filed taxes before?
ED: Yes, I’ve been filing them since the age 
of 16.

WPP: How do you file your taxes?
ED: I file them on my own with my mom’s 
help.

WPP: Do you have any advice for someone 
who is filing their taxes for the first time this 
year?
ED: Don’t be so intimidated that you’re 
afraid to ask for help! It’s not expensive to 
have someone file them for you.

WPP: Did you have trouble transferring 
your tax information to your FAFSA?
ED: Yes, I had to repeatedly submit the same 
financial information.

WPP: Where do you go for help when you 
have questions on filing taxes?
ED: My mom is a financial advisor so there 
has never been a need to seek additional 
assistance.

Student Interview: Kori Wickham 
WPP: Have you filed taxes before?
KW: I have in classes in high 
school to get me prepared for the real world. 
Other than that, I am still waiting to file 
them when I am an independent.

Think you may be 
pregnant?
We can provide you with vital information 

concerning pregnancy through our free 

clinical test and ultrasound.

Schedule an appointment by

calling 231-929-3488.
Free. Safe. Confidential.

www.know4sure.org

Pregnancy Com Cwfep

Our mission is to serve you by providing 
important information and professional care 
with compassion and integrity

WPP: How do you file your taxes?
KW: I file my taxes with my mother.

WPP: Do you have any advice for someone 
who is filing their taxes for the first time this 
year?
KW: Make sure you talk to someone who 
has filed them before and ask them the 
best places to contact to attain ALL the 
information you need. MAKE SURE you ask 
if there is anything else you should know and 
more because taxes are something that takes 
some practice.

WPP: Did you have trouble transferring 
your tax information to your FAFSA?
KW: Only because it took a minute to locate 
where our taxes were within the house.

WPP: Where do you go for help when you 
have questions on filing taxes?
KW: My parents are always a good one.
Other than that, you can start calling 
businesses such as the Secretary of State and 
local businesses so that they can give you tips 
on who to call for your tax questions.
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We Laugh, We Cry, We Support Local Theatre
Ringing in the New Year with the Old Town Playhouse

Taylor McLain
Staff Writer

Get ready for a year full of art, as 
entertainment and education blend together 
for the Old Town Playhouse 2016 season. The 
White Pine Press has interviewed Phil Murphy, 
executive director of the Old Town Playhouse 
(OTP), to bring you the latest info about its 
upcoming productions.

The OTP is a volunteer-based organization 
promoting quality community theatre 
experiences for the people of northwest 
Michigan by providing educational 
opportunities and entertainment in the 
theatrical arts. Created in April 1960 to bring 
amateur theatre to northern Michigan, the 
OTP has since grown into a widely recognized 
part of our community and the theatre scene 
as well.

Located just three blocks from Front 
Street in Traverse City, the OTP season runs 
annually from September through May with 
a variety of productions. Murphy said that he 
and the OTP staff were “very pleased with the 
selection for the upcoming season.” Another 
facet they’re very pleased with is the recent 
renovations to the Playhouse Main Stage 
Theatre, which is located at the corner of Cass 
& East 8th Street.

WPP was given a tour of their most recent 
renovations, which include comfortable new 
seating, wonderful new light and sound 
equipment, and a new permanent loft for 
orchestra, all of which cost roughly half a 
million dollars. The price would’ve blown 
them completely out of this world if not for

GET TO KNOW PLANNED PARENTHOOD. 
VISIT US TODAY (5) PPWNM.ORG

TEXT PREVENTION TO 51555 FOR 10 FREE CONDOMS

10

the dedication of all the wonderful volunteers 
who give their time and expertise to continue 
the wonderful tradition that the OTP has 
become.

We’re looking forward to the many 
wonderful plays coming to the Main Stage, 
such as:

Twelve Angry Men
A Heated, Intense Debate!
A 19-year-old man has just stood trial for 
the fatal stabbing of his father. “He doesn’t 
stand a chance,” mutters the guard as the 12 
jurors are taken into the bleak jury room. It 
looks like an open-and-shut case—until one 
of the jurors begins opening the others’ eyes 
to the facts. This play seeks to challenge both 
its actors and its audience with the seemingly 
simple question of “What is reasonable 
doubt?”
Director - Debbie Hershey
Performances: January 15 - January 30 
Tickets on Sale now.

