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NORTHWESTERN MICHIG

WHITE PINE
IVe hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may.

BRAIN BASHING
News coverage on concussions in 
the National Football League has the
nation buzzing over player safety, so 
much so that in 2011 the NFL altered 
its rules on kickoffs to minimize "big 
hits." Player safety has been further 
reinforced by the NFL emphasizing to its 
referees to penalize "helmet to helmet" 

hits.

I Nicole Wildman
Press Editor in Chief
Kat Trumbull

| Press Designer

Pg4

IT'S MILEY

GET INKED
Flourishing tattoo industry means choices for T.C. residents

Traverse City has no shortage of tattoo parlors. In fact, anyone looking for ink in this town can choose between seven different studios—eight if 
you include one in Suttons Bay. The variety of choices means potential tattooees can shop around, compare portfolios, and find just the right artist 
to create their tattoos. It also means ease in finding clean, reputable establishments. We profiled just a few of the these to give readers a peek into 
the tattoo scene in T.C.

Disney strikes again! Sweet, young 
actress turned into sexy, naughty 
pop star, Miley Cyrus just can't seem 
to stay out of the celebrity highlights 
- especially after the Video Music 
Awards. America has mixed feelings 
about Cyrus: perhaps it's because her 
immodest and scandalous performance 
was a big shocker, leaving most viewers 
with a dirty feeling and asking, "what 

exactly am I looking at?"

___________Pg6

ADJUNCTS
Every academic year, NMC has been 
trying to provide offices and tutoring 
centers around the campus with a group 
of specialized tutors in their field to 
ensure a bright future for its students. 
Victoria Willson, a reading specialist, 
has worked as an adjunct English 
teacher at NMC since fall semester 
of 2010. She has been teaching those 
students who struggle, especially with 
reading, and are in developmental 

English courses.

CAMPUS INK
WIN A FREE TATTOO!

White Pine Press Tattoo Contest*

Enter your tattoo for a chance 
to win some free ink.
See page 3 for more details.

- Photo by Nicole Wildman

TRAVERSE CITY TATTOO
TOILET TROUBLE
The design flaws of the modern 
toilet started to make themselves
apparent after a great Thanksgiving 
dinner. The 90 degree angle of my body 
while sitting on the porcelain throne 
had me wondering if I had swallowed 

the wishbone.

Ram Lee of Traverse City Tattoo has had 
quite the career since he was “talked into” 
becoming a tattoo artist by a friend when 
he was 29. Since then, he has worked at and 
owned several shops around the nation, but 
most recently, opened his 3-year-old shop here 
in Traverse. Ram, 49, specializes in realism, 
black and grey, and Japanese style tattoos. After 
10 years as a professional illustrator and graphic 
designer, Ram was persuaded after a year and 
a half to join a friend in owning a Christian- 
based tattoo shop in Toledo, Ohio.

“At first, I didn’t want to screw anybody 
up.” Ram explains his cautiousness when 
transitioning from traditional formats of art to 
human skin.

He says his brother, also a tattoo artist, 
helped him calm down a lot about it and 
engaged him in his customers. Twenty years 
later, Ram owns his own private, appointment- 
only, shop. He travels frequently, attending 
tattoo conventions. Ram even became one of 
30 finalists to appear on the reality show “Ink 
Masters.”

Ram believes that the Traverse City tattoo 
community is oversaturated and that some 
artists “do it for the money, not the art,” but 
he firmly believes that if a competitor s art is 
good, and their personality is great, they should 
have no issue succeeding in the market. He also 
believes that the previous stigma against tattoos 
in the workplace is slowly peeling away, but not 
as much as some may hope. With his younger 
clients, Ram makes sure he explains that they 
“don’t want to go below the elbow” because it 
could potentially lose someone a job.

Continued on page 3 
Tattoo tips on page 11
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V-Day calls for an end to 
violence against women

The Vagina Monologues,
One billion Rising return to Traverse City
Nicole Wildman Valentine’s Day isn’t
Press Editor in Chief |US‘ abT°Tu‘,candy

--------------------------------  and Hallmark cards
anymore. A non-profit organization has reclaimed 
and redubbed the holiday—and “V-Day” isn’t all 
about sweetness. According to Emily Magner 
of Student life, the “V” stands for three things: 
Valentine’s, Violence, and Vagina. Why violence 
and vagina? Because V-Day is all about taking a 
stand to stop violence against women.

In a global event called “One Billion Rising,” 
women, and the men and children who love 
them, get together to dance, publicly, as a protest 
against violence. It’s estimated that 1 in 3 women 
will be beaten or raped in their lifetimes.

The dance happens, of course, on Valentines 
Day—V-Day, that is. Last year in Traverse 
City, it took place at the Grand Traverse Mall.

Magner, who helped organized the dance, says 
that hundreds of people showed up to dance, 
and hundreds of people showed up to watch. The 
details of this year’s dance are yet to be determined.

Also in honor of V-Day, NMC will once 
again host the play “The Vagina Monologues.” 
Playwright Eve Ensler wrote the play using stories 
from hundreds of women she interviewed. She 
turned their stories into a series of monologues. 
Many of them are humorous, but the play also has 
a serious tone. Proceeds from the play go to end 
violence against women.

The Vagina Monologues will be on stage at the 
Milliken Auditorium, Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 ($5 for students).

Stay in the loop. Go to “One Billion Rising- 
Traverse City” on Facebook, “like” the page, and 
you’ll stay informed about dancing for women.

ACTING FOR A CAUSE
Domestic violence survivor Lacy Shrum reads at an audition for The 
Vagina Monologues while Nichole Wheelock and Emily Magner, who 
are helping to produce the play, listen. "I have all the passion in the 
world to be here today," says Shrum.
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REVAMP
Wireless Internet at NMC gets a make-over

NMC students have 
long been frustrated by 
a lack of dependable 

wireless Internet access, but now, the college 
is implementing a new wireless system, which 
should be readily available campus-wide by the 
end of January, once installation is complete. This 
new network takes the place of the “NMC open” 
network, notorious for its spotty coverage. The 
network was installed by a company called Netech, 
out of Grand Rapids; they gave the lowest bid for 
the project.

Dan Wasson, Director of Systems and LAN 
Management, is confident that the new network 
will have complete coverage.

“In looking at the project, we actually hired a 
consultant/project manager ... we wanted someone 
with a lot of knowledge,” Wasson says. The 
contractor did a complete survey of the campus, 
coming up with a plan to ensure coverage to all 
campuses, including in classrooms, basements, 
offices, and even mechanical rooms and closets 
(maintenance staff and workers servicing furnaces 
and such need coverage in those areas). Even some 
areas of the Maritime Academy’s training vessel, 
“The State of Michigan,” will have reliable wireless 
coverage.

“I’m really happy about having a reliable 
wireless connection at school,” says NMC student 
Rachel Brow. “It’s frustrating to know that there is

Nicole Wildman
Press Editor in Chief

a connection but to be unable to access it wherever 
I am on campus, so I’m glad that the problem has 
been fixed.”

There will in fact be three networks available: 
one unsecured network for guests, and two secured 
networks for staff and students. In order to use the 
secure network, users will simply enter their NMC 
ID and password upon their first attempt at access.

According to Wasson, there is an advantage for 
staff and students to using the secured networks: the 
guest network will have a much lower bandwidth, 
making it impossible for guest users to perform 
illegal downloads of copyrighted materials such as 
movie and music files. (While illegal downloads 
have always been easy to track by outside entities, 
being signed in with your name and password means 
anyone who downloads copyrighted materials will 
be extremely easy to identify.)

There are, however, areas that tend to have a lot 
of non-NMC people using wireless, which will have 
a higher bandwidth available to guests. Wasson 
says that at the Haggerty Center, the Dennos 
Museum, and the University Center, there will be 
a “Visitor” network, which will be unsecured, with 
a high enough bandwidth for guests to use their 
smartphones and other devices in the ways they’re 
accustomed to using them.

“I’m very excited that we’re going to have this 
system in place,” Wasson says. “It’s takjng our 
technoldgy-based offerings to the" rtext level:”
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BLUE HEART TATTOO
Rex Rector of Blue Heart Tattoo started 

tattooing in 1986 at the ripe old age of 11. 
His mother was a tattoo artist and had all 
the professional equipment, which Rex 
says puts him at an advantage since a lot of 
artists start out just working out of a house 
with homemade tools.

And according to Rex, “Your tools are 
everything in this trade.”

Rex says working on skin is a lot more

difficult than working on paper, but he 
never lets himself be daunted by the 
challenge.

“It’s not done till it’s done,” he told us. 
“You’ve just got to work through it till you 
like it. You can’t go into it thinking, what if 
I mess this up, I can never fix this.”

Rex describes his style as “versatile.”
“I like to work with people so I can 

draw your design, so it’ll be custom ... it’ll

be original, he says.
Rex thinks it’s cool for Traverse City

to have so many tattoo parlors, because 
the variety of choices gives people the 
opportunity to get a good tattoo, instead 
of just going to someone’s house. He 
thinks the fact that so many new people are 
coming to the area is part of the cause of 
the proliferation of tattoo shops.

