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WHITE PINE PRESS
We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may.

CAMPUS HEAT
It's cold out. Really cold. But the NMC 
chapter of the national group Student
Veterans of America (SVA) is helping] 

warm Things-dp on campus through two 
events, a broomhall tournament and a 
Gfiili cook-off, this month. "NMC has 
given us so much, we want to give back I 
in whatever way we can," says SVA.| 

President Nate Lentz..cinz.. , j i

p, 41
ASYLUM

People in -Russia and Uganda are 
threatened simply for being true to
themselves. In America, we have a right 
to freedom.of speech,-so it's no surprise 
that gay rights is such a.‘controversial 
’ssue..Th6re are those who do-not find’ 

the LGBT, "lifestyle" agreeable—and 
they are ■ pertainly welcome to tha^ 
opinion—but that doesn't mean it's not 

flawed and based on prejudice.

6
NATIVE SON

NMC graduate David Root: 'The true 
scope of what NMC offers as a pre
university educational institution is 
completely under-appreciated NMC 
gave me far more than an adequate 
transfer GPA and core requirement 
credits. It was the first place that gave 
me ap honest and/eal sense of reality, 
both in what is expected of a college 
graduate and how essential education, 

truly is to the modern world.

pgTO
___  o

GUINNESS
March is here, and so are Shamrock 
Shakes, green beer, and four-
leaf clovers. So how does most pf the 
population nf the United States celebrate 
Saint Patrie^ Day? Drinking, wearing 
"Kiss Me, I'm Irish" t-shirts, dridgMThe 
occasional ooiied dinner, wearimpgreen 
to avoir! being pinched and-you guessed 
it-.-more drinking. Americans will ormk 13 
niiifton pints of Guinness, an Irish beer, 
fin this hoiioay aigne wnen sales for this 
beer only reach 5.5 million for the rest of, 

the year. j—

Pn 1 51
Design bv Rob Reed
Sky photo coutte y Kenneth Houseal
Mteel pliota 11lurtesy Kat Trumbull

Throughout the ages
Nathaniel Kirkland
Press Staff Writer

Remember the days when 
you .could wear short -sleeves 
and sandals? The days'when the 
sunshine 'broke over* the horizon 

' before 6 a-.m.. not to-set until past 
9 p.m.? Remember ihe days w hen 
a warm breeze would sway the 
poplar trees into a -roaring- hush* 
of' einerald-Colored leaves and 
rouse-the birds into, song?-Well, 

•those days are fast ;tpproaching. 
Surely, the changing of the sedsoYis 

’ is something that we are all \cr\ 
familiar with, alid since ancient 
times, we've observed the conrs'e 
ol'our planet’s traverse through live 
heavens and'made certain striking 
discoveries along the way.

Perhaps the most weIPknowfl’ 
and ancient of these discoveries 
are the two Solstices, winter and 
summer, and the two equinoxes, 
autumnal and vernal. It was not 
until the 1700s that astronomy 
truly took root and began to 
shed the influences of astrology: 
how ewer, astrology had a history 
more than four millennia old and 
remnants of it are still integrated 
into the sciences of today just as 
the old Roman Gods have made 
their marks on our solar system.

The early Egyptians recognized 
the Sun's passage into Aries as a 
sacred turning point of the year.

■■ •

W W- .

and built the Great Sphinx so that 
it points directly toward the rjsing 
sun orf the vlay of the Spring 

'Equinox. For our ancestors, the 
birth, of spring mdaiu that winter-s 

.cold wqs ebbing, food' supplies 
wpuid soon be replenished. and 
bellies would be full once amain. 
Ex entodqv, each year on theLZOth of 
March. Druids and Pagans gather 

. at Stonehenge early in the morning 
to mark the Spring Equinox and; 
kt watch the sun rise above the 
stones. It's an ad hoe celebration 

'that brings together England's 
New xge Tribes (neo-druids, neo
pagans. Wieeans) with ordinary 
families, tourists, amt travelers It 
is oqly on the equinoxes that the 
sun rises directly from the east ami 
sets directly in the west.

The May ans of Central America 
’still gather at the pyramid at 
.Chichen ftza, which was designed 
to produce a “serpent’' shadow on 
the Spring Equinox. -'Tegalithic 
people on Europe's Atlantic fringe 
calculated .the date of the Spring 
Equinox Using circular fliionuments 
constructed of huge stones. 
Germanic tribes held a feast-day 
for their version* of the fertility 
goddess, Eostre (the Eastern 
Star), on the full moon following 
the Verbal Equinox. Eostre. 'is 
associated with the symbols of 
decorated-eggs and hares. Ancient 
influences from the worship of 
the.godde.-s Ostara or Eostre have 
persisted in the form of fertility 
symbols of Easier eggs and. the 
hare or rabhit. The themes of 
sprang, rebirth, and fenihty are 
rich at this time of year, echoed m 
the Christian-tradition of Easter— 
celebrated soon ‘ alter the Sun 
moves into Aries, the Sunday 
following the first fall nwton after 
the. Equinox.

Continued rages 8&fl|
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MERYL MARSH CHECKS OUT THE LEELANAU COUNTY ICE 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Drug bust in T.C.

On Wednesday, Feb. 26, The Traverse Narcotics Team (TNT) and the Grand Traverse Sheriffs 
Office arrested three suspects on drug trafficking-related charges after receiving tips that illegal 
drugs were being bought and sold out of a hotel room in the East Bay area.

Authorities seized what they suspect was 38 grams of crack-cocaine, eight grams of 
methamphetamine, and six grams of heroin, with a total estimated value of $8,000. There was also 
evidence that the drugs were to be packaged for sale. In addition, officers found drug paraphernalia 
in the room, suggesting heavy drug use by the occupants.

Anyone with information pertaining to this incident is encouraged to call D/Lt. Dan King of 
TNT at (231) 922-0993. For any other illegal drug activity, call the drug tip line: (231) 338-0868.

Support for gay rights on the rise in Michigan
A new poll of600 registered voters in Michigan shows strong support for civil marriage equality 

in Michigan. According to the poll, 59 percent of Michigan voters believe that Michigan’s ban on 
same-sex marriage passed by voters in 2004 is unconstitutional. While courts around the nation 
debate the issue, 63percent of Michigan voters support recognizing marriages from other states. 
Polls have consistently shown support for passage of marriage equality in Michigan, and this 
poll shows 56.2percent of voters continue to support marriage equality. Opposition to same-sex 
marriage has dropped from 37.6percent in May 2013 to 33.8percent in February 2014. The survey 
was commissioned by Equality Michigan.

In similar news, Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano signed an executive order on Feb. 19 
expanding Wayne County’s equal employment and non-discrimination policies in the workplace to 
include sexual orientation and gender identity. The county joins Washtenaw and Ingham counties 
in expanding already existing protections to LGBT workers.

At a signing ceremony, Ficano said that "Equal rights need to be applied fairly to all. We’ve had 
a zero-tolerence policy that prohibits discrimination on the basis of gender, race, national origin 
and a verity of other criteria. We also need to ensure that sexual orientation and gender identity are 
given the same protections. This executive order does that.”

Habitat for Humanity seeks applicants for housing
Habitat for Humanity-Grand Traverse Region is seeking qualified persons/families for homes 

it will build in Depot Neighborhood in Traverse City throughout the 2014-2015 construction 
season. Anyone interested in applying for homeownership through Habitat for Humanity is 
encouraged to attend one of the Application Fairs. The events will be held in the McGuire Room 
at the Traverse City Public Library on Tuesday, March 4 at 6 p.m. or Saturday, March 8 at 11 a.m.

Families are selected based on need, ability to make house payments of approximately $550 
per month and a willingness to partner with Habitat by fulfilling 275 hours (per adult) of “sweat 
equity” by helping to build their home, attend homeowner education classes and work on other 
Habitat projects. Priority will be given to those who live and/or work in the Grand Traverse Region.

Prospective applicants and the general public are invited. Registration is not required, but will 
be appreciated by calling Nancy Kiogima, Family Services Manager, at the Habitat office at (231) 
941-4663, ext 121. You must attend the presentation to be considered for a home. Child care will 
not be provided.

