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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may.

BUDGET BATTLE
Read about Paul Ryan's budget.
Democrats and liberals say he cuts

way too deeply into social programs.
Republicans and Tea Partiers say he
doesn't cut enough. Obviously, Ryan
is a totally controversial figure and
pretty much everything he says or does
causes a stir. If you want to find out
what kind of stir he's causing this time,
go to http://www.washingtonpost.
com/politics/ and check out their April
7 story on it.

pgT
PEACEMAKER
Once again, America has taken
it upon itself to be the world's

babysitter. I mean, I think it's hilarious
that the nation with the biggest military
and the most involvement in foreign
conflicts is trying to take on the role of
peacekeeper. We're talking about the
Israeli/Palestinian conflict, of course.
Why do we think it's up to us to fix this?
If you want to read an article about
John Kerry's opinion, you can. The New
York Times printed one. Go to their
website and look under the "World”
category. It’s from April 8.

"Not in my backyard"
Oh yes, Traverse City, right in your backyard
Patches McCree

Master of Ceremonies
After months and months of
controversy, those experiencing
homelessness in Traverse City
finally have a place to do it.
The battle was tough, with
neighborhood
residents
and
city commissioners at odds over
whether a building on Wellington
St. in Traverse City, formerly the
Boys and Girls Club, should be
converted to a shelter to house
the homeless on cold nights. But
the plan for the shelter, hatched
by an organization known as “Safe
Harbor,” has come to fruition.
Now, people with no place to
sleep can run for cover during the
nighttime hours from November
through April. But once morning

comes, they’re out the door till
bedtime rolls around again.
While many Traverse Citians
supported the idea, there were
also a few who foresaw some really
dangerous consequences.
“Safe Harbor” has quickly
become a synonym for Party
Central, since it provides a place
for transients, who are normally
lone wolves, to gather and share
whatever’s in their brown paper
bags. The shelter has given
SideTraxx, located just down the
street, a run for its money.
“You wanna get together with
some cool cats who won’t judge
you? Dance, party, whatever? You
can go blow your wad at SideTraxx,
where the drinks cost a fortune, or
you can just come on down to the
shelter,” posited one gypsy-like

fellow. “Our bathrooms are cleaner,
too.'
One business owner knew he’d
suffer if the shelter, which is located
close to maybe one or even two
businesses, were to open.
“I’m concerned about customers
coming to my doors and having
issues coming into my doors
because they don’t feel comfortable
coming down the street,” he said.
Now, the flood of customers
that used to rush down the dead
end street has been dammed by the
homeless, who walk threateningly
in and out of the shelter around
sundown and sunrise each day
during the cold months—which,
since this is Traverse City, is like
half the year.
Others, including the mayor,
were concerned about the potential

waste of a good business location.
The City Commission would like
to revamp Eighth St. and make it a
prime corridor for new businesses,
but there’s clearly no profit to be
found in'a homeless shelter.
“Put in a third theater, put in
a beautiful park, put in a parking
deck, put in another restaurant,”
one T.C. resident said. In other
words, anything but a shelter
for the homeless. But now, this
prime spot, right next door to the
sewage treatment plant, is being
completely overrun by people with
no money to spend.
The real problem, however, is
the draw the new shelter has for
homeless people from other areas.
One concerned citizen tried to give
warning in a comment on a TV
9&10 web post:

Continued on

SOUNDS CREEPY
Yeah this actually happened.
Apparently a bunch of people are

really mad at Kevin Rose and they
got together outside his house in San
Francisco with signs and stuff, totally
blaming him for a bunch of problems.
Like, they think it's his fault that all
these techies are flooding the city,
which is driving up the rents, and
people are like getting kicked out of
their homes. AND these techies make
waaay more money than them and that
makes them MAD! Read all about it on
Huffington Post's website, under the
tech section, April 7.
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Warning

The stories contained in this edition are fictional—though they may contain
some large grains of truth here and there. Can you tell what’s what?
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Greener
pastures
Willie Nelson

Guest Journalist

NMC'S NO SMOKING POLICY IS WORKING. EVER SINCE THE CAMPUS WENT
SMOKE-FREE A FEW YEARS AGO, STUDENT SMOKING RATES HAVE DROPPED BY 420%,
AND NOW THE FRESH AIR IS FRESHER FOR EVERYONE.
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In fact, about half of the kids in
his class, who were all on A.D.D.
medication already, have converted
to legal weed, and their teacher, Miss
Mary Jane Green, couldn’t be happier
about it.
“It’s great,” she says. “They’re so
quiet! They just sit and listen, no
fighting, no running around, no
shouting ... it’s almost like they’re
not even children!”
But schools are noticing a few
changes in the classrooms. Most
notably, the demand for snacks
throughout the day has increased,
prompting some teachers to keep
bags of Doritos scattered around
the room. There has also been an
increased incidence of children
wearing tie-die clothing.
One other notable development
has popped up:
children’s
standardized test scores have dropped
by an average of 57% since medical
marijuana has gained popularity
among kids. While causation has not
been proven, some skeptics think the
ganja is to blame.
“Creative writing and story time
have become extremely popular, but
they seem to lack interest in other
areas,” Miss Green told reporters.
“We do math and science every day,
but they don’t seem to retain much
of it.”
Miss Green says she’s sure the pot
is not to blame.
“I’m sure the government will
get to the bottom of this soon,” she
says, “they’re very vigilant about kids’
performances on standardized tests.”
In the meantime, she says,
teachers should just sit back and
enjoy the peace and quiet.
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After decades and decades of
dosing their kids with stimulants to
keep them calm and focused, parents
and teachers have found a new
pathway to peace in the classroom:
medical marijuana.
Pot has been around for ages,
and has long been known to have
a mellowing effect. But for some
reason, the medical community has
instead prescribed pills like Ritalin,
which has been shown to suppress
normal growth in children, and
Adderall, which is amphetamine—
literally—and has a reputation ' for
being addictive (in fact it’s quite
popular on the black market among
college students, who use it to cram
for tests and to stay awake to study).
But now, the back-to-nature
movement has crossed paths with
the
I-can’t-stand-these-hyper-kids
movement, and parents are tossing
the pills and heading for greener
pastures.
“When I first heard of pot for
kids, I was shocked. I mean, who
would give their kid drugs?’ queried
one mother, whose fourth-grade son
has been on Adderall since he was five
years old. “But when I heard that the
uncontrollable shaking he’s had for
the past couple of years could have
something to do with his medication,
I decided to give pot a shot.”
Now, after a month on the green
stuff, her son doesn’t shake, and
he sleeps a lot better at night, too.
Except all the middle-of-the-night
runs to the fridge.
“I keep finding Twinkie wrappers
around his bed,” his mother
complains, “but the extra housework
is worth it. He’s just so quiet I forget
he’s here sometimes. It’s fantastic.”