Murphy added that the Playhouse has 
grown the most rapidly in just the last 10-15 
years, with many of the child actors from 
previous productions now bringing their 
grandchildren to both watch and get involved. 
The OTP has certainly grown into a tradition 
involving entire families. Keeping this in 
mind, OTP has made a conscious effort to 
strive for a balance between family-friendly

selections and more sophisticated cultural 
landmarks, a “no brainer” choice in the family 
friendly department. OTP was finally granted 
the rights to put on...

Disney and Cameron Mackintosh’s Mary 
Poppins
by Richard M. Sherman, Robert B. Sherman 
and Julian Fellowes
A musical adventure with all your favorite 
characters from the movie, Mary Poppins 
comes alive on stage. Believe in the magic 
and discover a world where anything can 
happen if you let it!
This magical family musical is based on the 
series of children’s books by P.L. Travers and 
the 1964 Disney film starring Julie Andrews 
and Dick Van Dyke.
Director - Brian Dungjen
Performances: March 4, 5, 10-12, 17-19, 24
26, at 7:30pm, March 6, 13, 20, 26 at 2pm 
Tickets on Sale Now.

However, if you’re looking for something 
more in the lines of comedy, then the show 
to see is...

Calendar Girls
Funny, Poignant and Uplifting!
Based on the true story of 11 Women’s 
Institute members who posed nude for a 
calendar to raise money for the Leukemia 
Research Fund in a very proper and reserved 
British town, Calendar Girls is a play about 
a band of women triumphing over the odds. 
The play was originally a British play and 
also a film directed by Nigel Cole. It has just 
recently been released in the United States.
It promises to be quite an evening of laughs 
and heart.
Director - Denni Don Hunting
Auditions: March 7-8 at 7pm
Performances: May 6, 7, 12-14, 19-21 at 
7:30pm, May 8 & 15 at 2pm 
Tickets on Sale: February 8.

While they play to a respectable audience, 
the OTP also wants to bring serious culture 
to Traverse City, as well as provide talented 
actors with incredible roles to play and new 
directors with a chance to focus solely on the 
play itself by using artistically minimalist (but 
sometimes very complicated) sets. For this 
reason, the OTP has set up the Studio Theatre 
at 620 Railroad Place, on the corner of East 
8 th and Woodmere.

There, OTP will serve up both laughter 
and drama with three selections. The first 
being...

The Book of Liz
Stuffed with Laughter!
Liz is the under-appreciated genius behind 
the delicious cheese balls, which serve as the 
religious community’s financial backbone. 
When her patience is tested by the local 
brethren, Liz resolves to run away and 
experience the outside world. A satire created 
by renowned satire writers Amy Sedaris and 
David Sedaris, it is sure to be smart and 
funny.
Director - Bette Killian
Performances: Feb 5, 6, 11-13, 18-20 at 
7:30pm, Feb 7 & 14 at 2pm

Next we have...

‘night Mother
Powerful and Wrenching!
The play tells the story of an epileptic woman 
in her early 40s systematically preparing her 
own death—and the frantic and touching 
efforts of her mother to stop her. This searing 
drama, which won the Pulitzer Prize on 
Broadway, is guaranteed to keep you on the 
edge of your seat.
Director - Phil Murphy
Auditions: February 15-16 at 7pm 
Performances: April 8, 9, 14-16, 21-23 at 
7:30pm, Apr 10 & 17 at 2pm 
Tickets on Sale: February 8

And finally...