College students can put off jury duty
Gov. Rick Snyder signed a bill Feb. 18 that allows full-time college students to postpone jury 

duty until the end of the school year.
“Serving on a jury is an important part of our civic responsibility,” Snyder said. “However, for 

college students, jury duty can be disruptive to their studies. This law gives them the opportunity 
to focus on their education while still giving them the opportunity to serve after the school year.”

House Bill 4570, sponsored by state Rep. Kevin Cotter, requires the chief judge of a judicial 
circuit or district to postpone the jury duty of students at Michigan’s public universities, community 
colleges and other educational institutions and vocational schools, if the student proves that it 
would interfere with his or her class schedule. A similar exemption already exists for eligible high
school students.

HB 4570 is now Public Act 10 of 2014.

Women’s History Project tests your knowledge
On Saturday, March 15 at 1 p.m., the Women’s History Project will host “Two Truths and a 

Lie,” a game in which students and community members will dress up as historical female figures 
and test your knowledge by giving you three “facts,” two of which are true, one of which is not— 
and participants must decide which is which. There is no cost for the event, which will take place 
in room 115 of the Fine Arts Building at NMC’s main campus.

■s



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Spirit Warrior
Shaolin Monk spreads martial arts teachings to Northern Michigan

Caelum Gay
Press News Editor

Sifu Jim Adkins of Traverse City is only 
the second American to earn the honor 
of Shaolin Monk. His dojo on Garfield 
Ave., where he teaches American Kenpo, 
Kung Fu, and Ninjustu, will become an 
official Shaolin Temple next year, once 
the paperwork is finished. The temple 
will be the fourth in the nation, joining 
cities including Los Angeles and Chicago. 
Adkins is also the president of a nonprofit 
organization, the Northern Michigan 
Cultural Center, an effort to promote 
diversity within the community.

Adkins’ journey started in his 
hometown, Casa Grande, Arizona. He 
attended Arizona State University and 
graduated with a degree in economics and 
finance with a minor in philosophy. Martial 
arts had been a prominent focus in Adkins’ 
life long before the road to becoming a 
monk began; he studied the art of Wu Shu, 
practiced by the likes of Jet Li, Bruce Lee, 
and Jackie Chan, for 16 years.

But Adkins’ focus on Wu Shu shifted 
after his friend Mark Steuver, also an avid 
student of martial arts, introduced him to 
the Shaolin Society in Dengfeng, China. At 
this point, Adkins actually possessed better 
martial arts skills than most of the Shaolin 
Warriors. Adkins was essentially asked 
to showcase his talents in martial arts for 
all the monks to see, in order to prove he 
was worth being sponsored. After Adkins’ 
“trial,” only one monk was needed to 
sponsor him, but Adkins had four potential 
suitors.

When it came time for the Abbott, the 
leader of the Shaolin Temple, to approve 
a monk becoming Adkins’ teacher, the 
Abbott, Shi Yong Xin, said no—he wanted 
to train Adkins himself. So Adkins studied

the Shaolin ways for 22 years, traveling 
between the U.S. and China, learning 
much more than martial arts.

When he first arrived at the Dengfeng 
Temple, Adkins explains, he was rather 
taken aback by how simple it all was. 
It seemed rather messy and primitive 
compared to what he was used to. But no 
matter—Adkins meditated, washed floors, 
cleaned dishes, and did other important 
duties at the temple while he was also 
training in martial arts, spending his time 
behind doors closed to normal society, 
Adkins and Steuver spent lots of time amid 
lush green mountains in order to become 
the first, second, and only American-born 
Shaolin monks.

During this time, Adkins actually wasn’t 
completely sold on the idea of meditation. 
He says it wasn’t until one specific moment 
that he realized just how incredible 
meditating is. He was working out inside 
the temple (which is about four square miles 
in size), and as with every other day, there 
was a man with a piece of wood who would 
lightly strike the wood with a small mallet 
on every third step he took. Adkins had 
never really understood why the man would 
do this. Later that day, Adkins went with 
other monks on a walk that led them far 
from the temple to a place for meditating.

Adkins tried to meditate to the best of 
his abilities, but the other monks would 
notice his eyes wander from time to time. 
While he was glancing around, he noticed 
all the monks were breathing together and 
moving their prayer beads in their hands 
at the same time. So Adkins focused again, 
and this time everything was silent, and 
during this moment of focus he started to 
hear the beat of the man striking the mallet.

All the monks (including himself now) were 
moving their prayer beads and breathing in 
unison with the beat of the mallet far away. 
Adkins calls it a “great experience.”

In order to become a monk, Adkins 
also became a student of Chen Buddhism 
(as a philosophy, not a religion), learning 
about the Eightfold Path and the Four 
Noble Truths, which are essential teachings 
by Buddha that provide the structure for 
Buddhist thought. He is currently learning 
about Eastern medicine. One is always 
learning, Adkins commented.

“It’s an ongoing process.”
He also explained that some of the 

practices required to become a monk are 
not to be shared with the public.

Today, Adkins has moved to Traverse 
City to retire with his wife (who has family 
in the area). With his own dojo, a nonprofit 
organization to run, and visiting China 
every year, he has plenty to stay busy. His 
dojo, White Tiger, has three practicing 
black belts (including himself). Adkins 
explained that he is very selective in terms 
of who he gives a black belt. To date, there 
are approximately 10 students who have 
received a black belt from him.

It’s tough for Adkins to decide what 
accomplishment he is the most proud of. 
At first he jokingly proclaims that pride is 
an abomination. But after a few moments 
of deep thinking, Adkins says, “[I’m] most 
pleased with every smile that walks out of 
this dojo.”

For more information on White Tiger 
Martial Arts or the Northern Michigan 
Cultural Center, call (231) 313-6900 or visit 

jadkinskenpo. com.
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WinterFestatNMC
Student Veterans Association heats things up
Nicole Wildman Its cold
Press Editor in Chief ou1t; RcJ'ly

--------------------------------- cold. But the
NMC chapter of the national group Student 
Veterans of America (SVA) is helping warm 
things up on campus with two events: a 
broomball tournament and a chili cook-off, 
this month.

The events are being organized by SVA 
president Nate Lentz, an Iraq war veteran, 
and some other members of the SVA.

“NMC has given us so much, we want 
to give back in whatever way we can,” Lentz 
comments.

The broomball tournament will be held 
over aperiod offour days, from Monday March 
10-Thursday March 13, most likely between 
4-6 p.m. (Final game times will be decided 
upon once all the teams are nailed down.) 
Teams will consist of around six players, 
though it’s always good to have substitutes

available. Those interested in playing can 
either form their own team, or contact Lentz 
to be placed on a team. Have a partial team? 
Lentz can help fill the gaps. Players can make 
their own broomball equipment, but the SVA 
can provide equipment as well. However, 
Lentz recommends the DIY option.

“It is fun to make them,” he grins.
If the joy of creating equipment and 

knocking a ball around for a few hours isn’t 
tempting enough to convince potential 
participants, maybe the prize money will be; 
the winning team will receive a reward of 
$100.

The game will be played in the field 
between West and East Halls, right on top of 
the snow, which is already plowed.

The chili cook-off, which takes place 
Tuesday, March 11 from noon-2:30 in the 
Welcome Center in the Health and Science 
Building, is also a fundraiser. The SVA

hopes to create a fund to help veterans who 
are struggling. For a suggested donation 
of $1, students, staff, and members of the 
community will get to try several different 
chilis, cooked by NMC student veterans. 
Of course, any donation above $1 will be 
accepted, but Lentz says that even if the group 
doesn’t manage to raise money, the event will 
still be a success because it will bring student 
veterans together with others on campus, not 
to mention with each other.

Lentz and the SVA are really trying to 
build a community of veterans, to help build 
the camaraderie they enjoyed while in the 
military. He points to the planned events as 
activities that will promote teamwork as well 
as friendly competition.

According to Lentz, there are at least 
260 veterans attending at NMC. About 30 
of them are part of SVA—a core group that 
really gets involved. Lentz thinks that events

like the tournament and cook-off will get 
more veterans involved, give them “a reason 
to show up.”