Wrongs righted
Mislabeled, miswritten, or misinformed
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In our previous issue we implied that we at the White Pine Press are
fallible humans, this is a misrepresentation and we apologize for any
confusion that may have been caused.
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Vladimir Putin comes out
Phillip Smallwood

Foreign Emissary
After taking so much
heat for the anti-gay rules
during the Sochi Olympics,
Vladimir Putin did some
“self-reflecting.” Putin says
that he went away to his little
cottage on Lake Karachay,
just north of Kazakhstan.
“The crackling sound of
radiation destroying Mother
Nature always puts me at
ease. It takes me back to my
childhood when my father
would take us on vacation
and we would play, ‘Kill the
Capitalist.’”
During his stay at the
cottage he went on a long
shirtless walk on the beach,
and at this moment it all
became clear. Vladimir Putin
is gay.
“I had been denying my
true sexuality for so long,”
says Putin. “All the years of
lies had me so angry, and the
Olympics was the apex. But
now I feel free and wonderful.

In fact, I was so happy that I
decided to invade Crimea in
celebration.”
Vladimir Putin’s ex-wife,
Lyudmila Putina, had a few
things to say about this recent
revelation, saying:
“I never thought this day
would come. That man was
more in touch with human
rights than he was with his
own sexuality.” Putina says
that while she is surprised he
came to terms with his true
self, she isn’t surprised that his
true self is gay.
Speaking of Putin, she
exclaimed, “He spent all his
time shirtless looking in the
mirror, and when he wasn’t
looking
through
body
building magazines he was
rubbing oil on his workout
buddies.”
Putin says that his fellow
comrades in the government
have been very supportive
of him during this time of
change. “Everyone has been
so sweet and accepting. It’s
like they know exactly what

to say to me to make me feel
accepted.” This doesn’t come
as a surprise given the new
laws Putin passed.
According to
United
Nations, the first law gives
Putin the power to strip
search any man in Russia who
“looks like I should get to
know him.” The second law is
to help spread awareness and
tolerance of gays.
Putin will be putting
up
billboards,
airing
infomercials, and creating
multiple events and festivals
to help spread “acceptance,
culture, and awareness.”
“It’s an all-around effort
that we think will be a huge
success with the Russian
people,” says Putin. However,
the law also allows Putin to
“banish anyone suspect of
being judgmental” to labor
camps. On whether Putin
has exercised this new power
yet, he says, “I do not know
what you are talking about. I
would be careful if I was you.”

YOUR FUTURE BEGINS
AT GRAND VALLEY
IN TRAVERSE CITY
Wherever you've been, wherever yot/re going,
a bachelor's degree in libers! studies from
Grand Valley Stale University in Traverse City
will help you get where you want to be.
• Start teb or Mie jprmstey earned cdhtege eremite

• Ewffliiing, hyferiid,

swd ©mite

• Cteei dte to where yo wwfe amd Awe

• SmaM cite sizes mean persenailite afertw

Learn more today!
gvsu.edu/traverse * (231) 995-1785

fniwisitv

04

April 10, 2014

news

If the beginning of this story
confuses you that's probably
because it really started on
the first page.
“I personally want to CAUTION the
Mayor ... Once again, there is a REASON
why the homeless population in ‘small
town’ Traverse City is GROWING,” he
wrote, going on to say, “The ‘endless’
amount of‘resources/services/freebies’ given
to the local homeless is the BIGGEST
reason they come to Traverse City AND
stay here!! Traverse City is ATTRACTING
the homeless!!!!!!! They will CONTINUE
to do so until they STOP offering all these
services and handouts!! We will have a ‘year
round’ population of homeless street people
if this proposal is ‘accepted.’ BE CAREFUL
TRAVERSE CITY!!...voice your opinion
before it’s to (sic) late!”
But, his warning went unheeded, and
now Traverse City has become a hotbed
of homeless activity. Once word spread
through the homeless network of Northern
Michigan about this great new gig, the
downtrodden began pouring into Traverse
City in a tidal wave of torn jeans, holey
boots, and Army backpacks.
In fact, after realizing how fantastic it is
to be homeless in T.C., some people who
were formerly successful have sworn off
their old ways and converted to bum-ism.
College students are dropping out; doctors
and lawyers are calling it quits.
“Why work for a living when you can just
get everything handed to you?” questioned
former business major Josh Mason of NMC,
who says he can see zero downside to life on
the streets. With no money, possessions, or
regular meals, he feels like Gandhi, Buddha,
or Jesus. Except that they all lived in warm
climates, dammit. “But I love these torn up
jeans. Seriously, the chicks dig them.”
Even worse is the effect on neighborhood
children, most of whom had never even seen
a homeless person before the shelter opened

up, as these children live near downtown,
the TART trail, and the public library—
places rarely frequented by the homeless
before now.
While so far there have not been any
actual incidents, some area parents say
they’re terrified, and constantly on the
lookout for roving gangs of undesirables.
Until this nighttime-only shelter, located
across Eighth St. from Family Video, opened
its doors, those living on the streets had
no reason whatsoever to walk through the
Boardman neighborhood, which is generally
regarded as the safe haven of Traverse City
(despite its higher-than-average frequency
of drug-related crimes).
Those experiencing homelessness, of
course, are the voice of opposition. They
like having a shelter they can walk to from
... well, from wherever it is they hide out
during the day in the snow-covered months
in T. C. It’s much easier than catching a
ride to whatever church was volunteering to
house these human icicles for the night—
the system formerly used by Safe Harbor.
Some even claim they’re using the
services they receive as a stepping-stone to
something better.
“It kind of helps to get a job if you’ve
had a shower first. It really does,” one
enterprising tramp told us. But the question
of who’s going to pay for that shower was
not addressed.
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The Bell is back
| Rosie The Riveter

j Faux Food Critic
Taco Bell is no longer just the fast-food
joint that stoners drive through late at night
with the munchies. Taco Bell is now a fivestar restaurant! Move over Minerva’s, T-Bell
has improved its standards. A few years ago,
loyal customers were shocked to find out that
Taco Bell’s taco “meat” was less meat than ...
other stuff. But the Bell is shaping up, bring
ing in more business than ever.
When I walked into the restaurant, the
ambience of the dining room was almost
as powerful as the aroma wafting through
it. There were pictures of real vegetables on
the wall! They gave me the idea that I was
about to partake of authentic, home-cooked,
south-of-the-border food, imparting impres
sions of freshness and savory flavors. The only
downfall was the service; I waited forever for
someone to take my order. In fact, as you’re
reading this, I’ll probably still be waiting for
someone. Fortunately, all the ingredients are
prepared well ahead of time—well before
they even arrive at the restaurant, in fact—
so once you manage to place your order, the
food is ready zippety-quick.
I ordered a steak quesadilla, Cinnabon De
lights and a Cherry Mountain Dew Freeze.