NORTHWOODS TATTOO
Keoni of NorthWoods Tattoo began 

tattooing when he was 18 years old, but 
has only been doing it professionally for 
a year and a half. He was accepted to the 
NorthWoods team based on his portfolio. 
He says his self-taught techniques allow 
him to “see things differently” compared 
to other artists around. He says he loves a 
deep meaning and hidden truths behind 
the tattoos he gives and can’t stand “flat, old 
tattoos.” His whole philosophy is client- 
based happiness. He enjoys sitting down 
and creating artwork that each individual 
client loves before permanently placing it

on their skin. Keoni says that one of his 
biggest speed bumps in becoming a tattoo 
artist was the permanence of his work.

“Since my [pencil] became obsolete 
and there was no erasing, I’ve adopted the 
idea that there is no going back and you 
can always add more ink. It’s better to go 
lighter now, then add ink later if the client 
wants,” Keoni states.

“Everyone wants to be a rock star.” 
Keoni explains his thoughts on the large 
number of tattoo parlors in Traverse City. 
He says the two best “rock stars” of the 
town are Jeremiah of Collective Ink and

Ram Lee of Traverse City Tattoo.
Keoni thinks the stigma associate with 

tattoos is fading.
“For our grandparents and parents, 

the only people getting tattooed were 
mobsters, gang members, or military men, 
so only bad people or service men were 
seen with them. In the last decade, tattoos 
have begun to be seen as an art form. The 
industry has changed for the better,” he 
explained.

As for tattooing at home? “Don’t guinea 
pig other people—guinea pig yourself.”

GLENART'S STUDIO, INC
Located in Suttons Bay, GlenArt’s 

Studio, Inc. is the only tattoo parlor for 
miles around. But owner and operator 
Glen Weber doesn’t rely on his location 
to draw business. A “fine line tattooist,” 
Glen has been a professional since 1983. 
He began apprenticing in San Diego under 
renowned tattooist George “Doc” Webb in 
1974, training with him until 1987.

He draws, paints, and makes jewelry, 
but Glen was always fascinated by tattooing 
as a child. He’s gotten used to the idea of 
the permanence of tattooing on his clients.

“The first one, you’re definitely nervous,” 
Glen told us. “I still remember it. You get 
real nervous, nauseated. But, you know, it’s 
something I learned to overcome.”

Glen thinks the Traverse City market 
is oversaturated. “It’s way overkill,” he 
says. “I feel sorry for the guys that own 
the tattoo shops because none of them are 
really able to make a living with that much 
competition.”

Glen says when he was in San Diego, 
there were only 13 shops. (It’s worth 
noting, however, that the guys in Traverse

City say they stay busy.) But he’s happy 
to see the stigma associated with tattoos 
disappearing.

“Thank goodness,” he says, “it’s almost 
gone. When I started, they had you 
categorized as soon as you said you were a 
tattoo artist.”

Glen says when you’re deciding who 
to get a tattoo from, it’s important to find 
someone you click with.

“That’s the most important thing, to 
make sure you feel comfortable with the 
person doing it.”

CAMPUS INK
WIN A FREE TATTOO!*

*The tattoo or design with 
the most “likes” wins a gift 
certificate for the equivalent 
of about an hour of work from 
Northwoods Tattoo Parlour, 
Blue Heart Tattoo, Traverse 
City Tattoo, or GlenArt’s 
Studios, Inc. Winner’s choice! 
Contest starts January 24,

2014. Deadline for entries is 
February 15, 2014.
In the event of a tie, the White 
Pine Press Editorial Board will 
choose a winner.
By posting your tattoo, you’re 
giving us permission to use 
the photo in our publications 
related to the contest.

Go to facebook.com/campusinkcontest and post a 
photo of your tattoo.
Don’t have a tattoo yet? Post a picture of your genius 
design idea, and if you get the most “likes,” you’ll win 
the chance to make your vision a reality.
Readers can “like” the tattoo they think is the sweetest.

Cassandra Murphy says the noise 
of the gun is therapeutic.
"It's helped me overcome my fear 
of needles."

Photo by Nicole Wildman

'Photo by Nicole Wildman

Phot'' bWat Trumbull-Punic by PI oi Photo by Peter WeberImarr
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Becoming more than a two-bit programmer
I Nathaniel Kirkland
| Press Staff Writer

Technology is something that 
we use every day; it is involved in 
nearly every part of our lives and has 
saturated our culture and way of life 
exponentially. When it comes to 
emergent technologies an engineer 
can design functionality, a designer 
can construct personality, but the 
software engineer imbues the soul 
of the device, the ghost in the 
machine. A cell phone without code 
isn’t much more than a rectangular 
box with a lithium ion battery.

If the ever expanding market 
place of computer programming 
and software engineering is 
something that appeals to you, then 
our very own NMC campus is a 
good place to start your education. 
Computer science, because of 
its constant evolution, has many 
distinct disciplines and NMC 
offers its own array of courses to its 
students. With NMC’s Computer 
Information Technologies (CIT) 
course you can earn an associate’s 
degree and a bachelor’s degree

Collateral (brain) damage
I P.Aphim (iav \ —I Caelum Gay
| Press Staff Writer

Football is currently under more 
scrutiny than at any point in its 
illustrious history. News coverage 
on concussions in the National 
Football League has the nation 
buzzing over player safety, so much 
so that in 2011 the NFL altered its 
rules on kickoffs to minimize “big 
hits.” Player safety has been further 
reinforced by the NFL emphasizing 
to its referees to penalize “helmet to 
helmet” hits.

According to The Medical 
Institute, “High school football 
players are nearly twice as likely to 
get concussions as college football 
players and high school athletes 
in other sports...” Even President 
Obama has weighed in on the 
subject, saying that he would really 
have to “think long and hard” on 
whether he would let his son (if he 
had one) play football.

Many ex-NFL players 
are suffering from dementia, 
Alzheimer’s and depression 
(amongst other diagnoses), which 
may be linked to head trauma 
caused during their time playing 
football. In May of 2012, ex-NFL 
linebacker Junior Seau committed 
suicide. His brain was studied by

with a unique partnership between 
NMC and Ferris State University. 
In this course you’ll learn multiple 
computer programming languages, 
database management, networking 
and servers utilizing Linux and 
Windows operating systems.

The CIT Development program 
targets the need for networking 
by producing graduates who 
are effective programmers. The 
Microsoft .NET framework 
is utilized to deliver practical 
knowledge of data access and 
application development, with 
the goal of getting you as deep 
as possible into the patterns and 
practices of modern programming. 
A solid understanding of good 
design enables students to easily 
transition into other development 
platforms such as Java.

In a similar vein, Computer 
Information Systems (CIS) program 
gives students comprehensive 
computer instruction in addition 
to a background in business and 
liberal arts. Students enrolled in 
the CIS program will be exposed 
to many facets of Computer

the neuroscientists at the National 
Institutes for Health, who found 
that “he suffered from chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy (CTE), a 
degenerative disease typically caused 
by multiple hits to the head.” The 
scientists said that
he likely developed 
this disease from his 
roughly 20 years of 
hits in the NFL.

Currently there 
are more than 4,500 
former NFL players 
suing the NFL 
over concussion- 
related injuries that 
the league failed 
to protect them 
from. The players 
are also arguing 
that the league 
withheld important 
information on
concussions, which 
exemplifies how they 
didn’t protect the 
players. The NFL 
offered a settlement of 
$765 million, but the 
federal judge, Anita 
B. Brody, has rejected 
the preliminary

Information Technology industry 
which includes programming, web 
development, databases, hardware, 
networking, and operating systems. 
Students will develop software using 
the latest programming languages 
and web development tools, 
creating and developing databases 
using Microsoft Access and SQL. 
They will acquire the skills needed 
to assemble/disassemble PCs and 
troubleshoot hardware and software 
issues and to configure and set up 
local area networks. They’ll also 
work with the latest client and 
server operating systems.

Here are just a few computer 
science careers you may consider. 
Salary data is from the Bureau of 
Labor statistics, May 2012 survey. 
The median salary is the boundary 
between the highest paid 50% and 
the lowest paid 50% of workers in 
an occupation:
Computer and Information 
Research Scientist:
Median Salary: $102,190 
System Software Developers: 
Median Salary: $99,000 
Computer Network Architect:

approval of it. The judge argues that 
the negotiators did not do enough 
to demonstrate how the money will 
be enough for the qualifying former 
players from a pool that is over 
20,000 people.

Median Salary: $91,000
Application Software Developers: 
Median Salary: $90,060

Computer software engineers 
normally work in well-lit and 
comfortable offices or computer 
laboratories in which computer 
equipment is located. Most software 
engineers work at least forty hours a 
week; however, due to the project- 
oriented nature of the work, they 
also may have to work evenings or 
weekends to meet deadlines or solve 
unexpected technical problems. 
Like other workers who sit for hours 
at a computer, typing on a keyboard, 
software engineers are susceptible 
to eyestrain, back discomfort, and 
hand and wrist problems such as 
carpal tunnel syndrome.

As they strive to improve software 
for users, many computer software 
engineers interact with customers 
and coworkers. Computer software 
engineers who are employed by 
software vendors and consulting 
firms, for example, spend much of 
their time away from their offices, 
frequently traveling overnight to 
meet with customers. They call on

However, not everyone is as 
apprehensive about concussions in 
the sport. Sandra Chapman, PhD, 
doesn’t seem to see concussions 
as reason to be hesitant towards 
football. In an article with “USA 

Today”, Chapman is 
reported of saying, 
“Youth football’s 
benefits to health 
and well-being
far, far exceed the 
risks.” It should be 
noted, however, that 
Chapman is not a 
medical doctor; she 
is the founder of the 
Center for Brain 
Health at UT-Dallas 
in 1999.