“I think for those guys who need that 
camaraderie or that sense of belonging 
that you kind of lose when you become a 
civilian—that’s what we can provide,” Lentz 
says. He states that the real goal is to keep 
veterans in school, and says anything the SVA 
can do for vets will help with that.

Lentz, who served for four years in the 
U.S. Army, was honorably discharged in 
2012.

“I love it here [at NMC],” he says. “I just 
like being back in school. I didn’t care for it 
when I was younger, but after having served I 
have a different perspective. The faculty and 
students have been great. Everyone is friendly 
and supportive—it’s just a nice place to be.”

Those who wish to participate in the 
broomball tournament can get in touch 
with Lentz by calling Outreach Servies, the 
headquarters for SVA, at (231) 995-2524, or 
by stopping into the office in the basement of 
West Hall—any member of the staff can help 
you sign up. Or, contact Lentz via email at 
nlentz@nmc.edu.

Vets for Peace seeks applicants 
for scholarship
| Nicole Wildman
| Press Editor in Chief

Veterans for Peace (VFP), a local non-profit 
group that is pro-veteran, anti-war, is seeking 
applicants for the $1,000 scholarship they plan 
to award for the 2014-2015 academic year. The 
scholarship was named for World War II veteran 
and longtime VFP member John Lewis, who, still 
living, presents the scholarship to each recipient. 
It’s the brainchild of VFP president Tim Keenan, 
who got the idea during a life-changing hike on 
the Appalachian Trail.

Keenan, a Vietnam War veteran, came back 
from the war to find that he was extremely 
uncomfortable in the forest—it was too much a 
reminder of the jungles he’d fought in. In order 
to overcome his fear, he decided to hike the entire 
Appalachian Trail, all 2,200 miles of it. The hike 
gave him plenty of time to think, he says, and 
one of his earliest ideas was to use the hike as a 
fundraiser. While taking breaks from the trail to 
restock supplies, Keenan made use of internet cafes 
to contact friends and acquaintances and hit them 
up for donations. He not only raised $6,000 for a 
scholarship fund, he also raised $3,000 to donate 
to the Women’s Resource Center for victims of 
domestic violence.

In order to be eligible for the John Lewis 
scholarship, applicants must either be the 
descendant of a veteran, or be planning a career 
in some form of peacekeeping. In addition, 
applicants must complete a FAFSA, demonstrate 
financial need, be admitted to NMC, and 
maintain academic progress (no minimum GPA). 
Applicants must then stand in front of a panel for 
a short interview before final approval. Last year’s 
recipient, Carry Helsel, just graduated from the 
nursing program.

Applicants must also agree with VFP’s mission.
“Our main goal is to increase the public 

awareness of the total cost of the war—financial, 
PTSD, loss of lives, loss of limbs, traumatic 
brain injuries, suicides (both at home and during 
deployments), divorce, civilian and contractor 
casualties,” said Tom Emmott, VFP’s military 
counter-recruitment specialist.

Emmott, also a Vietnam War vet, says he knows 
there are veterans, including some of those who are 
students at NMC, who question the validity of the 
wars they served in, a feeling he identifies with. He 
says he thought he was doing the right thing when 
he signed up to go to Vietnam, but adds:

“... After I completed my tour of Vietnam, I 
knew we were doing the wrong thing.”

He says he’d like to hear from young veterans, 
get their views, and maybe recruit some of them to 
join Veterans for Peace.

Keenan points to the alarmingly high incidence 
of suicides among soldiers as one of his main 
concerns about people fighting in wars. He says 
that 22 vets commit suicide every day, and that 
more Iraq vets have died by their own hands than 
have died in combat.

Both Keenan and Emmott say they seek the 
company of soldiers and vets.

“I think the highlight of the military for me was 
the camaraderie of my fellow soldiers,” Emmott 
comments, echoing a sentiment frequently 
expressed by veterans of all sorts. Providing that 
camaraderie is something VFP aims to do.

Keenan’s time on the trail had a major impact 
on his life.

“All the experiences on the trail—some of them 
replaced the horror experiences I had before,” he 
says.

As for camping?
“I slept with one eye open.”

Veterans for

The local Veterans for Peace O
(VFP) group will meet •’I

Saturday, g.g
March 15 3 & 

at 10am § ~ 
downstairs ®

at Horizon Books in «*
downtown Traverse City. EGo w
All veterans young and old, St

as well as supporters of vets g £ 
seeking alternatives to war, 3 

are encouraged to attend. " p)
Learn more at our web site: www.vfp50.org
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The Essential 
Calvin and Hobbes
I Lucas Nielsen
Guest Writer

Dear Editor,
I am wondering if you or your student body 

knows how the whole military recruitment system 
works in schools?

Schools receive funding from the Federal 
Government to allow recruiters into schools. In the 
case of TCAPS, 8% of their annual budget comes 
from this funding. Hillsdale College is the only 
college in the State of Michigan that does not receive 
state or federal funding.

As a member of Veterans For Peace Chapter 50, 
here in Traverse City, I am concerned, as well as the 
rest of our membership that students and parents 
are receiving incorrect information from recruiters. 
As members, one of our goals is to make sure that 
students and parents are aware of the questions they 
should be asking of recruiters and also be made 
aware of the answers they should be receiving. Due 
to rules governing this sort of thing, we are not 
allowed into the schools to offer this information 
so I am attempting to get it out there through your 
media.

There are 17 questions and answers and they 
are available through the American Friends Service 
Committee and the National Youth & Militarism 
Program. Students and parents can contact them 
by phone at 215-241-7176, by email at youthmil@ 
afsc.org or their website at www.youth4peace. 
org. You can also go to www.myspace.com/ 
youthandmilitarismasfc. Veterans for peace would 
also be happy to supply anyone interested with a 4

x 6 laminated card with the questions and answers. 
Just go to our website at VFP50.org and look for my 
name and phone number.

Here are 3 typical questions and answers.
# 1: How long is my enlistment actually for? 

Answer: Your enlistment period will last 8 years. 
Some portion will be active duty and some portion 
will be reserve duty. Reserve duty can be made 
active.

# 12: What are the negative aspects of my 
training? Answer: Studies have shown that those 
who are trained to kill and deal with the stress of 
warfare have the tendency to develop emotional and 
psychological health problems.

#16: Have you ever seen combat and do you 
think exposure to it is healthy for me? Answer: Any 
recruiter who tells you that experiencing combat 
is healthy must not be aware of the thousands of 
veterans who are suffering from PTSD, surviving 
without arms or legs, or whose quality of life will 
never be what it was before they witnessed combat.

There are 17 questions you need to ask and there 
are 17 answers you need to receive. Any deviation 
from the responses is simply that—deviation.

Tom Emmott
Veterans For Peace Chapter 50, Traverse City, MI
Military Counter-Recruitment

In the mid-1980s, more than 
28 years ago, a comic strip debuted 
amid others that had been running 
for decades. Within a couple of years, 
it was syndicated in newspapers 
across the country and its creator 
twice won the Reuben Award for 
“Outstanding Cartoonist of the 
Year” from the National Cartoonists 
Society. It has since become known 
worldwide and beloved by many, 
even though it may have seemed a 
bit strange at the start.

It was about a troublesome six- 
year-old boy named Calvin, and his 
philosophical stuffed tiger, Hobbes. 
The two characters went to school, 
formed clubs, played sports, went 
sledding, and discussed philosophy 
during the duration of the strip. 
They also cloned each other, broke 
their parents’ car, traveled through 
time, and explored. But most 
importantly, they were relatable, 
complex, lovable characters that 
facilitated a following of fans who 
continue to praise and cherish the 
work.

Calvin and Hobbes, was created 
by Bill Watterson, who conceived 
and carried it to pen and paper, 
to print. Although I love it, I was 
not able to experience its initial 
run. On New Years Eve 1995, the 
comic ended when I was only 6 
months old. Though I never read 
it during syndication, I collected 
the books. After viewing it in this 
format and being able to re-read 
it time and time again and retain 
interest, I believe it says something 
about the quality of the comic.