The steak quesadilla was spicy, oozing with
a delicious substance Taco Bell calls cheese,
with apparently real strips of steak, and a
crispy tortilla shell. The Cinnabon Delights
tasted like a mini doughnut filled with cream
cheese! Yum! I even watched the nice workers
put the frozen Cinnabon Delights right into
the deep-fryer from the counter while I wait
ed for my food! The Cherry Freeze—a con
coction of Mountain Dew slush, corn syrup,
artificial cherry flavoring, and Red Dye
#40—was the perfect thing to cool down my
mouth after eating the spicy quesadilla. The
whole meal was served in plastic containers
and plastic wrappers. That’s one way to cut
down on dish duty!
The news keeps getting better about this
establishment: Taco Bell is now open for
breakfast! The restaurant features their new
Breakfast Burrito, which is a mix of egg and
real hash browns wrapped in a waffle. Now
you can eat at this newly accredited restau
rant for three meals a day, plus a midnight
snack if you’re still up for it!
Warning: This restaurant is not for the
weak of stomach.

ALL-tN ONE ST9P FOR PRESS KITS

*Of the 6 quotes in the above
(fictional) story, four are real quotes from
T.C. residents, and two are fakes. Can
you guess which are which?
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Adjunct professor
may have beamed flock
to mothership

Game marriage
I Justin Tyme

(Trained Monkey
The definition of marriage has
seen a lot of scrutiny over the past few
years. Is the sanctity of marriage only
between one man and one woman?
Or is it an institution homosexual
men and women can also take part
in? The evolving views of the nation
are leaning more and more toward
an egalitarian perspective and many
other fringe groups are vying for the
success that gay marriage is currently
experiencing.
“When I’m sitting on my
chocobo (enormous chicken-horse),
staring off over the fields of Eorzea,
contemplating
the
apocalyptic
aftermath once the lesser moon
Dalamud collides with the planet, all
I know is I want to spend those last
fleeting moments of life with her.”
So says an avid Final Fantasy XIV
player who preferred to be called
by his “true name, Drizzeldorf the
Mighty.”
“We are given one name at
birth and another once we’ve truly
discovered who we are in the heat of
battling dragons and goblins. It’s sort
of like a spirit journey or a trial by fire
it’s really hella Zen.” Drizzeldorf goes
on to say. “Her name is Elfgirll45,
and we will be wed just before the
Seventh Umbral Era, beneath the
stars of our ancestors.”
Drizzeldorf, however, is greatly
disappointed that this marriage
won’t be federally recognized and he
will not receive many of the tax and
medical benefits allowed to other
married couples.
“Getting married IRL is so cliche.
This is the 2000s, I mean, like,
WTF, we are entitled to freedom of
expression and individuality. I may
have been born a woman, but when
I’m with Elfgirll45 I’m a level 46
Miqo’te (cat-person) and I’m all man;
especially, when I’m with Elfgirll45,
she knows what I’m talking about.”
Discrepancies like these are
cropping up all over MMORPGs
(massive multiplayer Online Role
Playing Games).
“I don’t need to know what she
looks like, I love her for what’s on
the inside, and the way her character
performs the wink emoticon. It’s just
too adorable. It’s just so much more
personal when we’re not actually
in person. Not to mention the
convenience. How much will our
wedding cost? Only the cost of the

I Ty KraftwerkSpielzeugMeister

| Wild Card
The fullness of the rising
worm moon on the eve of St.
Patriots Day made those still
shivering in the north envy the
green of spring. That’s when
NMC adjunct yoga professor
Sri Chuckacon suggested to her
students that they embrace the
frozen Great Lakes by celebrating
the Vernal Equinox far off shore.
Basking in the eternal light of a
longer day, freeing their souls,
most believed it to be a new age
freedom from the shackles of
the sheeple. However, neither
Chuckacon nor her students
ever returned from the trip.
“Enlighten your soul, and
free yourself from egoic mind
chatter,” the course description
read, going on to discuss the
different types of yoga the
students would be learning in
order to achieve this heightened
state of peace in Chuckacon’s
Yoga Intensive course.
Out of the 12 students who
enrolled, only one dropped
the course, just before the
disappearance,
though
the
student’s NMC records can’t
be found, seemingly deleted
from the mainframe. Even Sri
Chuckacon and her course
disciples are missing from the
admissions office records, as if
they never existed.
“The Yoga Intensive course
seemed to be a contradiction of
the ancient spiritual art, and so
did wearing the mandatory yoga
thong to a studio heated to 105
degrees, so I dropped the course
for it seemed Yogi Chuckacon
was gathering a flock to beamup to the mothership,” stated
Kingsley
exchange
student
Michael Moore. Moore had
met Sri at a Blissfest drum
circle, twirling around and
hugging trees when their hands
connected. He admitted to other
twirling hippies that he’d felt a
moonbeam shoot through his
arm. Moore, a recovering drug
addict, said it was the best high

he has ever felt.
“The
first
few
classes
we drank what Sri called
Chuckacon Punch, chanting,
Jim Crockett’s poetry until we all
would break into uncontrollable
hugging. Some even cried as
they expressed feeling their inner
child dancing within. We’d all
de-robe and prance in a circle
only wearing our yoga thongs—
it really tested my homophobia,”
Moore divulged to detectives
investigating the disappearance.
Detectives
believe
the
Chuckacon
Punch
has
something to do with the
disappearance of the students
and adjunct professor.
“I reckon it’s like Jamestown,”
said one local officer, though
he wouldn’t speculate on the
professor abducting her class.
Moore admitted the punch made
him feel extremely euphoric and
as if he could fly. In fact, Yogi
Sri limited her use of traditional
yoga poses, adopting Aztec bird
dances and poses as a way to be
lifted into a higher stream of
consciousness.
Upon being questioned on
how such an unconventional
instructor came to be employed
by the college, the NMC
Human Resources department
employees said they all thought
one of the others had made the
final decision to hire Chuckacon.
They remain tight-lipped since
they have nothing to prove she
was even an American citizen
or any information on her
credentials. An anonymous
source in the payroll department
divulged Sri had inquired as
to the possibility of the virtual
currency bitcoin as payment. Sri
apparently stated that she wanted
no affiliation with mainstream
banking institutions, and said
that bitcoin made it easier to
beam virtual currency to her
people.
“Who calls their family
‘people,’ anyhow?” the source
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questioned.
NMC
security
cameras
show a group of robed students
walking in a single file line
at about 6:33p.m. Saturday
evening. Then a concerned
citizen watching the sun set from
their West Bay sunroom called
911 about a group of people far
off shore walking towards Power
Island. Detectives investigating
the disappearance believe this
to be the Chuckacon class,
and have followed their tracks
northwest of Basset Island.
Careful not to call it a crime
scene, one detective mentioned
it appeared they were all barefoot
from campus to the location of
their alleged disappearance.
“The tracks lead to a large
precision-cut circular hole in
the ice and no other direction
from there as if they all jumped
in the deathly cold waters,”
the detective later told me.
When I asked about Moore’s
remark about being beamed
to a mothership, the detective
became very serious, stating that
they’ve called in their paranormal
experts to investigate what could
have cut such a large hole in
the ice this far offshore without
mechanical equipment being
tractable on the ice.
The detective admitted, “We
are really stuck for we can’t call it
a crime scene since all the missing
students are adults and may just
be frolicking with Chuckacon.
So their disappearance is still
a mystery until we’ve had time
to speak to all the families and
NMC employees familiar with
Chuckacon’s Intensive Yoga
course and her background.”
When I asked Jim Crockett
about Sri chanting his poems
around campus he gave me
a baffling look with hands
reaching towards the sky, “Duh,
I love it! Though they are now
either dancing in the heavens, or
worm food.”