Current All- 
Pro NFL defensive 
back of the Seattle 
Seahawks, Richard 
Sherman, doesn’t 
think aggressive 
play is the problem, 
instead, he says,

“The NFL is the 
problem.”

The Stanford 
graduate plays for a 
defense that is known

customers in businesses ranging 
from manufacturing plants to 
financial institutions.

Matthew Cardwell, local small 
business owner and Western 
graduate with a bachelor’s in 
Computer Engineering and a minor 
in mathematics and computer 
science has spent 18 years in the 
industry. “Every microprocessor 
needs software from satellites to 
household appliances so there 
are many options for people with 
different interests,” says Cardwell, 
“As far as education, students are 
expected to have strong math 
skills but innovation and creativity 
are also a must-have for tackling 
the more challenging projects.” 
When asked about the workplace 
Mr. Cardwell replied, “Originally, 
software engineering was very 
formal, but just as I started, the 
company I worked for began to 
relax the dress code, jeans were 
still inappropriate but we were no 
longer required to wear ties. Most 
companies are recognizing that 
comfortable and happy employs 
tend to be more efficient works.”

for its tenacious and effective 
play. In a column Sherman wrote 
for MMQB (Monday Morning 
Quarterback, an online column run 
by “Sports Illustrated” writer Peter 
King), he outlines his opinions on 
concussions. Sherman illustrates 
that NFL players know what they 
are getting into.

“Football is a dangerous, violent 
way to make a living. Players know 
that—now more than ever—and 
are willing to live with the risks.”

He goes on to compare his 
profession with that of NASCAR 
and boxing, in that everyone in 
each profession clearly understands 
the risks. Moreover Sherman uses 
the point that if players know what 
they are getting into then it is easy 
to become frustrated when the 
league “waters down” what makes 
it so good. He wraps up his point 
by saying, “If you don’t like it, stop 
watching.”

PBS recently released a 
documentary on the subject, 
“League of Denial: The NFL’s 
Concussion Crisis,” that has elicited 
strong emotions. The two hour 
movie can be watched online for 
free on the PBS website. *
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Get over it
Tattoos are here to stay

Wanna Vent?
Your rant could go here.

Get rid of “gay ’
Gay. Sometimes I hate that word. Why? Because it implies that gay 

people are somehow different than the rest of us, that somehow being gay 
is a defining feature. It’s not—or at least, it doesn’t have to be—except 
that our homophobic society makes it one.

Gay people have to face challenges that straight people do not. How 
to come out? When to come out? Who to come out to? Many of them 
have to worry that the people they love the most may not fully accept 
them. Younger people have to worry about how they’ll be treated at 
school. If you’re gay, showing affection to your partner in public is usually 
seen as provocative, no matter if it’s just simple hand-holding or a bit of 
cuddliness.

So I’m going to go all John Lennon on you. Imagine there’s no sexual 
“preference,” just people loving one another. Imagine a world where 
we don’t see a difference between gay and straight, and people are just 
people. Imagine there is no coming out, and one day when little Billy 
giggles about his crush on little Tommy, no one bats an eye because it just 
doesn’t matter. Or when Suzie finally asks Lisa to prom, mom geeks out 
alongside her because she loves her daughter for who she is, not despite 
who she is.

Society is becoming more comfortable with homosexuality, but I don’t 
think that’s good enough. I think we need to get to the point where we 
don’t feel the need to make the distinction. And while we’re at it, maybe 
we could do the same when it comes to race, and maybe even religion. 
You may say I’m a dreamer, but ... I’m going to keep dreaming. And I’m 
not the only one. Join us, will you?

Nicole Wildman, Press Editor In Chief

Speak your mind in 250-400 words and let 
us have it. If it's eloquent, relevant, and 

thought-provoking, we'll print it.
Send contributions to whitepinepress@gmail.org

Like us on
facebook

facebook.com/thewhitepinepress

Ryan Stevens didn’t get the job. 
A Minnesota corrections officer 
with multiple degrees in law 
enforcement, he was very qualified 
for the corrections deputy position 
he was applying for. There was just 
one problem—the tattoos on his 
arms. Inoffensive and mainly tribal 
in nature, Stevens didn’t understand 
why they were a problem.

“If someone calls 911 and needs 
help, they don’t care if the cop has 
tattoos,” he pointed out.

But the department felt 
differently, and refused to hire 
Stevens. He’s looking elsewhere, 
trying to find a department that 
will hire him.

We’ve all got our own tastes, 
but tattoos and facial piercings 
have long carried a stigma. They’re 
for criminals, low-lifes and drug 
addicts; they’re for biker gangs and 
rowdy women ... untrustworthy 
people, generally speaking.

But the stigma is finally starting 
to fade. With more and more people 
seeking to make their skin a canvas 
for a talented artist to work on, a 
much wider range of tattoos has 
begun to crop up. While many still 
seek naked ladies or flaming skulls 
(pin up girls are gaining traction 
for their “art style”), the popularity 
of religious tattoos has also shot up 
over the last decade or so. Getting 
quotes or song lyrics tattooed is 
seriously trendy. Some people have 
portraits, names, or even footprints 
of loved ones and children tattooed 
onto their skin as a tribute. These 
tattoos have deep meaning to the 
wearer, and represent the ultimate 
form of commemoration. And 
many recognize the potential

for tattooing as a way of making 
one’s own body a work of art, a 
masterpiece.

Tattoos are no longer just for 
the alternative crowd. All kinds of 
professionals—doctors and nurses, 
lawyers and business owners—are 
getting ink, right along with the 
usual suspects. And the Hollywood 
crowd is far from shy about showing 
off their body art. Adam Lavigne 
and David Beckham, for instance, 
are both covered in tattoos, and even 
Angelia Jolie has branded herself 
with the geographical locations of 
her children’s birthplaces, among 
other things. Of course, Hollywood 
has cashed in on the tattoo craze, 
with shows like L.A. Ink and 
Ink Masters not only reflecting 
the trend, but feeding it as well. 
(Which begs the question: why is 
it socially acceptable for musicians 
and sports stars but not for doctors 
and lawyers?)

Still, people are forced to wear 
long sleeves and pants to cover ink, 
or ugly brown bandages to cover 
metal. One tattoo artist complained 
about being served food by a 
person with duct tape on the back 
of his hand—it was there to cover 
a tattoo, and no doubt he did not 
change it with every hand washing. 
Why does the push to cover ink 
trump cleanliness in a case like this? 
(No doubt the health department 
would ask the same question.)

But people are actually denied 
jobs, just because they chose to 
adorn their bodies with permanent 
art. How is that legal? How is that 
not discrimination? Who gets to 
decide what’s legitimate art or 
beauty, and what’s “inappropriate”?

The truth is that beauty, in these 
cases, is not necessarily in the eye 
of the beholder, but in the eye of 
the wearer.

The same can be said of any 
form art. New art forms pop up 
in every generation, and every 
time, the older generation is 
critical. We saw it happen with 
rock ‘n’ roll, surrealism, pop art— 
even Beethoven was considered 
a rebel. Eventually, though, 
the trend catches on, and the 
freakish becomes the accepted, 
the celebrated. Tattoos are no 
exception.

Some tattoos are breathtaking 
in their realism, their colors, or 
the quality of workmanship that 
goes into them. Some look like 
watercolor paintings, and some 
are so bright they catch our eye 
from across the room. Some are so 
poignantly imbued with meaning it 
can bring tears to our eyes.

And while some may choose a 
Bible verse or some pretty flowers, 
others may choose to have demons 
crawling out of their skin. Whatever 
form a person’s body art takes, 
we have to respect their choices, 
because a young girl or guy with 
a tattoo or piercing, or heck, even 
a mohawk, is no different than an 
old lady with too much make-up 
and gaudy jewelry. They’re all forms 
of adornment, meant to enhance 
or change the wearer’s physical 
appearance. We all have a right 
to choose how we look, and our 
choices should not limit us to the 
point that they’re limiting us now.

So next time you have a problem 
with someone’s tattoo, just get over 
it. It’s your problem, not theirs.

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should 
be less than 400 words, typewritten, 
and signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and length. 
Opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of The White Pine Press staff or 
any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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We want to know:
Is it ok to hunt one black rhino to help "save" the others?

The Dallas Safari Club auctioned off a permit to kill a black rhino for $350,000, ostensibly in the interest of drawing attention to 
conservation efforts—the money from the auction will go to "the Conservation Trust Fund for Namibia's Black Rhino." 

There are fewer than 5,000 black rhinos in the wild today.

AUSTIN CURRIE,
Business

"I just don't understand 
how they [black rhinos] 
would profit from that— 
how killing one would 
even make a difference 

in saving the rest."

KELLY SANDERSON,
Fine Arts

"The rhino situation is 
like 'The Walking Dead.' 

They're the humans, 
we're the walkers. 

Sometimes you have 
to sacrifice one for the 

greater good."