Watterson refused to market 
products branded with his Calvin

and Hobbes characters after its first 
few years, for the sake of preserving 
the art. His method included very 
little in the way of interrupting the 
artistic process, since he wrote and 
drew every strip. With nothing 
to interrupt him, he said what he 
wanted to say with his characters 
and managed to keep toys and 
calendars from overshadowing 
the original intent of the strips 
and being lost in a sea of popular 
entertainment. Most, if not all 
comics have been commercialized, 
turned into TV shows, and become 
part of pop culture through constant 
reminders. This is the usual pattern 
of such entertainment, because it 
becomes a part of everyday life. But 
Calvin and Hobbes has avoided 
commercialization and retained its 
original meaning.

If this article in anyway resembles 
a love letter to Watterson, then let it 
be. He has managed to accomplish 
what so few have been able to, 
creating memorable moments and 
fantastic tales in the 3,150 strips 
of Calvin and Hobbes. Personally, 
he has shaped my childhood and 
my aspirations. He has said he only 
drew what he felt, giving life to his 
drawings and weight to his words. 
Drawn with love of the form, the 
quirky characters have become 
iconic and their moments together 
deeply moving. But more than 
just praising Watterson, I suggest 
you read some Calvin and Hobbes 
because you may have missed it and 
it is everything a comic strip should 
be, and more than one could hope 
for.

WRITE US
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should 
be less than 400 words, typewritten, 
and signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and length. 
Opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of The White Pine Press staff or 
any college employee.

A LETTER
BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110

Wanna Vent?
Your rant could go here.

Speak your mind in 250-400 words and let 
us have it. If it's eloquent, relevant, and 

thought-provoking, we'll print it.

Send contributions to whitepinepress@gmail.org
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Should America offer asylum to LGBT 
people from Russia and Uganda?

ADRIAN REED
Social Work

"Isn't America based 
on a bunch of cultures 
together? America is 

the place where you go 
when you don't want to
be in your own country."

EMMA JABOUR
Undeclared

"I think it's more 
complex than just yes 
or no. it's a quick fix, 

but we should support 
their efforts within their

own countries."

STEVEN GASTON
Business

"Definitely."

KRISSIE JOHN
Pre-nursing

"That would be a 
silly thing to say no 
to. There are more 
important things to 
be concerned about

than someone's 
lifestyle."

LAURIE PADDEN
Pre-nursing

"I think one day 
we will look upon 

homophobia like we 
look upon slavery—

an embarrassing part 
of our history."

MIKE ZACHARDA
Accounting

"I agree that 
persecution is 

wrong, but I'm not 
sure increasing our 
population size is a 
good idea ... it just 

seems like opening up 
a can of worms."

CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by Nicole Wildman

Seeking asylum
Emily Osantowski
Press Staff Writer

Imagine living through hell every day of 
your life in fear of being persecuted, beaten, or 
thrown into jail. That’s if you’re lucky; death 
is a possibility. Nowhere is safe; the neighbors 
can report you and if the police stop you in 
your car, it might all be over. You must have 
done something very wrong to be hunted and 
even killed, right? But what if I told you that 
people in Russia and Uganda are threatened 
simply for being true to themselves?

In America, we have the right of freedom of 
speech and personal belief so it’s no surprise 
that the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender) community and their right to 
marriage is such a big controversial issue. 
There are those who do not find the LGBT 
“lifestyle” agreeable—and they are certainly 
welcome to that opinion—but that doesn’t 
mean its not flawed and based on prejudice. 
Let’s just hope that for all those who support 
or condemn LGBT individuals can agree 
that no one should ever harm another person 
without good reason. A good reason to harm 
another person is the practice of self-defense in 
the case of a burglary or attempted murder or

rape. A bad reason to harm a person is because 
you don’t like their race, gender, sexuality, 
or whatever they identify themselves with.

No one should ever feel unsafe at school, 
in public, or at home and that’s why America 
is debating whether or not to offer Russian 
and Ugandan LGBT citizens asylum. Asylum 
allows foreigners to be legal, permanent 
residents in the United States if they apply 
with the correct information and show proof 
of poor conditions where they currently reside. 
It’s easier for foreigners to apply if they suffered 
past persecution or their lives are threatened 
to the point that they fear returning home.

Concerned American tax-payers don’t want 
to be accountable for immigrants (America 
has enough of our own problems) but 
consider that not many people will be offered 
and accepted asylum, so the argument that 
a bunch of Russian/Ugandan immigrants 
are going to take American jobs is not an 
issue. It’s a very complex system that requires 
application, documented proof, interviews, 
and ultimately a judge’s decision. Therefore, 
to say that the immigrants will make a

huge impact on America’s employment 
is a poor excuse when it comes to people 
being forced to stay in their dangerous

"Homosexuality is 
as natural as grass 
is green. It's been 

happening since the
dawn of man in various 

civilizations."

living situations. Besides, it IS Americas’s 
problem if innocent people seek refuge in 
our country and we react by looking away. 
What kind of message is that going to 
send to the world? Not a very good one.

Why should we support any LGBT people 
anyway? Because homosexuality is as natural 
as grass is green. Its been happening since 
the dawn of man in various civilizations. The 
best thing about same-sex couples is that they

cannot reproduce and thus are more likely 
to adopt the children that straight couples 
were too irresponsible to take care of. Oddly 
enough, this means that only straight parents 
can produce homosexual children, so the 
theory that homosexual parents will produce 
homosexual children has been debunked!

On another note, LGBT marriages aren’t 
a threat to religious sanctimony of traditional 
marriage. Straight marriages end in divorce 
all the time because of abuse, money issues, 
or cheating. Britney Spears and Jason Allen 
Alexander were married for two whole days! 
Ah, the abuse of holy matrimony!

Last but not least, it’s rather odd how 
many people who are against LGBT rights 
also claim to be pro-life and they are more 
concerned about an undeveloped egg than 
an actual breathing human being with 
memories and a consciousness. It’s time 
to be truly pro-life and start opening your 
hearts to the people who need you most. 
Don’t let ignorance stand in the way of better 
judgment - lives are at stake.
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The pathway to your future begins at Grand Valley in Traverse City!

Wherever you’ve been, wherever you’re going, a bachelor’s degree 
in liberal studies from Grand Valley State University in Traverse City 
will help you get where you want to be.
• Start fresh or use previously earned college credits
• Convenient evening, hybrid, and online courses
• Take classes close to where you work and live
• Small class sizes mean personalized attention

Learn more today!

www.gvsu.edu/traverse • nminfo@gvsu.edu • (231) 9954785
NMC

University
Center

GrandAAlley 
State University

Traverse City 
Regional Center

Pregnancy 
Care Center

For area musicians we provide you with a network of artists and 
services that will build your press-kit to your specifications.

Professional Services Provided 
at Affordable Prices

Recording Photography 
Videography Graphic Design 

Manufacturing Event Planning

Pregnancy Confirmation in a 
Caring Environment 

Information on abortion and pregnancy

Pregnancy tests and confirmation 
ultrasound for those who qualify

Recording Services 
By Studio Anatomy

All Services Offered 
Free Confidential 
in a Caring Environment

(231) 929-3488 www.know4sure.org 
121 South Garfield, Suite C • Traverse City, MI

icebook.com/TC-Music-Markit 
Contact us for your free consultation at

TCMusicMarkit@gmail.com
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EQUINOXAlthough March was the third month of the Julian calendar,, in the oldest Roman calendar it was the first month of the year. The holidays observed by the Romans from the first through the Ides (the full moon, usually at the middle of the month) often reflect their -origin as New Year celebrations, and the celebrations were numerous. The most prominent of these, the festival of Liber Pater or “The Free Father” was in honor of -an ancient god of fertility, and wine. The Liber Pater’ was also a vegetation god, responsible for the protecting’ of seed. In the later Imperial period, the Ides began a.“holy week” of festivals for Cybele, a Roman fertility goddess, and her cohort Attis, a vegetation god. These festivals were called Halaris and it is where the word “hilarious” is derived. Attis was said to have had a virgin birth, crucified, and resurrected on the vernal equinox three days after death. Attis1 miraculous life and death is mirrored also by the Greek god of fertility and wine, Dionysius.Yes, the season is ripe-with celebrations-Bacchanalians with their drunken revelry, the Jewish fasting of Passover, the Pagan flower arranging of Ostara. On March 21, the days will finally be longer than the nights because of this comic occurrence, and it’s hard not to be infected by a little springtime enthusiasm.