bandwidth, and all of our friends can
be there. N00bSmasher69 is going
to be my best man, nothing can go
wrong.”
Jebediah Smith, however disagrees
with Drizzeldorf.
“Marriage used to be the best thing
you could do with your women-folk,
heck when I got married not only
did I get 15 hogs in dowry, but I also
got the most beautiful teenage wife
you ever seen. Not only that but by
mixing the Smith and the Hinkly
bloodlines we stopped a family feud
that’s been going on near ‘hundred
years.”
Smith will be voting against
Proposition 55 on the basis that
marriage should remain between two
physical human beings, preferably
man and woman, and occasionally
monogamous.
“We knew this would happen,
we all knew it, once you allow them
gays to marry now everybody thinks
marriage is a joke, that it’s a game you
play on the interwebs, well it an’t! And
someone’s gotta be the ones to say no
when people start thinking they can
do whatever they want, that the rules
don’t apply to them no more.”
Smith will soon be pulling his
daughters from the local schoolhouse
to be home schooled after discovering
that game marriages were becoming
the casual conversation among class
mates, many of whom had already
become game married.
“Raegyn-Ellouis, my youngest
daughter came to me tuther day
tomato-red with shame to tell her pa
that she knowed a boy in her class
who done got hitched, I tells her lottsa
young boys get hitched, but when
she told me he got game married as
some sort of minitaur creature what
they call a ‘Tauren’ to another male
werewolf creature what they call a
‘Worgen’ I ‘bout struck the crazy
outta her. Since when did we know
fine Americans that we are, allow not
only gay marrage, but game marriage,
and inter-species marriages? The only
interspecies relationship should be in
the fine union of animal husbandry,
and when Wilbur’s got a headache
you respect that.”

The vote is scheduled to take place
next Wednesday, and will be the next
big move in marriage equality.

%

5

n.

06

April 10, 2014

OPINION

WHITE PINE PICKLE

Mother Theresa and Gandhi are standing at the
Pearly Gates. Both insist on holding the door for
The othF\Who goes in first?
_ ..

PATCHES MCCREE^

_

POPE FRANCIS
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something so
JONAH HILL

ANGELINA JOLIE

"What's the t
punchline. Idon t
get it. "
No, it's not a
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philosophical
conundrum; a
"I don't get it.
It doesn't make
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"I don't believe in
heaven. I believe
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Earth."
It's a philosophical
question—we're not
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being literal.
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"Well, even
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grid
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001**1
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"Mother Theresa Is
distinpuish^hem
VM
a strong woman, blit
.
allowed
everyone knows she"
was a little bit racist,
so she'd hold the
door for Gandhi only
because she knows
she's supposed to,
but the minute he
offers to let her go
first, she'll walk
through and never
look back."
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Paradigm paradox:
Neil deGrasse Tyson
I Justin Tyme

(Trained Monkey
The world has long since speculated that a
fusion of Steve Urkel and Jimi Hendrix would
indeed create the singularity that obliterates life
on the earth as we know it. It is said that such
a combination might create the next Big Bang,
long before the Hadron Collider in Switzerland.
But it appears one such person has come into
the world: Astrophysicist Neil DeGrasse Tyson.
“Black people are just too cool to be nerds.
This Neil guy is a total paradox,” says Sara Feral
a baffled Northern Michigan resident. “I knew a
guy who knows a guy who saw a black guy once,
and he said he had an afro, OMG so cool. Now I
can say something racist and tell my girlfriends,
‘It’s okay I’ve got a black friend.’ Score!”
This Tyson paradox is indeed causing tension
with the world at large. Psychologist Seymour
Witman, Ph.D, addressed this dilemma in
his paper “Stereotype for Humanity.” In it he
writes, “Not only is it important to prejudice
people based on ethnicity, religion, and
social class for your own safety, but you must
always remember that you should also have a
stereotype. Studies have shown that people
simply don’t respond well to two- and three
dimensional human beings. You’re a cheerleader
and a chess champion? You’re a homeless person
who is also a brilliant pianist? You’re a black
person that doesn’t like rap or play basketball?
These sorts of people are what we refer to in the
field as ‘repulsive’—they repel other people by
their inconsistency.”
Jeremy Cole is the Dungeon Master for
his local gathering of friends, who meet every
Wednesday at their local comic book store to
play. Cole has been playing Dungeons and

Dragons for five years now and he says every
year was a struggle for him as a black man.
“Because I’m a black man, it’s in my genetics
to be too cool to play a game that some might
call nerdy. It took me several months to learn
how to roll the dice; I still have to remind myself
from time to time how to do it. Step one, pick
it up. Step two drop it. It sounds easy for white
people, but because of my pigmentation it’s
difficult to engage in geeky activities.”
Cole demonstrates the motions and there is
still a moment’s hesitation in his eyes, he looks
pained by the concentration and out of mercy
for the both of us, I ask him to stop.
“When I first picked my character I wanted
to be an elf, but they made me a drow (a dark
elf). What’s up with that? They keep telling me
I should play a halfling because they have big
feet. What’s that supposed to mean?”
Outside of a Dungeons and Dragons
campaign, Cole confides that he has often been
accused of being whitewashed by his white
friends because he excelled at mathematics and
has a large collection of Magic the Gathering
trading cards.
“Thank God for Neil DeGrasse Tyson.
Finally, when people call me whitewashed I can
tell them, my man Dr. Tyson director of the
Haden Planetarium, does his phy-zaks like a
boss. I an’t smoken de grasse with you man, he’s
so BA he killed the planet Pluto. I’mma start
callin him DeathStar Tyson. There hasn’t been
this much soul in the solar system since Samuel
L Jackson swung a light saber or Morgan
Freeman saved the planet from a meter in Deep
Impact. Peace!”
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Students at NMC who would like to complete a bachelor's degree can easily
transfer to WMU-Traverse City. We offer several degree program options
designed with you in mind. Face-to-face or online, we have you covered. And
what's more, we are close to your home, making it extra convenient to forge
ahead with your dreams!