CHRIS PICKFORD,
Film

On most occasions, 
sacrificing one and 

saving the rest is worth 
it, but if it's about to be 
extinct, it's not really 

worth it."

DANIELLE FOREMAN,
Nursing

"I guess not—it's 
kind of contradicting 

itself."

LIZ FAY,
Student Nurse

"That's disgusting. I 
don't even know what 
else to say because it's

so wrong."

TIFFANY HICE,
Secondary Education

"I say yes, I think 
that's ok, to sacrifice 
one for the many."

CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by Nicole Wildman

Miley Cyrus:
Train Wreck or Sweet Starlet?

Emily Ostantowski
Press Illustrator

Disney strikes again! Sweet, 
young actress turned into sexy, 
naughty pop star, Miley Cyrus 
just can’t seem to stay out of the 
celebrity highlights - especially 
after the Video Music Awards. If 
your computer wasn’t spammed 
with the news already, Cyrus 
joined musician Robin Thicke 
on stage to perform “Blurred 
Lines,” where she was frisky with 
a few teddy bears, getting too 
personal with a foam finger, and 
developed the art of the ‘twerk’ - 
a dance move where one shakes 
their bottoms profusely against 
a person and/or object. America 
has mixed feelings about Cyrus: 
perhaps it’s because her immodest 
and scandalous performance was a

big shocker, leaving most viewers 
with a dirty feeling and asking, 
“what exactly am I looking at?”

Why would anyone dislike 
Miley Cyrus? She wasn’t 
necessarily bad as an actress 
starring in her show Hannah 
Montana as the character Miley, a 
teenager who lived as a schoolgirl 
by day and a pop star at night. In 
the television series, Miley learned 
valuable lessons, sang catchy 
songs, and even acted like an 
average teenager when placed into 
hilarious situations (well, comical 
as Disney sitcoms go, which isn’t 
saying much). She was an idol to 
young girls and while some can 
argue that’s bad, Miley wasn’t much 
different from the lead roles of 
Lizzie Mcquire, That’s So Raven, or 
Wizards of Waverly Place. All these 
shows have main strong female 
roles that show both positive and

negative traits that are needed to 
create interesting conflict between 
themselves and the rest of the cast.
I can understand why Hannah 
Montana's Cyrus still has a strong 
fan base - the show was a staple of 
a generations childhood.

What is making our cherished 
young celebrities go from sweet 
and innocent to overly sexualized

and... kinda gross?

Why would anyone like
Miley Cyrus? Arguments include 
that her music is generic, but most 
pop music is, because it strives to 
be catchy and marketable. Maybe 
you just don’t like the genre. 
Other arguments say that her 
attire is insulting to respectful 
women everywhere, but I wouldn’t 
base my self-worth or any other

woman’s entirely on what’s inside 
of Cyrus’s closet. The best reason I 
can come up with to dislike Cyrus 
is that she was once a popular idol 
among children and now she is 
grinding up against men’s no-nos, 
which isn’t the image we’d want to 
send to the little ones - that and 
the way she chews gum in the 
music video for “We Can’t Stop” 
annoys me. Can we really blame 
Cyrus for how things turned out 
in her life? Wasn’t this predictable, 
seeing that past Disney stars 
endured the same fate? (Hello? 
Lindsey Lohan?) What is making 
our cherished young celebrities go 
from sweet and innocent to overly 
sexualized and ... kinda gross?

Child stars are pressured to 
“grow up too fast” and assume a 
mature role as an adult entertainer.
If not having a normal childhood 
to grow and develop isn’t enough, ,

Cyrus now has to keep up as an 
adult pop star, outdoing singers 
such as Lady Gaga, Katy Perry, 
Nicki Minaj, and Ke$ha (yes, it’s 
spelled with a dollar sign). It’s a 
competitive world in the music 
industry where the bulk of society 
reacts stronger to a musician’s 
image then they do to their music, 
and unfortunately Cyrus got 
wrapped in that. I feel ashamed 
society is so superficial and quick 
to hate a confused child who 
never had peace to mature and 
really find herself. It’s like telling 
her she should be a drug-crazed 
party girl to be relatable and liked, 
then hating her for it. Every kid 
deserves to be a teenager, but 
Miley Cyrus made the jump from 
child to woman too fast and never 
got to experience “the best of both 
worlds.”

Il II
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In-demand excellence 
Four-star execution.
By Cynthia R. Kaan
Ferris Admissions Officer

There are some people who have a natural ability to make 
others feel at home. No matter where they are, what they 
are doing, or whom they are with, they naturally take 
charge and put everyone at ease. Thriving in fast-paced, 
high-stress, high-profile situations, these are the people 
you want coordinating your wedding, running the kitchen 
in a four-star restaurant, and organizing events at the 
hottest new resort. Do you know anyone who fits that 
description?

Kymberli Flanagan does. As an instructor and advisor for 
the Hotel Management program at Ferris State University, 
she can point you to an entire collection of people with these 
passions and talents. One of these passionate individuals 
is Emily Smitter, a student in the
program at the Grand Rapids 
location of Ferris State University.
Smitter has enjoyed the hands-on, 
in-depth nature of the program, 
in addition to the opportunity 
to be involved in activities on 
two different college campuses.
She knows that each experience 
provides valuable knowledge, as 
well as strengthens her resume.
Smitter stated, “I am specializing 
in social non-profit event planning 
and I am looking forward to the 
many different opportunities that lay ahead.”

Flanagan stands behind the highly-respected quality of the

...there is a 
strong business 

core and an 
internship 

that is very 
attractive to 
employers.

Hotel Management program - quality that has 
been established over the last 50 years. Instead 
of being based in the College of Health and 
Human Services as it is in most colleges, Ferris 
chose to offer the program through the College 
of Business. Because of this, there is a strong 
business core and an internship that is very 
attractive to employers. Flanagan emphasized, 
“Employers know the business acumen and 
hands-on skilled approach is what people need 
to be successful in the hospitality industry.”

If you are interested in being a part of an industry 
centered on service and hospitality, devoted to people, 

a career in Hotel Management may be just the 
ticket. Ferris State University offers a program 
in partnership with Northwestern Michigan 
College that prepares students for successful 
careers in Hotel Management. Classes are taken 
on the NMC campus, online and, if the student 
wishes, on the Ferris State University main 
campus in Big Rapids, Michigan. Did you catch 
that? This program is offered locally. Right here. 
You could be the next Ferris State University 
graduate without leaving Traverse City. As Hotel 
Management student Duane Hobart stated, “It’s 
a great partnership... and a no brainer.”

One of the great things about the Hotel Management 
program, offered in combination with Northwestern 
Michigan College, is the price break our students

One of the 
great things 

about the Hotel 
Management 

program... is the 
price break our 

students receive.

receive. As a student in the 
program, you will graduate with 
a bachelors degree from Ferris 
State University; but because of 
the combination of community 
college and public university 
coursework, your degree will be 
an affordable reality. There are 
also scholarships and financial aid 
options available for students who 
apply and qualify. Earn the Hotel 
Management Bachelor’s Degree 

and choose your emphasis; specialize in anything from 
restaurant management, culinary arts, event and meeting 
planning, and resort or club management.

Are you ready to be in-demand? Are you ready to take a 
step toward your future? If you have your associate degree 
or at least 48 transferable credits, apply now at ferris.edu/ 
statewide. The application is online and free. If you aren’t 
quite there yet, come meet with our hotel management 
advisor and together you will map out a plan that starts 
with classes at Northwestern Michigan College.

Ferris State University has built a solid reputation in the 
hospitality industry and stays current through an advisory 
committee with members from across the country. 
Graduates are highly desired and enjoy a high placement 
rate with employers all over the world. Interested?

Become a Ferris Bulldog. Be excellent. Be in-demand.

Live close. Go Far.
Hotel Management, BS
The hotel and restaurant industry leads the service segment of our 
economy with continued expansion and opportunities abounding. 
Students are prepared for management in all areas, including 
food and beverage divisions, rooms division, sales and marketing, 
facilities operations and more. Ferris' hospitality programs offer 
global experiences and opportunities in the hospitality industry, 
predicated on a solid business foundation.

Whether a student enters our programs as a freshman, or transfers 
in, our curriculum of coursework and experiential requirements will 
ensure they are highly employable upon graduation.

Program faculty bring both real-world experience and appropriate 
academic preparation to the classroom to serve our students, 
and an engaged advisory board guides and supports our 
curricular offerings.

Hotel Management BS: For students already holding an earned
associate degree or having completed 48 transferable credits.

Culinary Emphasis: Built specifically to complement the associate degree 
of the community college, this program provides a degree completion 
path for students already working toward an associate degree.

J I I 5 1 1 I i l l ', J J L i '» ( i 4 ( i ,

Make an appointment 
with an academic advisor 
by calling our office at

(231) 995-1734
or visiting our website.