THE DEDSON TOD THESEBSOI
THE CAUSE IS THE AMOUNT
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WHITE PINE PRESS FEATUREThe vernal, or spring equinox -occurs when the sun is directly above the -'equator; this results in the number of daylight being approximately equal to the number of nighttime hours, hence the name “equinox” deriving from the Latin aeqrius (equal) and nox (night). Because of the 23.5 degree angle on our planet’s axis, the amount of solar radiation varies by a total of 47 degrees — 23.5 degrees north of the equator, and 23.5 degrees south of the equator. These intervals pre marked on globes as the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. .The astrologers of the time, about 3,000 B.C.E., noted that'the longest length of day occurred around Jupe 21, when “the-sun was entering the house of Cancer” and the shortest day octurred around December 21 when “the sun was entering the house of Capricorn.” This 23.5 degree angle is, in fact the cause of the seasons. Ironically, summertime in the northern hemisphere actually, accurs when the earth is furthest from the Sun, or at “aphelion,” and winter occurs when the sun is closest to the sun, at “perihelion.” But it is the tilt that gives us our changes in temperature.The Zodiac begins with the sign of Aries on March 20, (though this date can fluctuate slightly from year to year due to the balance of common years and leap years); the date also correlates with the beginning of the vernal (spring) equinox. However, due to the Milankovitch cycles (the oscillates of Earth’s axis between 22.1 and 24.5 degrees on a 41,000-year cycle) this point, at the equinox, is no longer in the constellation Aries, but rather in Pisces. By the year 2600 it will be in Aquarius. Some Archeoastronomers and Astrologers believe that will be the start of the approximate 2,150 years of “the Age of Aquarius,” while others think it may have already started.

■M- Earth’s orbit is not 
depicted accurately
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CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE 
AND OTHER 
DEGREES 
TO SAFEGUARD 
YOUR FUTURE.
Ferris State University offers degrees that 
align educations with occupations in growing 
career fields. And with 19 locations, online 
programs and affordable tuition, there's an 
opportunity near you. Learn more about what 
we offer at Northwestern Michigan College 
at ferris.edu/traversecity.

Ferris State University / traverse city

The overlooked privilege 
of attending community 
college

I David Root
[Guest Writer

When I first came to Northwestern 
Michigan College in the fall of 2010, I never 
imagined I’d be able to make it as far as I have. 
After graduating high school with a 1.8 GPA, I 
enrolled at the behest of my father, a renowned 
Datastician who’d spent over a decade of his 
life earning various degrees himself. As for 
myself, up until my attendance at NMC, I 
never had much interest in school. Like, at 
all. In fact, if you had asked me what my life 
aspirations were as I was about to graduate 
high school, I would have probably said ‘death 
metal guitarist.’

Context is everything.
As I write this, I’m on spring break from 

Michigan State University, a school of nearly 
50,000 students, over 2,000 faculty members, 
and some of the top sports teams in the 
country (Go Green). As of this past January, 
I am now a writing consultant for one of the 
largest writing centers in America, as well as a 
writer and associate producer for two broadcast 
television shows through MSU’s Telecasters 
Association, which hosts the country’s longest 
running college sitcom, ‘The Show.’

When my new colleagues at State ask me 
where I transferred from, about one in 20 
even know of NMC’s existence (even when I 
exclaim my make-believe title of ‘The Fightin’ 
Black Squirrels,’ since, you know, they will 
literally fight you). But as soon as I’m asked 
how much money I spent during my three 
years at NMC, potentially homicidal Black 
Squirrels are the last thing on their minds.

Obviously, MSU is on a completely 
different level than NMC in terms of scale 
and educational goals/resources. But I realize 
now that my new career at MSU would not 
have been possible without NMC. I’m not 
just talking about GPAs or general education 
requirements. It was here that my passion for 
learning, repressed by years and years of petty 
distractions and inspirational inadequacy, 
reawakened. It was here that I was finally able 
to become fully immersed in subject matter in 
a way that was truly fascinating and inspiring. 
Education is nearly impossible without a 
willingness to learn. Without NMC, I would 
have never realized that value.

The true scope of what NMC offers as 
a pre-university educational institution is 
completely underappreciated. The full-time 
faculty includes some of the most experienced 
and knowledgeable professors in the state. 
These educators, who are more than qualified 
to teach at virtually any university in the 
state, choose NMC over far more prestigious 
colleges. These teachers don’t come here for 
the pay. They come for the sake of small, 
interpersonal classrooms and the chance to

facilitate one-on-one communication of ideas 
not possible at larger universities. Ultimately, 
they choose NMC for a chance to share their 
knowledge and expertise as effectively as 
possible.

NMC gave me far more than an adequate 
transfer GPA and core requirement credits. It 
was the first place that gave me an honest and 
real sense of reality, both in what is expected of 
a college graduate and how essential education 
truly is to the modern world. It was in Jim 
Bensley’s World Cultures class where I realized 
the invaluable privilege of having access to 
education; it was in John Zachman’s Political 
Science and International Relations classes 
where I began to see education as the essential 
ingredient for worldwide stability that it is; 
and it was in Amjad Khan’s Economics classes 
where I learned just how important having an 
educational infrastructure is to the growth and 
sustainability of any society.

When I auditioned for MSU’s Telecasters, I 
was able to cite a year of experience working with 
the White Pine Press, a position that required 
concrete deadlines, group collaboration, 
creativity, organization, and some serious hard 
work. Without that experience, I wouldn’t 
have been accepted, and I firmly believe that 
I’d be lost in a maze of Teaching Assistants 
and IAH/WRA requirements without my 
experience at NMC. And though I still have a 
long way to go before I earn my bachelor’s, I’d 
be nowhere near where I am today without my 
three short years here.

Being back amongst the White Pines this 
week, I can’t help but feel just as at home as I 
do amongst the frat boys and 250 seat lecture 
halls down in East Lansing.

And there’s no better feeling in the world.

*
%
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ADJUNCTS 
AFTER HOURS

An adjunct instructor is an instructor who does not have a full-time teaching position 
at NMC. Often, these instructors wear many hats. Outside of NMC, they may have 
another career, practicing in reality what they teach in classrooms—or something 
completely different. Many of them are involved in community and humanitarian 
projects. And all of them are just downright interesting. So, in order to give readers a 
glimpse into the lives of our adjuncts, we bring you this series, Adjuncts After Hours. 
We'll profile some of the most interesting instructors and gain some insight on what it 
really means to be an adjunct instructor at NMC.

Edris Fan a
Press Staff Writer

Spanglish
Handmade eats, fast food prices

adjunct 
at NMC,

Adjunct and full-time 
professors are both a big 
part of Northwestern 
Michigan College’s 
(NMC) campus life.
These are the individuals 
who make NMC 
a solid educational 
institution. Both the 
adjunct and full-time 
professors make sure 
that their knowledge can 
be transferred to their 
students.

Every semester and 
every day, NMC’s 
professors give their 
best to make this 
environment a place for 
students to succeed.

Like many other 
ambitious 
professors
Patrick Niemisto
believes in hard work 
and makes sure his 
class is an environment 
for a better education.
Niemisto, a father of 
three children, taught 
music at Glen Lake 
Public school for 30
years. All of his three children are musicians 
and Niemisto believes that they will continue 
in the field of music. He plays guitar and 
other instruments in several different bands. 
Niemisto also is a private guitar guide for 
those that study independently.

Niemisto joined the NMC family in spring 
2014, teaching in the Audio Tech department 
at NMC’s University Center, which consists 
of teaching about sound recording and live 
music.

Niemisto is a graduate of Northern 
Michigan University with a degree in music. 
He is originally from the Upper Peninsula 
but has lived in Leelanau County for 35 
years. Niemisto also runs his own recording 
studio and is familiar with playing many 
instruments.

PATRICK NIEMISTO
“The best part in teaching music in a bigger 

class is learning to work with people and their 
level,” Niemisto says, also adding that even 
though sometimes it is hard to work with so 
many people who have different strengths, he 
believes that music is a universal language that 
keeps everyone alive.