O Family Studies or Child and Family Development (BS)
• Courses are offered almost entirely online
• Gain provisional status as a Certified Family Life Educator (CFLE) in the
Family Studies major
• Meet the State of Michigan requirements for child care center directors in
the Child Development major

□ Interdisciplinary Health Services (BS)
• Courses are offered online or in a hybrid format
■ Prepares graduates for entry or mid-level positions in a variety of
occupations within the field of health services

□ University Studies (BA I BS)
• Courses are offered entirely online, as well as in hybrid format, when
courses are available
• Designed for those students who are interested in obtaining a bachelor's
degree with concentration areas of choice
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WHEN CQTS DILL
THEID HUMANS

Another
domestic
attack
Cat Therapist
was called into
the Traverse City Police Department (TCPD)
last week. Amanda Plake, a resident of Grand
Traverse County, was found dead in her apartment
Tuesday around one in the morning. When police
arrived on the scene, the only evidence they could
find was a butcher’s knife and bloody paw prints.
After what seemed to be hours, the police finally
found Plake’s cat, Princess, hiding under the bed.
When confronted about the murder, Princess was
noncompliant. Police are holding Princess until
further information is released from the feline.
Sadly, this hasn’t been the first incident of cat
owners finding their pet trying to kill them, and
in some unfortunate cases, such as Plake’s, people
end up dead in the comfort of their own homes.
There have been multiple calls to the TCPD from
cat owners who have found broken shards of glass
on their doormat, booby traps of knives and razors
hanging from the ceiling, and rat poisoning in
food, all while their cats look on. When interviewed
about his traumatizing experience by his own fluffy
friend, I asked John Friend about his near death
incident with his cat, Jones.
“It was the scariest thing I have ever experienced.
I went to open my refrigerator to get a beer after a
long day of work, and I saw Jones on the top of
the fridge, napping like he usually does. As soon as
I opened the door, an axe came falling off the top
shelf of the fridge, missing me by a hair. I looked
back up after my mini heart attack to see Jones had
awoken and was staring at me with his beady eyes.
I have never feared my cat more in my life.”
When asked about his thoughts on his cat’s
motives, Jones answered, “I forgot to feed him
yesterday.”
So what seems to be the problem with these cats?
What are their motives behind trying to kill their
owners? Some say that because of their extended
number of lives, cats seem to be more aggressive in
their plots to kill their owners, because they know

Rosie The Riveter

that they have more lives after their current one.
Cats are also sick of being owned by crazy cat ladies.
Domestic cats do not usually like to share their
owners with multiple animals, because—let’s face
it—cats can be extremely selfish animals. These cats
are feeling bad about their fellow inhabitants, and
having to share their owner’s time is just too much
to handle. The world is finally finding ways to get
rid of those crazy cat ladies who own multiple cats.
So how can you tell if your cat is plotting to kill
you? Here are a few warning signs.
Kneading on you. It could very well be a sign
of affection, but they could also be checking your
body for weak organs.
Excessive shoveling of the litter box. This
obviously is a sign of your cat practicing burying
bodies.
Staring contests. If you lose in a staring contest
with your cat, it is a sign of weakness on your end
and the time of attack will be in the near future.
Bringing you dead animals. You may think this
is a gift, but it is a warning: you’re next.
Throwing up grass. Cats prepare themselves
for combat by clearing out their stomachs before 5.
ingesting their humans.
Hiding in dark places watching you. This is your
cat’s way of observing you in your natural habitat.
Sleeping on your electronics. Your cat is trying
to disrupt all communication with the outside
world.
Pawing at your face while you try to sleep.
This is their attempt to try and smother you. They
may be small animals but they will try everything
possible to try and kill you.
Sprinting out of any room that you come into.
They are not afraid of you; they are retreating from
a failed ambush.
The next time you feel like your cat is being
suspicious, don’t be naive to the situation. They’re
planning your murder. Hundreds of cats are taking *
their owners for granted, and are planning their
attacks. The next time your cat wants to cuddle,
make sure you’re properly armed.

1

CAUTION. If you see this cat,
proceed with caution and seek
shelter immediately. Princess
has been known to hang around
catnip patches. She is clawed
and dangerous. Do not take
her lightly. Contact the proper
authorities at White Pine Press
immediately.
■

If you have any information
regarding
the
whereabout
of Princess "The Cat" please
contact us immediately.

NEWSROOM 231.995.1173
FAX
231.995.2110
EMAIL whitepinepress@gmail.com

, J

iv of Natesb Ramasafny

%

April 10, 2014

10 FEATURE

WHITE PINE PICKLE

Heaven on Earth
HOTEL
Where happiness and equality reign
MANAGEMENT
AND OTHER
CAREERS WITH
STAYING
POWER.
Shalom Aleichem

Minister of Tourism

Ferris State University offers degrees that
align educations with occupations in growing
career fields. And with 19 locations, online
programs and affordable tuition, there's an
opportunity near you. Learn more about what
we offer at Northwestern Michigan College
at ferris.edu/traversecity.

Somewhere between the high mountain
ranges of Hindu Kush and the Himalayas,
a land stands out to the world for being a
land of peace and opportunity. A land that
amazes people: how can such a peaceful place
be found on Earth, they ask? A land that
hasn’t experienced war, and indeed, no other
country dares attack it because of its tight
security and well-structured government.
A land that is often called “Heaven,” for its
decades of peacefulness, which has set an
example to the rest of the world.
This nation strives for peace and equal
rights. It values education, especially for
women. It is very rare for a country to be free
of gender problems, and things are especially
hard for women in most places. But this
land has been striving for women’s rights for
decades—in fact, it is ruled by women. A
place set as the epitome of women’s power, it
makes people wonder, what would the world
be like, if every place had a government such
as this?
So what is this wonderful nation?
Afghanistan, a land people have marked
out as a must on their life calendars, a place
to go and experience what it would be like if
Heaven was brought to Earth. It has become
a place that people want to spend their
honeymoon and other special moments of

their lives. A land where race, ethnicity, and
gender have never been problems to worry
about. A place which is often compared to
Tomorrowland, a large electronic music
festival held in Belgium for everyone ages
18 or above, because of the freedom and
excitement of the people who visit and live
there.
Researchers show that the average life
expectancy in Afghanistan is 120 years.
The reasons behind the successful aging are
the sense of freedom, the lack of pollution,
the rarity of poverty—there’s really just not
much to worry about.
Afghanistan, whose neighbors, Syria
and Iraq, have been batding political
dilemmas, has stood out to the world for
being a secure place for more than 30 years
now. The government is run by the people’s
choice, which is the driving force behind the
peacefulness and contentment experienced
by anyone lucky enough to live there.
Come and see for yourself. Visit
Afghanistan today to experience Heaven on
Earth!
In all seriousness, please note: this article
was written by an NMC International Student
from Afghanistan.

Welcome to Afghanistan

Ferris State University / traverse city
THIS IS A PHOTO of Band-e Amir. The first national park in Afghanistan.
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Top musicians promise
to start using
“real” instruments
I Phillip Smallwood

[Foreign Emissary
Jay-Z sits in his black leather chair with
a fire roaring in his Florida home. Dressed
in grey sweatpants and a black hoodie, he
sits calmly. He starts by saying, “I think I’ve
lost what it means to be musician. Wait no,
I don’t think I ever knew what it meant to
be a musician. But here I am, with multiple
platinum albums, and a plethora of fame and
wealth. I don’t know how to play a guitar, I
don’t know how to play a piano, and I certainly
have no idea how to play the drums. But as I
just said, here I am, recognized as one of the
world’s greatest musicians.”
Jay-Z isn’t the first pop culture icon to
talk publicly of his disdain for how he’s
accumulated his wealth. Katy Perry, Justin
Bieber, Miley Cyrus, and many others have
exclaimed puzzlement as to exactly how they
have become so highly revered by the public.
Says Katy Perry, “I work hard at what I do, but
I feel like something is wrong.” Bruno Mars
exclaims, “How can I be a top musician when
I don’t collaborate with any other musicians,
except for the people who sing?”
Now this isn’t to say that there aren’t any
critics of what celebrities have been saying
recently. Lil’j Wayne had this to say about his
peers’ revelations: “What do you mean we
aren’t real musicians? I go into the studio, I
record, and I produce, how does that not
make me a musician? Don’t they understand
how hard it is to mix pre-recorded sounds into
a song? It involves a whole bunch of mouse
clicking and dial turning and sometimes
I get tired! I mean it is so hard to produce
hits, you have to come up with genius, deep,
meaningful lyrics like ‘And that’s when sheshe lick me like a lollipop’!”
To the chagrin of Lif Wayne it appears that
his fellow entertainers don’t agree. In direct
response to Lil’ Wayne’s quote, Skrillex adds,