The Kitchen Witches
Animated and Appetizing!
Isobel and Dolly are two “mature” cable- 
access cooking show hostesses who have 
hated each other for 30 years. When 
circumstances put them together on a TV 
show called The Kitchen Witches, the insults 
are flung harder than the food! The show 
becomes a ratings smash as Dolly and Isobel 
top both Martha Stewart and Jerry Springer! 
Director - Don Kuehlhorn
Auditions: March 28-29 @ 7pm
Performances: May 27, 28, June 2-4, 9-11 at 
7:30pm, May 29 & June 5 at 2pm 
Tickets on Sale: March 28

When asked about the potential line up for 
next year, all Murphy could confirm is that 
they won’t be ready to officially announce 
anything until March or April. However, he, 
OTP, and all of the wonderful volunteers that 
make it all possible leave us knowing that next 
season will be just as successful as this one.
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Dyana Allen
Staff Writer Local Books for Beating Boredom

The remedy to winter boredom is here: books on books, 
stacks on stacks of books. What better way to get you in that 
Michigan-loving mood than some single digit temperatures 
and a 4-foot drift in front of your door? Pull out your favorite 
classic, or give something new a try. Traverse City is full of 
artists, a lot of whom are writers, and they’ve got some reads 
for us. InsideOut Gallery recently hosted the TC Author Next 
Door Exposition featuring local authors, many who have 
recently published books.

Anne-Marie Oomen - Empire
Author of Love, Sex, and 4H, Oomen talks about how 

Michigan’s landscape has influenced her books and herself, 
something she calls “place-soul.” She further explains how 
we’re the only state surrounded by fresh water, and how 
water itself has a sense of mystery, renewal, refreshment, but 
also appeals to our primitive side, in relation to the womb. 
Oomen talks about how the elements of the landscape of 
Michigan have shaped her and her spirit. Her book American 
Map is filled with different stories, many of which you can 
get to know the meaning of place-soul. Love, Sex, and 4H, 
her most recently published book, is written about her 
childhood and how growing up in Michigan attributed 
to that. To quote her website, “Anne-Marie Oomen was a 
naive farm girl whose mother was determined to keep her 
out of trouble—by keeping her in 4H.” When asked what 
inspired her to continue writing, Oomen’s response was,
“It’s something that you can’t not do. You break your heart if 
you stop.” This is someting many artists can relate to, which 
seems to be a key element in what readers love about her 
work: how relatable it can be.

Teresa Scollon - NMC Professor
Writer and poet, Teresa J. Scollon had something beautiful 

to say about poetry and the significance of community: “Every 
poem speaks to every other poem.” This can apply to all works 
of writing. Reading and sharing writing between others can 
improve your work, give you perspective, as well as connect 
you to the authors through their work. Scollon talked about 
why she writes, how it’s important to have her work speak to 
people, and how writing can “force a moment of feeling” for 
the reader. Her advice to other writers: “Read, read, read, read, 
and put your bottom in a chair and write. Allow yourself to 
fall in love with it.”

Michael Dow - Traverse City
Michael Dow, author of the recently released Sci-Fi book 

Dark Matters had one of the most interesting responses when 
asked about his book: “I want everyone to be equally pissed 
off when they finish reading the book; that’s the goal.” His 
Kickstarter describes it as “A (mostly) fictional thrill ride to 
a not-so-distant future of extreme income inequality.” In the 
book, they discover what dark matter is, and whether or not 
it will save or destroy their world. The society is controlled by 
a consortium, which is comprised of more than 100 of the 
wealthiest companies, which run the media and research as 
well. His book focuses on the one percent but also the gaps 
and differences between them and the 99-ers in the society 
he’s created. When asked what dark matter was, to no surprise, 
Dow said you have to read the book to find out.

Mardi Jo Link - Traverse City
Michigan raised author Mardi Link published The Drummond 

Girls, a memoir based around the friendship and lives of 
eight women who met at Peegeo’s and have been traveling to 
Drummond Island, yearly, since their first time going together. 
Friendship is a strong element in the book, among the other 
cornerstones that make up the foundation of life. Link’s 
writings are inspired by her love of the lakes and the north. Her 
Michigan pride showed when she talked about how Michigan 
is the only state that holds the term “Up North.” Link’s books 
read like novels while holding true to the facts. She wants 
writers to see stories through her eyes while inspiring them 
to be more observant. Readers admire the honesty she writes 
with and how her stories all hold true, real elements of life that 
aren’t sugarcoated.