Being born into a family where the sound 
of music encircled the house would attract 
anyone to follow the footprints of music. 
Niemisto’s mother was a pianist and he 
believes that he has got the love of music 
and wanting to become a musician from the 
inspiration of his mom and his band teacher 
in high school, who believed in his talent. As 
hobbies, like most artist and singers, Niemisto 
likes to travel and write songs when he is not 
teaching.

Emily Lechowicz
Press Staff Writer

Tucked away in the Grand Traverse 
Commons, across the way from Left Foot 
Charley’s, is a hidden secret: Spanglish. 
The restaurant is small, but authentic as a 
Mexican restaurant in Northern Michigan 
can be. When I walked in, I felt like the 
restaurant was personal and very cozy, not 
in least part due to the delicious smells that 
were drifting out of the kitchen!

The service was not very personal since 
there was only one server working the 
counter and the dining room, but for the 
lack of staff, it was adequate. I ordered the 
chips and guacamole, along with the chicken 
quesadillas. The guacamole was extremely 
fresh, with big pieces of avocado, tomato 
and onions. The three quesadillas were 
served with soft flour tortilla shells, spicy, 
but not too spicy shredded chicken, and a 
white American cheese which Mexicans call 
“melting cheese” because of how creamy 
the cheese is and how easily it melts. The 
quesadillas were served with a side of chips 
and tangy pico de gallo salsa. The portion 
size of the quesadillas was not very big, but 
I realized after eating them that was done 
on purpose; they were extremely filling! 
They were soft, but a little bit crunchy at 
the same time, making it an excellent meal. 
Both the chips and tortilla shells are made in 
Michigan, in the Grand Rapids area.

CAFE & CATERING

Spanglish also serves tacos with your 
choice of meat, burritos, tostadas, and 
their signature item, tamales, in a variety 
of flavors. Wrapped in the traditional corn 
husk, these tamales are perfect for eating 
in the restaurant, or for buying cold, then 
heating yourself at home or work. They’re 
served with a deliciously salty green sauce. 
The prices are great, too; most bellies can 
be filled for $10 or less. Not a bad deal for 
handcrafted cuisine.

The decor of the pinatas and assortment 
of T-shirts available for purchase, along 
with the Spanish music that was playing in 
Spanglish really added to the ambience of 
the restaurant. The tables were quite close 
together, however. Yes, the restaurant is 
small, but I could hear every single word 
that was said at the table next to me, which 
didn’t make for a personal bite to eat with 
a friend.

The restaurant is a quick-serve Mexican 
restaurant and no reservations are required. 
No alcoholic beverages are sold there, but 
an assortment of Coca-Cola products sold 
in vintage glass bottles can be purchased, 
along with kombucha! Call (231 )-943-1453 
for more information and check out the 
Spanglish Facebook page to see what others 
are saying about this restaurant. Spanglish is 
open Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m.
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Oscar recap: It 
was good until 
the end

Danny Vail on pop punk

| Kat Trumbull
| Press A&E Editor

So, Leo DiCaprio didn’t 
win, yet again. I’m pretty 
upset about that, but who 
isn’t?

Sunday night marked 
the 86th Academy Awards, 
and, boy, was it an eventful 
year. Besides the winners 
and the actual award 
ceremony, the shenanigans 
ran rampant, including 
Ellen DeGeneres ordering 
pizza, taking a selfie with as 
many famous people packed 
into the frame of a single 
iPhone camera as she could 
conceivably fit, and heckling 
Brad Pitt for pizza money. 
Benedict Cumberbatch 
even photobombed U2. 
Running wild with the 
pranks of DeGeneres and 
friends were the emotions 
of winners as they accepted 
their eight pound golden 
babies live in front of the 
world. Sandra Bullock was 
fighting back the urge to 
open the floodgates and 
ruin her make up each 
time “Gravity” won. She 
was saving the waterworks 
for when she accepted the 
award for Best Actress in 
a Leading Role, but Cate 
Blanchett stole her thunder.

Which brings me to the 
point of this article: it was 
good until the end. From 
8:30 to 11:00 the awards 
were being given to the 
obvious winners that we 
were all rooting for anyway. 
“Frozen” won Best Animated 
Feature. “Gravity” sweeped, 
winning Best Directing, 
Best Sound Editing, Best 
Visual Effects, Best Sound 
Mixing, Best Original 
Score, Best Film Editing, 
and Best Cinematography. 
Lupita Nyong’o won Best 
Supporting Actress for her 
role in “12 Years a Slave.” 
All of these wins are no- 
brainers. But at 11:00, 
they dropped the ball

and the entire ceremony 
went down hill. With the 
announcement of Best 
Actress in a Leading Role, 
Best Actor in a Leading 
Role, and Best Picture, my 
heart failed me after each 
incorrect name was called.

Of course, as a girl who 
spends the majority of her 
time on the internet, I was a 
huge supporter of Leonardo 
DiCaprio winning his 
first Oscar after being 
nominated and snubbed 
eight times. I knew in the 
back of my mind that there 
could always be a possibility 
of his loss, but I refused to 
acknowledge it. Also, of 
course Sandra Bullock was 
going to win Best Actress in 
a Leading Role and “Wolf of 
Wall Street” was the obvious 
choice for Best Picture. But 
after 11:00, my predictions 
failed me. Best Picture went 
to “12 Years a Slave.” Best 
Actress in a Leading Role 
went to Cate Blanchett. 
And the knife in the back 
struck deep when Matthew 
McConaughey hugged 
Leonardo DiCaprio before 
accepting the Oscar for Best 
Actor in a Leading Role.

It was a tough year, but I 
think we can all learn from 
what happened Sunday 
night. Lesson one: Ellen 
DeGeneres is the best host 
of all time and should be the 
official host of the Academy 
Awards for the rest of her 
life. I mean, come on, the 
selfie with Bradley Cooper 
already has three million 
retweets and Twitter’s 
server crashed because of it. 
Lesson two: never trust the 
Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences with your 
hopes and dreams.

Congratulations to all 
the winners of the 86th 
Academy Awards! Maybe 
next year, Leo!

Kat Trumbull
Press A&E Editor

Recently, former lead vocalist of 
Costellar, Danny Vail, graciously took 
time out of his busy music schedule 
to be interviewed about his current 
musical projects. Vail is working lull 
time on writing, recording, producing, 
and promoting his new project, 
Friday Night Hero. He has shared 
the stage with national bands such 
as Hawthorne Heights and Rookie of 
the Year, and is widely known across 
Michigan and the local music scenes.

Friday Night Hero, Costellar, and 
Vail’s numerous solo projects all fit 
into the beloved genre of pop punk, 
a style of music largely popular in the 
area due to local Michigan bands like 
Act As One, There For Tomorrow, 
and Fireworks.

“As a style of music, I think of it as 
pop songs played really fast, with the 
guitars turned up to 11,” Vail explains. 
“I’ve always been enamored with the 
catchiness of it and how much fun it 
is to play and listen to, both in the car 
and at shows.”

On Friday Night Hero and the 
decision to retire Costellar, Vail says,

“When I started writing and recording 
songs on my own, Costellar was the 
name I chose under which to release 
these songs. It was essentially a solo 
project that I invited friends to join. 
[Costellar] went through numerous 
member changes until I found a great 
group of guys that have stuck with 
me for the past year or so, and we 
decided as a band that we wanted to 
form something around all of us, not 
just myself, where every member 
contributed to the songwriting and 
recording process.”

Originally from Palm Springs, 
California, but a Kalkaska resident, 
Vail lists the Kalkaska Kalesium as 
one of his favorite venues. He also 
enjoys Studio Anatomy in downtown 
Traverse City.

“I can’t pick a favorite between the 
two because anytime I play at either 
venue, my music is usually well- 
received and the audience is really 
receptive and passionate, not just 
towards my music but for every band 
that plays. It’s really exciting and I’m 
honored any time I am able to play

both venues.”
Although he believes the 

Traverse City music scene was in a 
recent recession, Vail also believes 
wholeheartedly that it will be back 
stronger than ever.

“There’s a whole new generation 
of kids and musicians who are really 
passionate about it and want to see 
it succeed, I think we can make it 
happen if we go about it the right 
way.”