“That’s exactly why I got into this business.
It’s so easy. I don’t have to do anything really.
I don’t even sing. I just take everyone else’s
hard work, whether it be their riffs, their
drum beats, or their voice, and I mash it all
up and add some bass. My six-year-old cousin
accidentally started playing with my computer
and that’s how ‘Wake Me Up’ was produced.
How could I possibly call myself a musician
and sleep at night?”
As for what artists intend to do with their
sudden new fresh outlook on what it means
to be a musician, it seems many have decided
to start by playing the recorder and working
their way up to things like guitars (acoustic
and electric), keyboards, organs, harmonicas,
flutes, and anything that doesn’t directly
involve a computer basically.
2 Chainz says, “I started going to my
second grade daughter’s music class, she is
actually really good at the recorder. I just
learned how to play hot cross buns.”
Jay-Z had this to say about the future of
his music, “If I can’t have a group of people
on stage with me, playing instruments that
compile all the aspects of the song, then I
won’t produce it.”
It seems the musical industry could be
heading in a very different direction. And
while it may leave some kicking and screaming,
and leave others penniless and without
recognition, Ke$ha says, “Let me start by
saying I’ve destroyed all of my own ‘musical’
work. Anyways, I’m just so f***ing tired of
listening to music that’s been produced like
a bad smoothie. It’s as if people are throwing
horseradish, ketchup, mayonnaise, dog shit,
and toothpaste in a blender, putting it on
puree, and going Took at me, I’ve made a great
song.”

ADJUNCTS AFTER HOURS
An adjunct instructor is an instructor who does not have a full-time teaching
position at NMC. Often, these instructors wear many hats. Outside of NMC, they
may have another career, practicing in reality what they teach in classrooms—
or something completely different. Many of them are involved in community and
humanitarian projects. And all of them are just downright interesting. So, in order
to give readers a glimpse into the lives of our adjuncts, we bring you this series,
Adjuncts After Hours. We'll profile some of the most interesting instructors and
gain some insight on what it really means to be an adjunct instructor at NMC.

Katthew Trumbingo

Life Coach
NMC’s newest adjunct may be a bit
bonkers, but we’d like to proudly welcome
her to the NMC faculty. She says that she
has survived a large war fought by child
soldiers in a far off land, the loss of her
father in some sort of mining accident, and
a love triangle no one could ever imagine.
Professor Katniss Everdeen of the land she
calls “District 12”—I’m assuming that’s
some Russian province—has come to NMC
to spread the word of the eminent “Hunger
Games” and give all students lessons on
survival.
Carefully camouflaged as a carpet, I
snuck into the classroom after hours. The
first thing I noticed was the large number
of berries on her desk labeled “do not eat.”
I was tempted to try them, but resisted
the urge. Finding my target, a leftover
textbook Professor Everdeen wrote herself,
I carefully snuck out, unnoticed. Safely
back in the White Pine Press office, the
book was thoroughly inspected. Adding to
Professor Everdeen’s quirkiness, lessons such
as “Killing with Killer Bees,” “Developing
a Fake Love for Money and Supplies,” and
“The Ultimate Sacrifice: Volunteering” have
been carefully laid out and planned for the
course, along with a strict archery schedule.
Students have reported that Everdeen’s
pop quizzes never happen in class, but
when you least expect it. Student Samantha

Haymitch reports that she was once walking
to work when a large fireball erupted next to
her. She wound up running for miles in the
opposite direction of work until the fireballs
stopped. “Miss Everdeen told me the next
day that I didn’t have time for work and she
wanted me to go home and study. She has a
weird way of emphasizing school.”
I was pretty scared to interview Ms.
Everdeen, but when I finally got her out
of a tree near Beckett Building and into
the Press office, she seemed to have calmed
down quite a bit. So calm, in fact, she
didn’t even realize that her dress was on fire.
After several attempts to put out the faux
flames, the interview began. She explained
to me that she feels the need to prepare
NMC students as much as she can before
their names are drawn and they are taken
to the Capitol. I tried explaining to her that
Washington, D.C., is a very safe place and
that the students wouldn’t need such severe
self defense strategies for a field trip to the
capital, but she wouldn’t hear it. Everdeen
tactfully avoided all my questions about her
personal life, and left the office in a rush,
saying she needed to find Peeta. Upon
further inspection, her entire salary is a strict
payment of bread. I understand, Professor
Everdeen, we all get pretty excited for our
paychecks.
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Leo's record-setting win
Katthew Trumbingo

Life Coach
This is an official transcript
of the deleted Best Actor in a
Leading Role speech before it
was rewritten for the March 6,
2014 live broadcast of the Oscars.
Morgan Freeman: And the Oscar
goes to [opening envelope] Leonardo
DiCaprio in “Wolf of Wall Street”!
[applause]
[Leo struts up to the stage with a
smile, dodging a hug from co-actor,
Matthew McConaughey]
Leonardo DiCaprio: [accepting
Oscar] Thank you, Morgan! I’d
like to thank the Academy for
finally recognizing my true talents
and presenting me with this lovely
award. Thank you mom and da —
Morgan Freeman [interrupting]-.
Um, sorry Leo, but I was just
notified that you have also won this
year’s Career Achievement Award as
well.
Leonardo DiCaprio [accepting
Oscar]-. Oh, wow. Thank you
Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences! It feels amazing to

know that you see me as an actor
who has given passionate and in
depth performances throughout my
entire career. These mean so much
to m—
Morgan Freeman [interrupting]-.
And here’s the Oscar you should
have won for “Inception.”
Leonardo DiCaprio [fumbling to
accept third Oscar]-. Wait, they can
give delayed awards?
Morgan Freeman: And the one
for “Titanic.”
Leonardo DiCaprio [cradling
four Oscars]-. That was seventeen
years ago.
Morgan Freeman [shrugs]-. I’m as
confused as you.
Leonardo
DiCaprio:
Well,
alright, um, thank you for bestowing
all of these precious awards upon
me. I have been waiting my entire
career for this opportunity.
[Morgan
Freeman
hands
Leonardo DiCaprio another award]
Leonardo DiCaprio [struggling
to holdfifth Oscar]-. What is this one

for?
Morgan Freeman [looking at
palm of his hand, reading]-. Best
Supporting Actor in “What’s Eating
Gilbert Grape.”
Leonardo DiCaprio [pauses]-.
That came out in 1994. That was my
first major role, everyone thought I
was actually mentally handicapped.
[camera pans to Matthew
McConaughey in his seat]
Matthew McConaughey [angrily
mutters]-. They never stopped.
[laughter]
Leonard DiCaprio: Alright,
alright, alright. I’d also like to thank
all the amazing actors and actresses
I’ve had the privilege of working
with throughout my career. Johnny
Depp, Kate Winslet, Joseph
Gordon-Levitt. It has really been
amaz—
[Morgan Freeman places another
Oscar on top ofthe pile ofawards Leo
is cradling in his arms\
Leonardo DiCaprio [struggling]-.
What’s this one for?