F
NMC

University
Center

Ferris State 
University

Traverse City
(231) 995-1734 

or (866) 857-1954 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu

www.f er ris.e d u/tra ve rsecity
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WINTER BOUNTY
Local merchants see thriving business year round

Traverse City suffers no shortage 
of farm markets and outlets for local 
produce and products in the spring, 
summer and fall; the winter months 
are no exception. The Indoor Farmers 
Market, located at The Grand Traverse

Commons in the Mercato corridor, 
gives local farmers, artisans, and 
other merchants a chance to showcase 
their products. It also gives buyers the 
chance to purchase products directly 
from the person who created them

BOSS MOUSE CHEESE
Boss Mouse owner Sue 

Kurta uses Moomers milk 
to make her cheeses, which 
include interesting flavors such 
as sweet swiss, and cheeses 
with caraway seed, peppers, 
herbs and more. Perhaps the 
most interesting product is the 
smoked butter, which Kurta s 
father, Mike Kurta, creates 
using an interesting method-

he'll tell you the secret if you 
ask him for it. The butter is 
smoked with applewood, stays 
firm at all times, and smells like 
the sweetest campfire on earth. 
They make a soy-free vegan 
version too. Mike and his wife 
Margaret (Sue s mother), help 
out at her stand in the market.

Pictured: Terrie Birndorf
takes a taste of the offerings.

K2 EDIBLES
Kristin Karam, a graduate 

of the NMC Culinary Institute, 
has been catering for 4 years. 
She also sits on the board for 
Taster s Guild. At the Indoor 
Farmers Market, she sells 
her homemade hummus, 
homemade taboulleh, and pita 
bread.

Every Thursday, from 
5-7p.m., Karam teams up with 
Left Foot Charley s for a night 
of ethnic cuisine. Each week 
they choose a different theme — 
Indian, Lebanese, or German, 
for instance—and pair food 
with wine. Food and wine is 
just $15 per person.

TABONE I I 
ORCHARDS 3iJ
Mario Tabone and his wife Maryanne 

own Tabone Orchards, where they 
grow grapes, make their own red wine 
vinegar, and grow and sell other dried 
produce such as sundried tomatoes and 
dried cherries, cranberries and apricots. 
Tabone also sells eggs from his 75 
chickens as well as root vegetables and .

.’/^itaikha mushrooms at the1 market.

(or grew them). There s a variety of 
options, from root vegetables to baked 
goods to handmade soaps. Here s a big 
sampling of what you can find. The 
market is open Saturdays from 10 
a.m.-l p.m.

TASTE OF CRETE
Hailing from Crete, Stathis Stamatakis brings Greek 

desserts to the T.C. market. His recipes are authentic 
and include the familiar—baklava—as well as the 
unfamiliar, with such treats as galakioboureko, made 
of filo dough, custard, and sweet syrup, or kourabiedes, 
white cookies covered in powdered sugar, made with

I try to bring the sweet face of Greece, says 
Stamatakis, noting that most of the talk about Greece 
lately is negative, focused on economical troubles.

BAY TOWN
Chef Keil Mosher showcases a large own 

selection of baked goods, all made in that 
the kitchen of Mosher s restaurant, war 
Bay Town Kitchen (near NMC s main quic 
campus). Despite the large selection he wall 

brings to the Indoor Farmers Market, Tow 
Mosher says he has even more to on g 
choose from at the restaurant, a huge they 
assortment of breads and pastries, all a 14 
made in house. They even use their crusl

CARE FREE FARM
Right next door to Jenny 

O Connor is sister Sherry Fox, 
who also sells baked goods, 
as well as eggs. In addition 
to cookies, Fox makes bread, 
and her husband makes pies. 
The farm owns more than 40 
chickens.

Here, Mary Jo and Josie 
Pangborn purchase eggs from 
Care Free Farms.
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SPANGLISH
Spanglish has a restaurant at The 

Commons, hut they also sell take-home 
versions of their handmade tamales 
and salsa at the Farmers Market. The 
tamales are fully homemade, including 
the corn tortillas. Even the chicken stock 
and pork lard are made in-house. The 
tamales are rich and heavy, and the 
salsas are fresh and flavorful, including 
a salsa verde that features creamy 
avocado as one of its ingredients.

Pictured: Brandy Gallagher helps 
out the owner, giving fellow merchant 
Paul Murray a description of the 
tamales.

PRESS MEISTER OILS
Press Meister Oils is the 

only local company to press 
their own oil, according to 
owner Christoph Milz. The 
oils, which include such 
flavors as hazelnut, black 
walnut, and sesame dill, 
are pressed by hand, and 
have to be smelled—and 
tasted—to be believed.

V/hen you press them 
fresh and cold, they re very

aromatic, very intense, 
says Milz. They make 
you look really good at the 
dinner table.

The oils can t be used for 
high-heat frying—they 11 
burn—but they can be 
used in baking or medium- 
heat searing. They can also 
be used as condiments, on 
salads and can be used like 
butter.

Story and Photos 
by Nicole Wildman

KITCHEN NOTABLY NATURAL
living sour, a sourdough starter 

takes the place of yeast. Mosher s 
es include various breads, mini 
hes, and other items, including 
rut. or apple-almond tarts. Bay 
n Kitchen also offers cheap deals 
reat food. For instance, on Monday 
sell burgers for $5; Tuesdays its 
pizza with handmade sauce and 

: for the same price.

Notably Natural features 
handmade soaps, creams and 
lotions, sprays and salves, from 
over 30 local small businesses. 
A good deal of it comes from 
the Frankfort-based Creation 
Pharm. They even sell locally 
produced yarn.

It s like shopping at the

farmer s market year-round 
here, says owner Cindy Lannial 
of the store s products.

They even showcase 
works from local artists and 
photographers, including work 
from Lynda Brior. (Lynda is 
pictured here, near works by 
another artist.)

5, L.L.C. CONFECTIONS BY KIM
This is Kim Norton s 

second winter selling 
cookies at the market. 
One of her specialties, a 
chocolate truffle cookie, 
finds its roots in the recipe 
for an actual chocolate 
truffle. Norton also makes 
pecan shortbread, orange 
marmalade cookies, and 
soft gingerbread cookies.

SECOND SPRING FARM
Reid Johnston and Lauren Kamps of Second 

Spring Farm sell root vegetables at the market. 
These were harvested in mid-to-late-November, 
and are kept fresh in a cooler during the winter 
months. The farm is certified organic, a processes

certification and inspection, but also in terms of 
growing and fertilizing techniques. The farm sells 
its produce at six or seven markets in the summer, 
and at Oryana year-round, as well as through 
wholesaling.

l«gP.Ml,5iir

AUNT ]ENNY'S 
SUGAR COOKIES

Jenny O Connor prides herself 
on creating baked goods with 
less sugar. She got her start when 
friends tried her sugar cookies, 
which are thick and soft, and said, 
You have to sell these. So she 
did, and she s branched out. Her 
products now include interesting

and delicious concoctions such as 
creamsickle bars, lemon bars, and 
handmade granola bars, among 
other things.

Here, Joan Sullivan and 
Leanne Baumeler, both NMC 
staffers, enjoy samples of 
creamsickle bars.

SHILOH'S GARDENS
Russ Poirier, pictured here with 

daughters Abby and Esther, 
sells dried vegetables they grow 
themselves. The veggies, which 
are dried without additives, 
retain 100 percent of the 
nutrients and flavor, according 
to Poirier. The family also sells 
around 50 dozen eggs at the 
market each week, in addition

to heirloom tomato seeds— 
from their own tomatoes. Early 
heirloom tomatoes are the farms 
specialty, their main crop. In the 
early summer, they sell them 
mostly at Burritts Fresh Markets 
and to The Cook s House. Their 
produce is chemical and pesticide 
free, and their chickens are free- 
range.
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Veterans for Paramount stops releasing 
major movies on film

The local Veterans for Peace 
(VFP) group will meet

Saturday,
February 15 

at 10am 
downstairs

at Horizon Books in 
downtown Traverse City.
All veterans young and old, 

as well as supporters of vets 
seeking alternatives to war, 

are encouraged to attend.
Learn more at our web site: www.vfp50.org

I Richard Verrier
| Los Angeles Times

For more than a century, 
Hollywood has relied on 
35-millimeter film to capture its 
fleeting images and deliver them to 
the silver screen. Now, in a historic 
move, Paramount Pictures has 
become the first big studio to stop 
releasing its major movies on film 
in the United States.

The studios Oscar-nominated 
film “The Wolf of Wall Street” is 
the studio's first movie in wide 
release to be distributed entirely in 
digital format, according to theater 
industry executives briefed on the 
plans who were not authorized to 
speak publicly. Paramount recently 
notified theater owners that its Will 
Ferrell comedy “Anchorman 2: The 
Legend Continues,” which opened 
in December, was the last movie 
released on 35-mm film, these 
people said. Previously, only small 
movies such as documentaries were

released solely in digital format. The 
decision is likely to encourage other 
studios to follow suit, accelerating 
a complete phase-out of film that 
could come by the end of the year.

“It’s of huge significance because 
Paramount is the first studio to 
make this policy known,” said Jan- 
Christopher Horak, director of the 
UCLA Film & Television Archive. 
“For 120 years, film and 35 mm 
has been the format of choice for 
theatrical presentations. Now we re 
seeing the end of that. I’m not 
shocked that it’s happened, but how 
quickly it has happened.”

Paramount has kept its decision 
under wraps, at least in Hollywood, 
and a spokeswoman for the studio 
did not return calls for comment. 
Its reticence reflects the fact that no 
studio wants to be seen as the first 
to abandon film, which retains a 
cachet among purists. Some studios

may also be reluctant to give up 
box-office revenue by bypassing 
theaters that can show only film. 
About 8 percent of U.S. theater 
screens have not gone digital and 
can show movies only in the old- 
fashioned film format.