There’s a lot of value in reading books from local authors, 
particularly if you’ve grown up in Michigan. Within their 
books can be hidden elements they gained, similar to what 
Oomen calls “place-soul,” and how that molds people. Readers 
gain a sense of familiarity from their book, like being able to 
think “Peegeo’s? I go there all the time!” while also being able 
to relive someone else’s memories from the same place. The 
connection of people through paper, through words, through 
the simple act of existing in the same place, is nothing short 
of magical.

You can browse and support local stores Books-a-Million, 
Horizon, Brilliant Books, and The Bookie Joint for these titles 
and more. You can also connect with local artists through 
book signings, expos, and galleries located in TC.

University GrandXAlley 
State Universit y 

Traverse City 
REGIONAL CENTER

YOUR PATHWAY
TO A BETTER FUTURE
Grand Valley in Traverse City gives you all the education options and 
opportunities you need to finish your degree in Northern Michigan.

Bachelor’s degree in liberal studies. Design your own path to a degree 
or choose from the following concentrations:

• Behavioral science • Health and human development
• Child development and society (premed, preOT, prePA)
• Environmental leadership • Law and society (prelaw)

Health care programs. Earn a bachelor’s in allied health sciences 
or nursing R.N. to B.S.N. Or prepare to pursue a master’s degree in 
physician assistant studies.

Connect to more. Or let us help you explore many other degree 
options offered at our campuses in Allendale and Grand Rapids.

APPLY NOW!
Convenient I Affordable I Flexible I Career focused 
(231)995-1785 (888)922-1785 gvsu.edu/traverse
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College and Credit Cards
A Dangerous Combination?

Deanna Luton
Staff Writer

'Us the Season to Spend

Credit cards can be seen as a care-free and convenient 
solution to holiday spending. The appeal of plastic does not 
come without the danger of overdraft charges and late fees. 
It is critical to avoid falling into these traps set by large credit 
card companies. Selecting credit at the check-out line can feel 
like a consequence-free relief, but keeping track of paying 
back the money you borrow is key.

Our consumer society puts plenty of pressure on the 
average American to overspend during the holiday season. 
Easy access to credit is tempting when strapped for cash and 
in need of finding gifts for loved ones. With the new year 
comes paying off debt that may have accumulated over the 
holiday season. This is a time to develop fiscally responsible 
habits and get ahead of past due payments.

Student Interviews
WPP: What’s your opinion of credit cards?
Laura Quinting: I think it’s good to obtain credit to get a 
good score in order to be able to make large purchases such 
as loans for houses or cars, but I don’t have one, just a debit 
card.

WPP: How do you keep track of your credit card spending? 
LQ: If I had a credit card I would either write down every 
purchase on a checkbook to be able to tally my expenses or 
check online for my transactions.

WPP: Is it easier to be prone to making frivolous purchases 
with a credit card?
LQ: I find it easier to make frivolous purchases only due to. 
the fact that after I buy things on a credit card, at least for 
my bank, it allows me a much larger limit than I possess.

WPP: What are the pros and cons of credit cards?
LQ: Pros: you can build credit in order to buy large 
purchases such as cars and houses. Cons: it can be easy to 
forget how much money you spent or if you went over how 
much you have.

It’s wise to use credit to pay for essential items like gas 
and groceries. This can serve to build credit, which is im
portant when looking down the road at purchasing cars and 
homes. It is crucial to only spend money you can pay back, 
though. Interest will pile up if you don’t pay it off within the 
month of a purchase.

WPP. Do you have a credit card?
Morgan Swanson: No.

WPP: How do you keep track of your credit card spending? 
MS: The billing statement I receive in the mail or keeping 
track of everything I buy.

WPP: Is it easier to be prone to making frivolous purchases 
with a credit card?
MS: I personally think it depends on the individual. If you 
are prone to impulsive buying then it makes it very easy, but 
if you’re cautious about what you buy and how you spend

money, it doesn’t make a difference.

WPP: What are the pros and cons of credit cards?
MS: Pros: you can get what you want without actually 
having the money on-hand or in your account.
Cons: if you don’t keep track of how much you’re actually 
spending, it can cause you to become increasingly in debt.