[Morgan Freeman shrugs]
Leonardo DiCaprio: Ok, well,
I feel I should mention all the
other amazing artists who are not
as blessed as I to be awarded. Tom
Cruise, my good friend, Johnny,
the legend that is Bill Murray, Tim
Burton, the list goes on and I would
love to share my success with all of
you. Our time always comes, it
really does.
[Morgan Freeman and Ellen
DeGeneres each hand Leonardo
DiCaprio two more Oscars]
Leonardo DiCaprio [nervously
laughing struggling]-. Hey, now I
have more Oscars than “Gravity.”
[Azzt/ewy/ Award theme song
plays and camera pans away from the
stage as several interns cross the stage
toward Leonardo DiCaprio, carrying
two awards apiece]
[Live Broadcast is interrupted by
local news correspondent]
John McGowan: Good evening,
I’m John McGowan for 9&10 News.
This just in: Leonardo DiCaprio

has won every category of Oscar
presented in the 2014 Academy
Awards, along with backlogged
awards for previous films he had
since gone unrecognized for, leaving
DiCaprio with the record of most
Oscars ever won, 30. Now back to
original broadcasting.

Nigel Thornberry’s top 5 smashing hits
Pamphila Chubbs

Swiggety Swag Slanger

1. “Toxic” by Britney
Spears feat. Nigel
Thornberry
We all remember this song from 2003, and
it made us dance and jive. This was Nigel’s
first song after taking a six year break to focus
on family and make a film documentary. His
collaboration with Britney earned them a
Grammy for best dance-pop music in 2005,
it was also a first win for Britney Spears.

2. “Pokemon Theme
Song” by Nigel Thornberry
Only 90s kids remember Pokemon and
they remember singing the theme song on
the playgrounds across America. Pokemon
came to the United States in 1996, and
when they needed a theme song Nigel rose
to the challenge. The Pokemon show has a
strong fanbase that continues to make Nigel
Thornberry into a household name.

3. “To be a BLARGH” by
Nigel Thornberry
Just a short few years after the Pokemon

craze, Nigel took part in an animated movie,
“Mulan”. The creators of “Mulan” wanted to
have a song that represents a major turning
point in the movie. His song “To Be A
BLARGH” tied the whole movie together
and showed the total character development.

4. “Milkshake” by Kelis
feat. Nigel Thornberry
“Milkshake” is another famous song Nigel
collaborated in 2003. It was reported that
Nigel wanted to experiment with all different
types of music, because of his time in the
wild. The two worked for hours on this song,
and all that work paid off. In 2004 they was
nominated for a Grammy for best urban/
alternative performance.

5. “Firework” by Katy
Perry feat. Nigel Thornberry
“Firework” is Nigel’s latest song, which
was released in 2010. Nigel contacted Katy
for a collaboration right after he heard “I
Kissed a Girl”. It was rumored that the two
had an affair when they wrote the song. Their
collaboration was widely praised. In 2011 it
was the fifth most played song on the radio.
The two have not been seen together since
early 2012.
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"Destiny" early release
Copies available at your local GameStop
Kent C. Straight

Web Geek/Baller
If you’re a gamer, then you likely already
know about the upcoming masterpiece
known as “Destiny” by Bungie, the creators
of “Halo.” “Destiny” is a massively online
multiplayer post-apocalyptic shooter, set
throughout our own solar system. Bungie
announced an official release date of
September 9, 2014, but that date will likely
extend into November. With a release date so
far in the future, how in the world will the

hardcore gamers maintain their sanity? The
answer is to obtain beta tester access through
pre-ordering “Destiny” at GameStop or
other retailers who allow pre-orders. The
“Destiny” beta is set to be released in early
summer of this year for PlayStation 3 and
PlayStation 4 and very soon after that for
Xbox 360 and Xbox One. Waiting for the
beginning of summer doesn’t sound nearly
as bad as September 9, but what if there

Justin Bieber is the
most outstanding
person of 2014

was an option to obtain a special beta testers
copy of “Destiny” before almost anyone else?
Surprisingly, there is. Bungie recently had an
information leak, which has led to thousands
of copies of “Destiny” being released to the
public. The copies of “Destiny” were sent to
GameStop for employees and special beta
testers to try out. In order to allow a lucky
few to obtain a copy without walking in and
saying, “Hi, I’m here to pick up my early
beta copy of ‘Destiny’” and starting a major
ruckus, Bungie sent out special instructions
for the prospective beta testers to follow. The
instructions are as follows:
1. Wear a bright orange shirt and jean
shorts when you enter the store.
2. Upon entering, go directly to the
system for which you would like to obtain a

| Swiggty-Swag Slanger
Justin Bieber has only been alive for 20
years, yet his achievements already place
him on a level with Aristotle, Abraham
Lincoln, and Jesus. When the It Gets
Better campaign, a project that helps out
the young LGBT community, asked Justin
to be their spokesperson, he jumped in
with both feet and began a huge crusade
to raise awareness about the hardships
many LGBT kids face. Justin also helped
to raise awareness about the United States’
insurance coverage problems. He looked
at Canada’s healthcare system and saw

that it was exactly what the United States
needed, so he called President Obama and
helped him come up with the Affordable
Care Act. We call it Obamacare, but
Biebercare would be a more appropriate
moniker. Justin has even single-handedly
reduced the incidence of drinking and
driving by 86%, and has rendered the
use of recreational marijuana obselete,
mostly due to the example he sets as a role
model for young people everywhere. His
kindness, unselfishness, and humanitarian
values will go down in history.

SHOW HER YOU CARE.
GET TESTED TODAY.
April is GYT (Get Yourself Tested) Month.

$50 STD testing package available at

Planned Parenthood of West and
Northern Michigan health centers. Eight
locations including Traverse City. Make an

appointment today.

1.800.230.PLAN (7526)
ppwnm.org
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copy of “Destiny” and grab the game case for
“NBA Live 2014.”
3. Take the case to the counter, and upon
handing it to the GameStop employee, lean
over and whisper ynitsed (pronounced: eee
nit-see-dee) into the employee’s ear.
4. The employee will then take the “NBA
Live 2014” case and place a beta tester copy
of “Destiny” in it.
5. Before handing over the copy, the
GameStop employee will ask “Who is your
favorite NBA player?” Your answer must be
“Kevin Garnett” in order to receive your
copy.
If you follow these steps exactly, then you
can be one of the first to play what may go
down as one of the greatest video games ever
created.