Internationally, Paramount is 
still expected to ship film prints to 
Latin America and other foreign 
markets where most theaters still 
show movies on film. Studios prefer 
digital distribution because it is 
much cheaper. Film prints cost as 
much as $2,000; a digital copy on 
disc usually costs less than $100. 
Eventually, these movies could be 
beamed into cinemas by satellite, 
saving even more on production 
and shipping costs. Digital 
technology also enables theaters to 
screen higher-priced 3-D films and 
makes it easier for them to book 
and program entertainment.

The pathway to your future begins at Grand Valley in Traverse City!

Wherever you've been, wherever you’re going, a bachelor’s degree 
in liberal studies from Grand Valley State University in Traverse City 
will help you get where you want to be.
• Start fresh or use previously earned college credits
• Convenient evening, hybrid, and online courses
• Take classes close to where you work and live
• Small class sizes mean personalized attention

Learn more today!

www.gvsu.edu/traverse • nminfo@gvsu.edu • (231) 995-1785
NMC

University
Center

GrandUlley
State University.

TRAVERSE CITY 
REGIONAL CENTER
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ADJUNCTS AFTER HOURS
An adjunct instructor is 

an instructor who does not 
have a full-time teaching 
position at NMC. Often, 
these instructors wear many 
hats. Outside of NMC, they

Photo by Nicole Wildman
Edris Fana
Press StaffWriter

For years, NMC has 
been a place of education, a 
community for developing 
future leaders, a center of 
different learning styles and 
a home for students from 
around the world. Today, 
NMC is being accepted by 
the community because of 
how it treats everyone equally 
and reaches out to anyone in 
need of help. Every academic 
year, NMC has been trying to 
provide offices and tutoring 
centers around the campus 
with a group of specialized 
tutors in their field to ensure a 
bright future for its students.

Victoria Willson, a 
reading specialist, has worked 
as an adjunct English teacher 
at NMC since fall semester of

may have another career, 
practicing in reality what 
they teach in classrooms— 
or something completely 
different. Many of them are 
involved in community and

2010. She has been teaching 
those students who struggle, 
especially with reading, and 
are in developmental English 
courses. Willson has not only 
helped a couple of students 
with their reading abilities, 
but has encouraged all of her 
students to become better 
readers and writers, while 
also preparing them for what 
to expect in future English 
courses.

However, Willson does 
not only teach, she also works 
part-time in the Writing and 
Reading Center, where she 
mostly works with students 
one-on-one. When she is 
not at the college, Willson 
is teaching English at Elk 
Rapids High School. Having

humanitarian projects. And 
all of them are just downright 
interesting. So, in order to 
give readers a glimpse into 
the lives of our adjuncts, 
we bring you this series,

a full schedule and being an 
adjunct at NMC, Willson 
appreciates how she is treated 
by her colleagues.

“I am being treated like all 
of the other instructors, even 
though I am an adjunct,” 
Willson says. “Everybody has 
been treating me as a team 
member.”

Willson, together with 
Megan Ward, Writing and 
Reading Center director, 
creates videos for all the 
professors around the college 
on how to improve their 
students’ reading skills. The 
two have also been going 
to conferences around the 
country to talk about the new 
strategies of learning English 
and how to help college

Adjuncts After Hours. We’ll 
profile some of the most 
interesting instructors and 
gain some insight on what it 
really means to be an adjunct 
instructor at NMC.

Get the best 
tattoo for you

If you’re ready to go under the needle, 
there are some things you need to do first. 

Take these steps to avoid a huge—and
permanent—mistake.

_LX 1 Find a licensed professional. 
T, X Go to the local shops and 
check them out. Are they clean? Do 
you see a license on the wall? Ask 
about their sterilization techniques 
and equipment. Most places use 
disposable needles, making it much 
easier to avoid the spread of disease.

students with their reading 
and writing skills.

When she teaches, 
Willson says that she “wants 
to see an increased confidence 
in reading and writing” and 
wishes to see students more 
confident and stronger in 
their abilities. Willson also 
adds, “my goal for this year is 
to start a blog for reading and 
writing and other educational 
reasons.”

Overall, Willson and the 
team of English instructors 
she works with have been 
working hard to prepare 
and support developmental 
students.

“It is a group effort that 
has been having an impact,” 
Willson says.

+to Check out portfolios. Tattoo 
T*^£J artists’ portfolios consist of 
the work they’re most proud of. Look 
beyond the tattoo’s content and try 
to assess the skill behind it. Are the 
lines consistent? Is the shading and 
blending natural? Is the placement 
good, and not awkward? Also, think 
about style—as in, what style do you 
want? Bold colors and strong lines? 
Fine detail? A portrait of a person 
or animal? Make sure you choose an 
artist who’s experienced in the style 
you’re looking for.

J-LQ Ask around. This is a small 
7TU town and people talk. There 
are several tattoo artists with stellar 
reputations inT.C., and people know 
their names. Find out who’s “the 
best,” and go see them. Steer clear 
of any establishment with a bad rep. 
Your tattoo is for life.

J-LA Make an appointment. If you 
7 / want a really great tattoo, 
don’t just walk in off the street. Take 
the time for a consultation with your 
artist. Talk your ideas over, provide 
photos that represent what you’re 
looking for, and give him (or her) 
time to design your artwork. If you 
do this, you’re far less likely to get a 
tattoo you’ll regret.

DUO Reasons you should never get 
vJTvf > XVv/ tattooed in someone's house

Everyone knows someone who “does 
tattoos.” But getting your body art in 
some guy’s basement is a recipe for 
disaster. Here’s why:

#1 It’s illegal. Even licensed tattoo 
artists are only legal inside their shops. 
And why would anyone get a tattoo 
from someone without a license?

#2 It’s dirty. Professional tattoo 
artists are trained in the methods 
necessary to keep things clean and safe. 
Getting tattooed in a non-professional 
environment carries the risk of 
infection. Yuck.

#3 You’ll probably get bad ink. The 
pros are pros for a reason. A professional

tattoo artist has apprenticed under 
another experienced professional. They 
don’t go pro until they’re capable of 
doing good work. Get your tattoo done 
by an amateur and you’ll most likely 
just end up paying a pro to fix it later. 
That’s expensive—and painful.

Tattoos are forever. Do it right!

Already have a bad tattoo?
Many tattoo artists can do “cover
ups,” transforming your nightmare 
into a work of art.
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Django
Unchained

I Cassandra Chase
[Press Staff Designer

Quentin Tarantino’s movies are 
generally 2 hours and 45 minutes of 
revenge and blood, “Django Unchained” 
is no exception. The film takes place in 
the Deep South, just before the Civil 
War. Jamie Foxx plays Django, a slave 
that was freed by a German bounty 
hunter, Dr. King Shultz (another killer 
performance by Christoph Waltz, who 
also starred in Tarantinos “Inglorious 
Basterds”), who helps Django free his 
wife from slavery. Quentin Tarantino fans 
went crazy about the Doctor, since Shultz 
is a reference from “Kill Bill Vol. 2.” This 
Oscar winning movie is easily a 10/10, 
but Internet reviews overall give Django 
an 8.5/10. Quentin Tarantino is known 
for making bloody, violent, revenge-filled 
films and Django Unchained fits the bill.

The screenwriting for this film is well 
thought out and beautifully written. 
Django helps Dr. King Shultz track down 
the Brittle Brothers - a group of thieves 
roaming the area. Dr. Shultz promises 
Django his freedom if they are successful.
They quickly become good friends as 
Dr. Shultz trains Django to be a bounty 
hunter.

Django’s ultimate goal is to free his 
wife, Broomhilda, with the help of 
Dr. Shultz. Leonardo DiCaprio plays 
Calvin Candie, who owns and runs 
Candie Land, the Mississippi plantation 
Broomhilda is enslaved in. DiCaprio’s 
performance as Candie is amazing; 
DiCaprio hasn’t played a villain since 
1998, and didn’t want to play the role 
because Calvin Candie is so horrible and 
extremely racist. Quentin Tarantino had 
to convince Dicaprio to be as menacing 
as possible. Leonardo DiCaprio and 
Jamie Foxx weren’t the only big-name 
actors in Django Unchained; Samuel 
L. Jackson played Calvin Candies right 
hand man. Samuel L. Jackson helped 
DiCaprio with his role, as DiCaprio had a 
hard time saying so many racial slurs and 
Jackson had quite a bit of fun with the 
same slurs in his previous role, opposite 
John Travolta, in “Pulp Fiction.” Jackson 
pulled DiCaprio off to the side and said,
“This is just another Tuesday for us.”

You could say this movie isn’t for the 
faint of heart. Django Unchained is an 
amazing movie to see with your friends, 
but maybe not your sweet, old grandma.
A+, 10/10, 5 Stars.