Vail’s current work will soon be 
available and he hopes Friday Night 
Hero can begin touring by the end of 
the year.

“We’ve been working hard, 
recording our debut six-song EP 
under [Friday Night Hero], which 
we started recording at my home 
studio at the beginning of February. 
It will hopefully be mixed, mastered 
and finished by the time this article 
is released. Friday Night Hero EP is 
my biggest priority at the moment. 
This will be a pretty exciting year 
musically and I’m excited to see what 
happens!”
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"The Umbrella Academy"

EA simulates success

Kat Trumbull
Press A&E Editor

Some of us may know Gerard Way as 
the energetic lead vocalist of My Chemical 
Romance, but hardcore fans know that 
Way’s life dream was to become a graphic 
novelist. As a boy, he began drawing 
fantastical events between superheros 
and villians. As he grew, his artwork and 
love for music grew with him. Ultimately 
forming My Chemical Romance with his 
brother and three friends, drawing fell to 
the wayside but he never lost passion. In 
2006, Way’s dreams were sparked when 
he met with Gabriel Ba about creating 
a comic book he had been writing by 
himself for months. In September 2007, 
“The Umbrella Academy” was born and 
published by Dark Horse Comics.

To random families around the 
world, six children with superpowers are 
born. Putting on the facade of a wealthy 
entrepreneur, Dr. Reginald Hargreeves, 
aka the Monocle, adopts the children 
and raises them for a life of heroism and 
protecting the world from unforeseen 
threats as The Umbrella Academy. Several 
decades after the team disbands, the 
Academy is pulled together again by the 
death of the Monocle. Reluctantly, they 
take back their jobs of protecting the 
world. More so than the the storyline 
of the young badasses, is the character 
development of each.

Spaceboy, leader of the Umbrella 
Academy and blessed with super 
strength, had his head transplanted 
onto a gorilla after a disastrous trip to 
Mars—how cool is that? The Kraken, 
the rebellious black sheep of the group, 
has an ability to knife throw with 
incredible accuracy. The Rumor has the 
obvious superpower of being capable of 
altering reality by fibbing. The Seance is 
a master of telekinesis and contacting the 
dead. After a messed up time traveling 
expedition, Number Five is a 60 year old 
man trapped in a 10 year old’s body. The 
Horror possesses monsters from other 
dimensions under his skin, thus his name. 
The White Violin, the most powerful 
of the Umbrella Academy, is capable of 
releasing destructive waves of force using 
her violin that can be strong enough to 
cut someone’s throat or destroy an entire 
building with one note.

Way’s creation was awarded the Eisner 
Award for Best Limited Series and was 
nominated, but did not win, for Best 
Graphic Album. The storyline is a bit far 
fetched and a few of the characters are 
incredibly flawed with a strange backstory 
and I personally believe his music is far 
better than his storytelling, but all in all, 
Gerard Way shines with the Umbrella 
Academy

Lucky Rose
Press Staff Writer

Electronic Arts, a video game 
company infamous for being 
one of the worst companies in 
America, has developed a series 
of sports games that has huge 
potential in bridging the gap 
between role-playing gamers 
and casual gamers. EA SPORTS 
released their new round of 2014 
games for each preferential sports 
fan with titles such as NHL 14, 
FIFA 14, and Madden 25.

For the casual gamer, seeking 
easy controls and big online 
multiplayer payoffs, these 
recent titles offer an array of 
customization to better integrate 
you into why you’re top of the 
leaderboards. Offline, players can 
enter game modes such as “Live 
the Life,” which enables the player 
to create a custom avatar complete 
with a wide selection of faces, play

styles and moves. RPG gamers can 
celebrate these new additions with 
fervor; “Live the Life” features 
both on the field of play choices 
and off the field of play choices, 
where post-game interviews could 
bump your team likeability or 
maybe upset your manager, if 
you’re masochistic.

With enough ratings in any 
likability, your avatar could be 
asked out for post-game drinks 
or equal shenanigans that could 
raise your next game or have you 
hungover on the ice with negative 
penalties to your stats.

More experience points are 
earned through playing the 
matches yourself, but if you’d 
prefer to take a back seat, there are 
simulation options for every game 
that could still net you a decent 
amount of EXP that you can 
accolate to any area of expertise.

In NHL 14, decent EXP can 
make your avatar have a wicked

wrist shot, but with three separate 
fields to put EXP into (Offense, 
Defense, General), there are tons 
of ways to customize your avatar 
to your preferred play style.

Though EA can be a pleasant 
devil to give your money to, these 
recent releases show gigantic 
growth in company brainstorming 
towards closing the space between 
gamers of aggressive opposites.

It may not be worth a pat on 
the back for this company but 
if you’re an avid sports fan who 
wants a more in-depth experience 
in playing the sport you love, EA’s 
new releases can offer you exactly 
what you’ve been waiting for. It 
wouldn’t be a huge guess to assume 
other video game companies will 
start to integrate these features in 
games to be released in the future.
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OH KXV GODS BY EMILY OSANTOWSKI

THIS is CEIWuuwoS- FoftST
CoD- Amo CERRIDwEW- 
kEEPEe Of TUE Cmjcoooj

THIS IS ZYI0RC16HAN, GODDESS 

of waC, death, and fieeiftTH
THE RAVENS Sean To LIKE you

IT'S Good TA' SEE yOU, THOR
I Father

has
i I ravens

we THUNDER 
Geos GOT 
TO STICK 
TO6ETHER, 
TARANiS.

THAHkS Foft 

HAVING. US

nonsense1 you should

HAVE A dRiuk, Too'
low, i oowt tmnk twats 

a Good IDEA
HAVE A DRINK W «L6SRAToN OF SPRING, AIATElAJHAT Do you Do FOR

FUM, LITTLE PATTI/? 
----------- -------------"Tttt

I'LL DRINK UNTIL 
THE WINTER Ha& 
LOCKS APPEALING■' NoRS£ A1£N 

CAN HANDLEV\JE DRiMk, 
ATE FRlEMO
7^-------

«HE,
I'LL

ORlMK 
To THAT

LOKI!7 WHAT
HAPPENED last 

(NIGHT7!

15 THAT THE WINTER HAG7.1NEXT MORNING,. you've GOT THE SWEETEST UNICoPN TATTOO.

DONtT TELL

Pi PJMOM£you've got the sweetest unicorn tattoo
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Second chances:
The history of St. Patrick's Day

Complete your bachelor's degree > ? 
at Western Michigan University
Students at NMC who would like to complete a bachelor's degree can easily 
transfer to WMU-Traverse City. We offer several degree program options 
designed with you in mind. Face-to-face or online, we have you covered. And 
what's more, we are close to your home, making it extra convenient to forge 
ahead with your dreams!

□ Family Studies or Child and Family Development (BS)
• Courses are offered almost entirely online
• Gain provisional status as a Certified Family Life Educator (CFLE) in the 

Family Studies major
• Meet the State of Michigan requirements for child care center directors in 
the Child Development major

□ Interdisciplinary Health Services (BS)
• Courses are offered online or in a hybrid format
■ Prepares graduates for entry or mid-level positions in a variety of 
occupations within the field of health services

□ University Studies (BA I BS)
• Courses are offered entirely online, as well as in hybrid format, when 
courses are available

• Designed for those students who are interested in obtaining a bachelor's 
degree with concentration areas of choice

Visit wmich.edu/traversecityfoi more infoimation or call (231) 995-1846 
to speak to a student service
coordinator today.

WMU-Traverse City
2200 Dendrinos Drive #201 
Travel se City, Ml 49684

w Traverse City
V\l SI! R\ MlCHIGW INlVlRSn'r

I Emily Lechowicz
| Press Staff Writer

March is here, and so are 
Shamrock Shakes, green beer, 
and four-leaf clovers. Most 
American calendars use the 
plant as a symbol for the month 
of March. If Saint Patrick’s 
Day is an Irish holiday, then 
why do Americans feel the 
need to celebrate Saint Patrick 
conquering Ireland through 
the means of religion, as an 
American holiday?