MAKE HER THE ONLY
THING ON YOUR MIND.

IPamphila Chubbs

Planned
Parenthood
Care. No matter what

Planned Parenthood of
West and Northern Michigan

%
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Warning: Some readers may find this cartoon disturbing. It’s not funny, and it’s not meant to be.

OH MV GODS
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How to cook when
you have no kitchen
Hot canned food on a DIY cookstove

I Patches McCree

| Master of Ceremonies
Living without a home is tough. You’re
too cold, you’re too hot, your bed is made
of cement. And you’re hungry. My god are
you hungry. But here are some recipes and
tips you can follow to help yourself stay
fed.

Tomato Soup
This one is great for those cold winter
days, especially if you’re feeling under the
weather. Bonus: it’s absolutely free.
7 ketchup packets
12 oz hot water
Directions:
Go to your nearest
convenience store and find the free
condiments. Squeeze the ketchup into a
Styrofoam cup, making sure to get every
last drop out of each packet. Next, add
hot water from the red water lever on
the coffee maker. If you’d like, add some
pepper from the complimentary paper
pepper packets found at most condiment
stations. Stir well with three of four coffee
stirrers. Enjoy!

This one will cost you a few bucks, but
at least your food will be hot. You’ll need
at least four cans to create a frame for your
stove, plus a can of food to eat. You will
also need a can opener. First, build a small
fire out of anything you can find that will
burn slowly. Arrange your four cans close
enough to each other that you can balance
the can of food you wish to eat over top
of them. Open your can of beans, chili,
creamed corn, etc. Place over your fire,
stirring regularly. Enjoy!

DIY grill—cook any meat!
Now, the trick with this one is that
you’ll need to find meat. But assuming
you’ve managed to get your hands on
some, the next thing you’ll need is a
shopping cart and a larger fire. If you’re
anything like me, you spend a lot of time
down by the river, so it shouldn’t be too
hard to find wood you can burn. Once
you get your fire going, just roll your
shopping cart over top, and voila! Enjoy
your grilled food!

You think you may be
pregnant and you
want to know for sure.

L/omA/

CMU Center

CMU

You have other questions
too....

NMC |
I diversity
Center

How far along am I?

CENTRAL MICHIGAN
UNIVERSITY

How much time do I have to decide what I'm going to do?

in Traverse City

pregnancy testing and ultrasound that

Central Michigan University close to home
Earn your bachelor's degree from CMU at our
Global Campus center here in Traverse City.
• The same great programs you expect from CMU
• The same friendly, student-centered staff
And all in formats designed for the working adult.

Bachelor of Science in Education degree
Become a teacher! Earn your teaching degree close
to home at CMU's Global Campus in Traverse City.
Call for details.
CMU’s Global Campus in Traverse City at 2200
Dendrinos Dr in the NMC University Center.

Call 231 -995-1756 or toll-free
877-268-4636 today!

Pregnancy Care Center offers free, confidential

CMU in Traverse City
now offers the new

ZS Early Childhood
endorsement for
teachers who currently
have their ZA
endorsement. Three
to four classes
required. Call Today!
CMU is an AA/EO institution (see
cmich.edu/aaeo). 38794 2/14

can answer these questions and so many more.

Call us today: We're here to help you find
the answers.
.

Pregnancy
la re Center
(231)-929-3488

cmich.edu/TraverseCity
Traverse.City@cmich.edu

www.know4sure.org
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ART: So easy, you can too!
I Night Wolf Mother

| Resident Theologin
Art is the greatest thing on this planet
because anyone can do it! Yes, I mean
anyone! Remember when you were a child,
breaking out the crayons and scribbling your
masterpiece on printer paper, and how good
it felt when your mother tacked it up on the
fridge? The only reason why you aren’t the
artist you used to be is probably not the lack
of talent, but because you stopped doing it
altogether. With the right attitude and open
interpretation, anything you create can and
will be considered art!
So stop chinking and start doing! Why
fret over proportions, scaling, shadow and
light, perspective, and trying to be perfect
when you can just create art? Boy, those
art students sure have the wrong idea when
they sign up for classes to better their skills
and challenge their abilities. What a waste
of money and time! Art is so easy that even
druggies can do it — heck, some of the best
and most famous artists were on some kind
of mind-altering substance when they were
creating their best masterpieces. If they can
do it then you surely can. Besides, art is just
a silly hobby—it’s not like football, which
requires physical exercise and training. So,
sit back and relax and enjoy yourself. Look at
this example gallery provided for you, and ask
yourself the question every artist asks: “Why
am I not making any money doing this?”
‘Solitude Square’ is a powerful fine arts
piece with high contrast—a piece that perhaps
reminds you of‘Red Square’ (on white canvas)
by Kazimir Malevich, but before you even
compare the two, it should be pointed out
that there is a vast difference. His square is
red and this square is black. That makes all
the difference, and therefore this work is
completely original and conveys a different
feeling. Look at it. Really look at it. What
emotions does it invoke deep inside you?
Perhaps you relate yourself to this lonely,
single square. Perhaps the black is the color of
death, mortality, and sin that stands out from
the white clean slate that is symbolism for
both innocence and purity? Maybe the square
is supposed to express the heavy feeling of fear,

depression, and anger with its sharp edges
standing out so vividly from its environment
of normality, white being a default color.
If you say to yourself “it looks just like
a black square” you may not be trying
hard enough. Interpret harder next time.
‘Tampon on Hammer’ is a modern sculpture
inspired by Dadaism—when people used
everyday objects in their art pieces to really
push the boundaries on what is considered
art. This sculpture doesn’t have to be big
and fantastic to be art; instead focus on the
symbolism being presented to you here. Why
does this look so silly to you? Maybe because
it’s a tampon sitting on a hammer, but look
deeper. It’s because a tampon is considered a
feminine product and a hammer is not only
symbolism of industry but it’s commonly seen
as a man’s tool. When both extremes are met
in the middle, it expresses the power of the
working woman. Women are strong, brilliant
creatures that can be sharp and hard like the
edge of the hammer, yet gentle and soft like
the cushiony tampon. The working woman
doesn’t just sit back and let the world pass
her, she rises to the occasion. If this stunning
piece didn’t convey that message to you, then
maybe you should get with the program and
stop being such a sexist pig.
‘Landscape Study 1’ is sensual piece of
photography. As you can see, this landscape
is not only a recording of information, but a
recording of the heart. So much love was put
into this piece, such as money. These days,
anyone can handle the simple cameras on
their iPhones, which means that to be a real
photographer, all you need is to buy a fancier
camera. Everyone knows that if you want to
impress people as a photographer you need to
go down on one knee like you’re proposing.
This makes them stop when looking at you
to think, “Wow, what a fancy camera. They
sure know what they are doing.” It also helps
to have some coffee with you to appear as if
you’ve been out in the field trying to get a
perfect shot all day. But we know that isn’t
necessary since photography is so convenient
and easy!