Bonus: If you like Django, check 
out the SNL skit “Djesus: Uncrossed,” 
starring Christoph Waltz. Fair warning, 
some individuals may find this offensive.
Go to vimeo.com/59975315 to watch it.

sero ;o Hero
average

M THE
COLLESE

BUT NO ONE
STUDENT

UNDERSTANDS ME'

< I WISH I COULD FIND > 
SOMEONE WHO REALLY 

.UNDERSTOOD MY ANSSTY 
YOUNS ADULT WAYS.

scow Fitsnia?^
THAT SOUNDS LIKE ME' THE 
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WAIT WHAT?'
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Read this! Its pretty
good and maybe hid 
/band you, uieirdo!
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IN A ROCK BAND WHO 
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PUNK ROCK CHICK WITH 
. WEIRD HAIR' IT'S LIKE, 
V MY ENTIRE LIFE'
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A BADASS'
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IF SCOTT PILSRIM 
IS A BADASS, THAT 
MEANS I AM TOO' 
THANKS RANDOM 
STRANSER FOR 
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NOVEL IN MY FACE'
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KISS this. Hall of Fame!
Kat Trumbull
A&E Editor

The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame is 
one of the many musical pinnacles 
of Cleveland, Ohio. It has been a 
boyhood destination for a plethora 
of rockers since its opening in 
1995. For anyone wanting to be 
inducted, the waiting list is pretty 
hefty. Not only do bands have 
to wait 25 years since the release 
of their first single to even be 
eligible for nomination, they also 
have to be considered one of the 
most influential bands of all time. 
Recently, the list of 2014 inductees 
has been released. Joining the rank 
of Rock & Roll Gods such as AC/ 
DC, Queen, Rush, and the Sex 
Pistols is.. KISS? KISS has been 
eligible for induction nomination 
for 15 years and have been 
nominated several times to no 
avail. Finally, the votes have been 
tallied in their favor.

Many metalheads — be it 
yourself or your parents — are 
unaware of the drama between 
not only the members of KISS, 
but also the Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame electoral committee. 
Metal aficionado, Eddie Trunk 
(“That Metal Show” on VH1 
Classic, “Eddie Trunk Rocks”

Radio Show) has spoken out 
about the dysfunction within 
the KISS universe, saying, 
“Gene [Simmons] is the ultimate 

salesman. He prides himself on 
this, that is no secret. His job is to 
sell [the current lineup of] KISS. 
Just like it was to sell all the other 
lineups when that was happening. 
Explains why he will tell you THIS 
KISS is bigger than anything.” 
Trunk continues to explain that 
the other three original members of 
KISS have been berated publicly by 
Simmons, stating that Paul Stanley, 
Peter Criss, and Ace Frehley are all 
drug addicted alcoholics. In reality, 
all the members of KISS have been 
sober for many years.

Simmons has also gone on 
record proclaiming that the only 
original members to perform at the 
Hall Induction Ceremony will be 
himself and Stanley, he has forbid 
Criss and Frehley from attending. 
Sorry, Gene, that one isn’t really 
your call. The Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame has only inducted the 
original members of KISS into 
their museum, not the members of 
alternate lineups. This means that 
no one but the original members 
will perform at the ceremony. But, 
we must realize that Simmons 
probably doesn’t want to conform

to anything the Hall says, 
considering they have snubbed 
him and his work from awards for 
the last 15 years. Many R&R Hall 
of Fame members are distraught 
by the final decision to induct 
KISS, since many of them believe 
that the band has not made a valid 
music-changing contribution in 
their career.

We’ll see what events unfold at 
the 29th Annual Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame Induction Ceremony at 
Barclays Center, Brooklyn on April 
10. The show is open to the public, 
and will be shown live on HBO. 
Let’s hope we can see KISS put the 
politics aside and rock out just like 
they love to!

KYTHlS POUNDMG.

I'VE BEEN HBONIEC

AND HID THEIR SC’DIES
BENEATH PC (TOORBCARD5,

Top 5 Things
to Watch on YouTube!

I Kat Trumbull
| A&E Editor

1. Kid Snippets
Bored Shorts TV is infamous for allowing a child’s imagination to 

come alive. Along with my personal favorite series, Kid Snippets — in 
which the adults give kids a topic to tell stories about, then later act it out 
in all its childlike ridiculousness — the creative team has brought us Kid 
History, a less-than-factual retelling of major moments in history — as 
told by kids, of course!
Recommended:
“Gift Exchange,” “Josh Groban Backstage”

2. Convos With My 2-Year-Old
Following with the theme of crazy kids and their anecdotes, Convos 

With My 2-Year-Old is a hilariously awkward adult reenactment of 
a child’s dialog. Father, Matt Clarke, captures silly moments with his 
daughter, Coco, by re-enacting them with another full-grown man, David 
Milchard. Together the two hilariously personify the wildly enjoyable 
connection between father and daughter.
Recommended:
“Make the Bed” Season 2 Episode 2, “Episode 1”

3. Simon’s Cat
We’ve all been through some crazy pet antics and seen our pets do a 

lot of ridiculous stuff. But what if you could animate your pet and show 
everyone on YouTube how weird it is? That’s just what Simon Tofield does 
every week! Subscribers can follow along with a mischievous, fat, white cat 
and his friends!
Recommended:
“Double Trouble,” “Can Man Do”

4. Domics
Everyday hardships get animated in Dominic’s weekly videos. He 

comedically explains everything from working in retail, buying textbooks, 
and an undying love for Dance Dance Revolution. Everyone loves a 
sarcastic Canadian kid’s adventures animated into short stories!
Recommended:
“Most Embarrassing Moment,” “Emails”

5. Blank on Blank
Blank on Blank is a truly inspiring series that takes famous interviews 

and brings them to life again for the next generation to learn from some of 
the most intellectual and deepest celebrities in history. Backed by PBS, the 
series is meant to be educational and truly entertaining.
Recommended:
“Kurt Cobain on Identity,” “Tupac on Life and Death”
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The Patented Crapper Fallacies
I wrapped my hands around 

a Pacific madrona tree rooted 
to an out-cropping of volcanic 
rock, then leaned slightly back 

in a squatting position ... and walked away feeling clean and 
much lighter. I spent the rest of my Sea Quest Expedition 
touring season hanging my ass in the wind.

But it wasn’t until World Toilet Day on November 19 of this

Georg Schluender
Press Staff Writer

year that I really started asking questions about how westerners 
“go.” The event is hosted by the World Toilet Organization to 
raise awareness for the 2.5 billion people around the world 
who live without proper sanitation. The design flaws of the 
modern toilet started to make themselves apparent after a great 
Thanksgiving dinner. The 90 degree angle of my body while 
sitting on the porcelain throne had me wondering if I had 
swallowed the wishbone. Making one ponder: have we been

Health Matters

Colon cancer’s stages
Colon cancer is one of the most common types 
of cancer. It is very treatable, if caught early 
Stages of a tumor and risk factors:

Stage 0
Cancer has not 
grown beyond 
inner layer of 
colon walls._

Stage 1
Grown 
to outer 
layer of 
wall

Colon -
Large
intestine

Stage 2
Tumor is through 
wall, not spread 
to lymph nodes

Liver

Small 
intestine

Stomach

Stage 3
Spread to lymph 
nodes

Stage 4
Cancer spreads to 
distant sites in body, 
such as liver or lung

How tumor 
begins
• Normal tissue 
forms a polyp 
projecting from 
colon wall

• Over time, 
polyp becomes a 
tumor

Colon
Risk factors
Age, family 
history of 
colon cancer, 
patients with 
ulcerative 
colitis or 
Crohn’s 
disease

©2010 MCT
Source: Mayo Clinic, University

e<, ,o^Pittsburgh yfedicahCenter Cancer Conter-fULS) Graphip: LeetHqlteng. Judy Treihle,

doing this all wrong?
Since the dawn of humankind we’ve sought a comfortable 

place to relieve ourselves, though a Neolithic Scottish 
settlement dating back to 3,000 B.C. known as the Skara 
Brae takes the outhouse crown with stone huts equipped 
with drains extending from recesses in their walls — a 
feature that historians believe were for residents’ bathroom 
needs. (Alexander Cummings didn’t develop the S-shaped 
pipe underneath the basin to keep out foul odors until 1500 
years later.) It was towards the end of the 18th century that 
the flushable toilet went mainstream when England’s King 
Edward VII hired Thomas Crapper (no sh*t, his name is 
Crapper) to construct lavatories in several royal palaces. Even 
though Tom didn’t patent the modern toilet you could say he 
was the founder of suggestive marketing, for he used his birth 
name of Crapper to make customers think of his toilet wares 
in display showrooms.

Even so, the toilet didn’t become more energy efficient until 
1994 when Congress passed the Energy Policy Act, requiring 
common flush toilets to use only 1.6 gallons of water, less than 
half of what they consumed before. But the “low flow” law’s 
environmental initiative is wiped away by 5.7 billion dollars 
annually in toilet paper.

The bigger problem, though, is the toilet’s design, which 
leads to many preventable health ailments. The problem is 
what’s known scientifically as the anorectal angle (ARA). 
Becoming kinked with the 90-degree posturing of today’s 
standard toilets, the colon is unable to function properly, 
causing fecal packing of the rectum and leading to colon 
disease, constipation, hemorrhoids, pelvic floor issues and 
similar ailments. Every mother knows when their toddler 
drops to a squat they are potentially loading a diaper. While 
this posturing comes naturally, our departure from it upon 
potty training could be seen as a demonstration of how 
mankind gets in its own way creating conveniences. Add a 
processed food diet to the mix and it explains all the peppered 
public toilets that horrify us.