Despite what almost the 
entire population believes, 
the real story of Saint Patrick 
didn’t start in Ireland, but 
England. Patrick's real 
name was Maewyn 
Succat, and he was born in 
Great Britain. At the age of 
16, Succat was kidnapped 
and taken to Ireland to 
become a slave to tend for the 
sheep. After about six years 
in captivity, Succat received 
a vision from God about the 
status of his faith, and he 
knew he needed to turn his 
life around for the good.

On returning to England 
many years later, Succat 
received another vision about 
how he was to return to the isle 
of Ireland and tell the people 
what he had experienced 
through God. It was not until 
after he became a Catholic 
priest that he changed his 
name to Patrick. Patrick's 
main dream for Ireland was 
to build churches and schools 
along the coastlines.

Although a legend states 
that Saint Patrick drove all 
the snakes out of Ireland, 
that myth cannot be accurate. 
While it is true that there are 
no snakes in Ireland today, the 
reason behind it is that the 
ocean near the North Pole is 
far too cold for any species of 
snakes to migrate to Ireland; 
they would have all died in the 
process of trying.

Although blue is originally 
the official color linked to 
Saint Patricks Day, we use 
green to celebrate the holiday 
today. Some say that blue is 
associated with winter too

much, and that green is a sure 
sign that spring is on its way. 
Green promotes new growth 
and second chances, just like 
the Irish received when they 
came to America looking for 
a better life.

The irony of the holiday 
lies in the way it is celebrated. 
For the Irish and Irish- 
Americans, the traditional 
way of celebrating Saint 
Patricks Day usually consists 
of a family meal of corn beef 
and cabbage, soda bread 
and colcannon, which is a 
vegetable casserole. In fact, 
March is Irish Heritage month, 
where the Irish celebrate their 
ancestors coming over to 
America during the Great 
Potato Famine in Ireland to 
start a better life. Usually 
Saint Patricks Day falls 
during Lent, which is an 
important time for Irish and 
Irish-Americans. Most of the 
time, Saint Patricks Day is 
a “free” day when it comes 
to Lent, so people can 
enjoy and indulge 
on the holiday 
and then go back 
to their fasting
the next day.

So how 
does most 
of the

population of the United 
States celebrate Saint Patrick’s 
Day? Drinking, wearing 
“Kiss Me, I’m Irish” t-shirts, 
drinking, the occasional 
boiled dinner, wearing green 
to avoid being pinched and 
—you guessed it— more 
drinking. Some places like 
Chicago take the festivities 
even farther by dying portions 
of the Chicago River green to 
show support for the holiday. 
The way of celebrating Saint 
Patricks Day today does not 
really reflect how the holiday 
got its start, but it is an excuse 
for people to drink as much as 
they can on one day.

Some hints of the Irish 
still linger in the celebrations 
today, specifically through the 
choice of beer consumed on 
Saint Patrick’s Day. Americans 
will drink 13 million pints of 
Guinness, an Irish beer, on 
this holiday alone when sales 
for this beer only reach 5.5 
million for the rest of the year.

Illustration by
Nathan Bailey
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Wabunowin equinox 
phenology
Georg Schluender
Press Staff Writer

When the sun moves northward enough to 
be seen directly over of the earth’s equator it 
is known as the meteorological beginning of 
spring in the Northern Hemisphere. Equinox 
means “equal night,” referring to the fact that 
day and night are equal in length. This occurs 
on either March 20 or 21, the sun rising exactly 
due east and setting exactly due west. Dawning 
of song within the woodlands at the break of the 
rising sun marks the timeliness of the circadian 
rhythms of nature’s beat.

The Anishinaabeg people knew when the 
maples drip the last of their sap, the sandhill’s 
kettle overhead, coyotes adjust to not being 
seen in the morning light and parliaments of 
owls court through the twilight the birthing of 
new life, the coming of spring was upon them. 
Anishinaabeg visionaries known as Wabunowin 
would call a winter like the one we’ve had 
Minookamin (“spring, to be late”). The “Dawn 
Society” recognized the spring equinox as the 
beginning of a new year.

Henry W Longfellow in the poem, “The 
Song of Hiawatha” confesses, “I repeat them 
as I heard them. From the lips of Nawadaha, 
the musician, the sweet singer.” Nawadaha is 
an Ojibwe word meaning, “in the midst of the 
rapids.” Michigan historian Andrew McFarlane 
discovers in Michael Witgen’s book “An Infinity 
of Nations: How the Native New World Shaped 
Early North America” that:

“Longfellow acknowledges Schoolcraft’s influence 
on veiled fashion, when he tells the reader he 
learned Hiawatha’s story ‘from the lips of 
Nawadaha.’ Few readers would realize that this 
was the Indian agent’s Ojibwe name. Longfellow 
asserts that Nawadaha had merely repeated these 
stories, not unlike himself and not unlike an 
Indian sitting in his lodge on long winter nights 
telling stories to amuse the children.”

It is speculated that Nawadaha was a 
Wabunowin to the Anishinaabeg people of 
the Great Lakes and northern plains. Consider 
the Song of Hiawatha—“stories in verse have 
the odors of the forest, the curling smoke 
of wigwams; the rushing of great rivers, and 
the roar of mountain thunder”—the ancient 
wilderness observations may trump science 
when you consider the father of phenology 
Robert Marsham who is best known for his 
“Indications of Spring,” the phenology notes in 
which he recorded 27 signs of spring, starting in 
1736 and continuing for over 60 years that all 
have similarities to the Wabunowin observations 
of the spring equinox.

North America’s phenologist of recognition, 
Aldo Leopold, marked the yearly cycle of the 
spring equinox stating, “Many of the events of 
the annual cycle recur year after year in a regular 
order. A year-to-year record of this order is a 
record of the rates at which solar energy flows to 
and through living things. They are the arteries
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of the land. By tracing their response to the sun, 
phenology may eventually shed some light on 
that ultimate enigma, the land’s inner workings.” 
The Wabunowin ceremonies worshiped this 
for centuries prior to Leopold’s decade of 
observation in, “A Phenological Record for Sauk 
and Dane Counties, Wisconsin, 1935-1945.”

Whether April showers bring May flowers, 
or oaks before ash bring a splash, Longfellow or 
an Anishinaabeg medicine man would agree on 
Minookamin (“spring, to be late”). University of 
Michigan biological investigator Kellen Calinger 
suggests that “large-scale phenological shifts, or 
timing of key life events, observed across many 
ecosystems are consistent with changes expected 
with climate change.” An equinox, a balance 
though some winters seems longer and the 
spring never timely enough, is measured beyond 
our own life span.

Twirling snow dances between budding 
branches, last year’s leaves cast across the 
glistening surface of virgin snow. Winds 
submitting to the scarlet attractiveness of a 
Northern Cardinal feeding upon the decaying 
forest floor which blossoms with freshness as 
the snow recedes. Exposing a coyote cached 
carcass of a deer whose pelt is being collected 
by a congress of ravens which insulates their 
nest. From the woodland’s perspective one can 
see why the Wabunowin consider the spring 
equinox the beginning of a new year.

As the winter winds whisper of the spring 
equinox, wilderness shows its arrival daily. 
Perhaps to be considered the ceremonial 
resurrection of the Wabunowin for the 
meteorological accounts, biological data, 
and phenology are simply the observations 
of the melting of ice, the migrating birds, the 
blossoming of berries, seeds, and the birthing of 
life sustained by death.

In the 1939 book entitled “Educating,” D. 
Bob Gowin suggests a science teaching event 
having four major elements: (1) an event, a person 
experiencing a natural object or occurrence; (2) 
meanings, knowledge concerning the event; (3) 
feelings, emotions and sensations that attend the 
event; and (4) felt significance, a culminating 
sense of warranted satisfaction.

These make up what is known as a 
qualitative natural experience, a form of nature 
appreciation in which thinking, feeling, and 
acting are integrated deliberately in order to 
obtain the richest experiences possible from 
natural objects and occurrences, exactly how 
Wabunowin celebrate Minookamin. Though 
science has perhaps over-thought what is natural 
about the balance observed within nature by 
the Wabunowin, we’ve defined as phenology to 
recognize the spring equinox with the balance 
lying in the poetic Longfellow verse, “Green in 
Summer, white in Winter?”
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