WPP: Do you have any tips, tricks, or suggestions for 
students looking to apply for credit?
MS: I think if you have a credit card while you’re young you 
should only use it for necessities such as gas or groceries.
And make sure you are able to pay it off at the end of the 
month. Otherwise it will make your credit score bad, which 
won’t help in the future when you want to buy houses and 
such.

WPP: Do you have a credit card?
Ariel Newton: Yes, I have a Chase slate credit card.

WPP: How do you keep track of your credit card spending? 
AN: I used to keep the receipts, but now I just use the Chase 
mobile app. It tracks my purchases for me.

WPP: Is it easier to be prone to making frivolous purchases 
with a credit card?
AN: No, not for me.

WPP: What are the pros and cons of credit cards?
AN: Pro: building credit, Con: ruining credit.

WPP: What was the first credit card you had and do you 
still have it?
AN: Yes, Chase slate was my first and I still have it.

WPP: Do you have any tips, tricks, or suggestions for 
students looking to apply for credit?
AN: Don’t get a credit card unless you have a job. Don’t 
abuse it or you’ll ruin your credit.

Tips and Tricks
In order to avoid late fees, you can simply set up a direct 

debit to pay the minimum balance on your credit card 
monthly. Another trick to enhance self awareness is using pen 
and paper to write down the transactions that are made on 
credit. Writing a list creates a physical record of the purchases 
made. This helps to keep track of a monthly budget. Taking 
a few minutes at the end of every day to note credit spent 
makes a world of difference.

It’s important to remember to live within your means, 
even if credit does allow a person to spend money they don’t 
have in their pocket. It’s essential to refrain from being caught 
up in frivolous purchases. Sticking with credit cards that have 
no annual fee and low monthly interest helps to minimize 
unnecessary spending. It’s also essential to set boundaries. For 
example, using a credit card to purchase exclusively school 
related items keeps the individual from overspending. These 
measures make it harder for an individual to fall into harmful 
spending habits.

A Banker's Perspective
WPP. How do credit cards work?
Meghan Elliot, TBA Credit Union Branch Manager:
Credit cards are an extension of credit. You must apply for a 
credit card. Once the application is approved, a credit card 
is issued which may be used anywhere that brand of credit 
card is accepted. Common brands of credit cards include 
Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express. Credit 
cards normally have a credit line, which is a specific dollar 
amount, commonly called a credit limit. A credit limit 
establishes how much you can charge onto your credit card. 
You must make a minimum payment on your credit card 
each month, which is usually a portion of your balance. If 
you do not pay your balance in full each month, you will be 
charged interest based on the current interest rate associated 
with your card.

WPP: How would a student go about applying for a credit 
card?
ME: Students can apply for a Visa credit card with TBA 
Credit Union online via our website www.tbacu.com. 
Students are also welcome to come into the credit union and 
complete a paper application. The application requires basic 
identification information including name, address, social 
security number, income information, etc. If a student is 
under 21, a parent or qualified co-signer may be required.

WPP. Is credit better than debit?
ME: Depends on the situation! Debit cards are associated 
with checking accounts. A debit card can be used as a credit 
or a debit transaction at a store. Whether it is used as a 
credit or a debit, the money will come directly from the 
checking account linked to the debit card. Credit cards are 
not linked to a depository account. Any amounts charged to 
a credit card need to be paid back according to your credit 
card agreement. TBA Credit Union offers Visa credit cards 
with credit limits as low as $500, which require a minimum 
monthly payment of $25 if there is a balance.

WPP: Are there any special deals that TBA Credit Union 
offers to NMC students?
ME: TBA Credit Union offers a FREE checking account! 
There is a one-time $ 15 fee to become a lifetime member of 
the credit union. We also offer Visa credit cards with limits 
as low as $500. We have free online banking, mobile app 
and remote deposit capture, which enable you to make a 
deposit from the comfort of your living room using your 
smartphone. In addition, we have a Scholarship Fund of 
$1,000 available to NMC students. Please see our website 
for more details. Throughout the year, we work with NMC 
to host events on campus. Many of TBA Credit Union’s staff 
members volunteer at NMC events throughout the year as 
well.
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