Some may call it a conspiracy theory though why would 
the World.Toilet Organization really want to celebrate World 
Toilet Day knowing they are clogging our colons, causing 
diseases 2.5 billion people may never know as a diagnosis? As 
we trend towards spiritual-environmental consciousness and 
healthier lifestyles it would seem we should pay more attention 
to how our dogs and cats crap and less to heated self-flushing 
toilets.

The straighter the rectoanal canal, the less strain occurs, and 
complete evacuation of the bowels can take place. The Iranians 
seem to know this, using ground-level style toilets which 
allow for a 132-degree ARA, as opposed to the conventional 
western toilet posturing of a 92 degree angle. Problem is, when 
someone is used to using a particular type of toilet, suddenly 
changing his or her habit puts severe psychological stress on 
the person and evacuation may not be complete in the new 
method for several weeks. In addition, anatomic structures 
involving the process of bowel evacuation adapt themselves 
with an individual’s habit over time and somehow change 
according to the position of defecation. Other studies have 
also confirmed that sensation of satisfactory bowel emptying 
in sitting defecation posture necessitates excessive expulsive 
effort compared to the squatting posture.

Boycotting World Toilet Day may create enough stink for 
the WTO to actually change the design of western toilets. 
Or, you can purchase a “Squatty Potty,” a device that lifts 
your legs enough from a conventional toilet to create the 
proper posture. Though I still have to recommend grabbing a 
hardwood hillside next time you drop your pants.
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OH MV CODS By CMILy OSANTOWSKI

There is a magical time called Yule - when trees are 
decorated and ,a|l,o|.^sgard smells of Idunn's apple pi<

Thor and Sif s children place their boots near the 
door so Odin can put grits inside them

Odin called upon the elves to help during Yule, but most 
importantly, he checks his list He checks it twice.

Tyr gets 
an axe 

and Freyja 
gets a

war hammer.

Hold up. that sounds exactly like Ctrstmast Ac 
least none of ouir celebrations were' greatly 

modified for the modiem generations of mortals.

WetR the Olympics are no tongeir conducted in the honor of the 
Gods anymore..., and the competitors use to be naked.

With the aid of Loki’s eight-legged horse love child, 
Odin is fast enough to go to all the realms in one night.

Over his shoulder he tossed a btg sack full of 
small daggers and bows for the children!

Fuuuuu

F ~ BV9\ i 1 c - —M Ies&Zft flB J---

i WONDERMARK by dw»> Mauu ! make way for WONDERMARK..COM

OUTTA ZIAX WAX 
I SOT A RACE 
< TO WIN >

WHAT'S THE 
RACE ABOUT?

COME BACK

I COME...
YOU CAN

PO IT!
WE'RE NOT RACING

WE'RE MAKING SENSE
OF THE ESSENTIAL.
FUTILITY OF LIFE IN

< DISSIMILAR WAYS

GHHUUHHH I

COME
SKWEEKA
SKWEEKA
SKWEEKA
SKWEEKA

ALSO
HE STOLE 
MY BIKE

BACK

Calamities of Nature by Tony Piro
IF INTELLIGENT LIFE 

CAME TO EARTH FROM 
another planet, do you

THINK IT WOULD BE 
CONSERVATIVE OR LIBERAL?

For example, if a 
SOCIETY HAS ADVANCED 

TO THE POINT OF 
MASTERING INTERSTELLAR

TRAVEL, DOES THAT 
necessarily imply a 

certain Amount of

YEAH, WE DON'T KNOW 
VJHAT THIS SO-CALLED 
"MARRIAGE" IS, AND 
Honestly, vjE canj 

BARELY DISTINGUISH 
BETWEEN MALE AND 
FEMALE HUMANS, BUT 

GAY MARRIAGE TUST 
SOUNDS SO ICKY/

FAR IN THE FUTURE,,,
GREETINGS EARTHLINGS/ IVE
WERE GOING TO GIVE YOU 
THE SECRET To UNLIMITED, 
free energy, but then 
WE LEARNED THAT YOU 
ALLOW GAY MARRIAGE/
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The High Island Long 
Hairs House of Virgins
The House of David Cult

Georg Schluender
Press Staff Writer
With the exception of Alaska, 

Michigan has the largest amount of 
coastline in the United States, with 
each of the Great Lakes of Michigan 
harboring archipelagos. Such as 
Lake Superior’s Isle Royale, which 
harbors over 450 islands including 5 
islands within islands, the 56 islands 
of Lake Huron’s Potagannissing 
Bay (Bay of Many Bays), harbored 
along Drummond Island's north 
shore, and, of course, the Beaver

Island Archipelago and the Les 
Cheneaux Islands. Shorelines 
are guarded by 115 lighthouse 
luminaries guiding mariners into 
centuries of folklore whether they 
made it back to the mainland or 
not. Fierce gale re-directs that never 
found their way home still cast their 
legends upon our islands centuries 
later. From the hermitages of light 
keepers to the zealots of religious 
followers, together they lived out 
their lives amongst, bootleggers, 
natives, lumberman and mariners. 
Stories as deep as Lake Superior 
are what have made them legends 
of the Michigan Islands. Truths 
are found caressing the shallows 
of the shoreline, washing-up the 
construed history of the mind and 
the eccentric lives of past islanders, 
which are worth more investigation.

Such was the life of House 
of David cult leader Benjamin 
Purnell. King Ben, as his followers 
called him, was a charismatic fellow 
with long red hair, mustache and 
goatee. Sporting a white brimmed

hat with gold chains around his 
neck and a tailored suit, he was able 
to draw people in with his intense 
gaze and deep honey-toned voice. 
His followers numbered close to 
1,000 celibate vegetarians who 
didn’t believe in cutting their hair. 
Followers seeking a self-sustaining 
lifestyle prospered on High Island, 
located in the Beaver Island 
Archipelago, from 1912 until 
Purnell was accused of fraud and

sexually molesting the offspring of 
sect members in 1926.

Benjamin and wife Mary 
Purnell claimed to be the Seventh 
Messenger foretold by Saint John 
in the Book of Revelations, who 
would come to earth to herald the 
arrival of the millennium. The two 
instructed their male followers to 
grow their hair and beards long, 
in accordance with the directive 
in Leviticus that men should mar 
neither head nor beard such as 
Hasidic Jews. Also, they were to 
wear stovepipe hats similar to those 
Quakers wore. Women were to 
sport ruffled, plum-colored, heart
shaped bonnets. Celibacy was 
central to their belief system; to 
have sex was to violate the word of 
Jesus Christ. The general belief was 
that any hedonistic activity would 
defile the body, the temple of the 
Holy Spirit, and cause mortality. 
Evil, in their teachings, was the only 
cause of death. By leading a life of 
purity, the reward would be eternal 
life. Most of the followers were

successful in their own right, but 
turned over their accumulated 
wealth to King Ben, which he 
successfully invested in many 
business opportunities.

A divine communication, 
Mary Purnell, bad lead them 
to rising the House of David 
colony in Benton Harbor, 
Michigan with Benjamin 
proclaiming, “Clod was bent on 
harboring His people [herel.” As 
his success as an entrepreneur 
within the community grew, 
so did the acceptance of the 
House of David by Benton 
Harbor residents. The long
haired religious sect was seen 
as a positive group of people 
who believed in everlasting 
life and didn’t eat meat. They 
developed such enterprises as 
the Eden Springs Amusement 
Park, which is still in operation 
today at edenspringspark.com. 
They also owned factories and 
foundries, an Australian diamond 
mine, an Arizona gold mine, 
more than 100,000 acres of farm 
land, and acquired the 2,600-acre 
timber-rich High Island off the 
coast of Charlevoix in 1912. Not 
to mention the colony’s famous 
baseball teams were a lot like the 
Harlem Globetrotters in that they 
traveled the country entertaining 
people with their skills and antics.

The High Island colony grew to a 
130 residents and harvested enough 
vegetables and lumber to sustain 
the House of David 
Community in Benton £
Harbor, too. Amongst 
the shantytown was 
the saw and shingle 
mill, blacksmith shop, 
and the 8-sided heavily 
guarded “House of 
Virgins.” This is where 
the women slept until 
the king would arrive 
and have them submit 
to the “cleansing of 
their blood” through 
repeated intercourse.
King Ben couldn’t

practice his own proclamation 
of, “Lust, when conceived, brings 
forth sin, and sin when finished, 
brings forth death.” This became 
the prophecy of his own life when 
a series of morality charges was 
levied against Purnell. He went 
into hiding for over 16 years, only 
to be captured by authorities on a 
tip from a former member of his 
harem. The judge residing over the 
case declared the king and his cult 
to be a public nuisance, ordering 
the colony’s dissolution in 1926.

King Ben passed on December 
27, 1927 after suffering from

illness for several years. However, 
neither the demise of its king, nor 
the judge’s order could destroy the 
colony. Splitting into two separate 
sects still residing in the Benton 
Harbor area today, Mary’s City of 
Eiavid operates the museum and 
baseball team while the House of 
David operates the Eden Springs 
Amusement Park. The bodies of 
the deceased followers on High 
Island have never been found, nor 
the king’s treasure, leaving one to 
speculate if his followers didn’t take 
it with them crossing over to eternal 
life.
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