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SALTY ROADS
In Michigan, many road agencies 
have gone to pre-treatments like
brine and sugar beet to make the 
salt even more effective. Cheese 
brine is a salt-water solution used in 
the production of cheese. The brine, 
considered a wasteful byproduct, 
is cheaper and more abundant that 
rock salt. Cheese brine is also more 

environmentally friendly.

pg3

REMEMBRANCE
Something got lost in translation. 
Intensity got lost in translation. In
these conversations, we heard pain, 
love, loss, and hope. We heard shaky 
voices, we heard laughter. We heard 
tenacity. We heard, life is precious. 
It reminds us to live our lives the best 
way we can, and to live them to the 
fullest, every day, because we never 
know when these lives may be taken 

from us.

__Pg5

IRRESOLUTION
So you see, though your intentions 
are almost always good, you
need to face the fact that you're too 
hardworking, too busy, too stressed 
or frankly just fine with the way you 
are to need any conventional New 
Year's resolutions. There's nothing 
wrong with that. But that isn't to say 
there aren't some strong-willed folk 
out in the world, walking around, 
accomplishing more than you as they 

happily skate along in life.

Pg 11
ART THERAPY

"Lots of people have trouble 
assigning words to emotions or
thoughts, especially when dealing 
with difficult situations. Art is one 

way to help them get it out."

pg12
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Buff up for boot camp;
prepare for police academy

Wrongs righted
Mislabeled, miswritten, or misinformed

Last issue the Oh My Gods comic was misprinted. Find the 
corrected comic on page 14.

Edris Fana
Press Staff Writer

NMC's Physical Fitness Center is 
reaching out to the community and 
students by providing a class for those 
who have interest in joining the military 
or police academy. The new course, called 
Physical Agility Preparation, will be the 
first of its kind offered at NMC.

The Center has been trying to improve 
in recent years, not only in terms of 
equipment, but also by trying to offer a 
general study for those who need physical 
training. There are many careers that 
require physical fitness credit and some 
need special types of training, especially any 
section of military.

Zack Light, supervisor for the Physical 
Fitness Center, says that the purpose 
behind building a new class is “to prepare 
perspective police academic students and 
students going to military,” because a 
persons physique is one of the important 
abilities in these fields.

Light says he had plenty of help in

making the Physical Agility Preparation 
course a reality at NMC. Sue DeCamillis, 
head of business division, Jean Rokos, head 
of clinical nursing, and A1 Hart, head of the 
Police Academy, all had a hand in bringing 
the course to life.

The physical agility class does not 
welcome only prospective police officers 
and soldiers—it’s open to anyone else who 
wants to get a taste of another type of 
workout routine. Light says that this class 
will be starting at the beginning of spring 
semester 2014 and it will consist of both 
indoor and outdoor workout days. It 
will meet every Monday and Wednesday 
evening from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

“[This class will] afford students 
instructions to get in the military or police 
academy and is also a one credit class,” 
Light says.

He suggests that a students can benefits 
from this class in two ways: by receiving a 
credit, and by becoming more healthy. Any 
student who wants to register for this class 
can find it online: the course number is 
PE134, and the course code is 2046.
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Michigan court to rule on 
gay marriage and adoptions

Recent D0MA decision may figure in

Caelum Gay
Press Staff Writer

Gay marriage in Michigan could get a 
huge win on February 25, 2014 with the 
ruling of DeBoer v. Snyder; however, there 
is speculation that the case might make it all 
the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. April 
DeBoer, 42, and Jayne Rowe, 48, have 
been in a committed relationship for more 
than six years, and they are currently raising 
three adopted children. They live in the 
Detroit area and are both nurses. DeBoer 
is the legal guardian of only one child, and 
Rowe is the legal guardian of the other two 
children. Currently Michigan adoption law 
prevents adoption by same sex couples. So 
if either Rowe or DeBoer were to pass away, 
their partner would not have any legal 
rights to the other children. So DeBoer 
sued current Michigan Governor Rick 
Snyder and Michigan’s current Attorney 
General. The case is not only challenging 
adoption law in Michigan, but the plaintiff 
(DeBoer) is also challenging the 2004 
amendment to the Michigan constitution

that limits marriage to “the union of one 
man and one woman.” This amendment 
was approved by 59 percent of voters.

Given the Supreme Court’s pro-gay 
rights rulings, many lawyers say it is likely 
that if it makes it to the Supreme Court 
level the ruling will be in favor of De
Boer. Romer v. Evans, Lawrence v. Texas, 
and most recently U.S. v. Windsor, are 
the recent rulings by the Supreme Court 
in favor of gay rights. According to USA 
Today there are currently fourteen states 
that have legalized gay marriage.

Another law that is likely to be 
examined or challenged in the coming 
years in Michigan has to do with employer 
discrimination. Currently, any Michigan 
employer is allowed to fire an employee if 
he or she is suspected of being gay.

Judge Friedman will be making the 
decision. He postponed his decision until 
February in order to see how the Supreme 
Court would rule on two cases this summer. 
Both of these rulings, as mentioned above, 
were pro-gay rights, so this could be an 
indication of how Friedman will rule.
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College football 
teams win big with 
new playoff system
Caelum Gay
Press Staff Writer

This time next year there will be four college football teams 
in control of their national championship hopes through the 
implementation of a college football playoff system. A thirteen- 
member selection committee will be responsible for selecting the 
top four teams in the college landscape to compete in the playoffs.

The semifinals will be hosted by two of six different bowls each 
year. For the first year, the semifinals will be hosted by the Rose 
Bowl and the Sugar Bowl. In the second year of the playoff system, 
they will be hosted by the Orange Bowl and the Cotton Bowl. In the 
third they will be hosted by Fiesta Bowl and the Chick-fil-A Bowl, 
and then the cycle repeats itself. During seasons that bowls are not 
hosting semifinal games, the bowls will still have traditional match
ups. For example, in the second year of the playoff system, the Rose 
Bowl will not be hosting a semifinal game, and will therefore host 
the traditional Big Ten vs. Pac-12 matchup.

The selection committee for next season has recently been 
established. The committee includes former NFL quarterbacks Pat 
Haden, Archie Manning and Oliver Luck. The committee also 
includes several former coaches. The chair of the committee will 
be Arkansas Athletic Director Jeff Long. Most noticeably, however, 
is the only female member of the committee, former Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice. She has never had any formal experience in 
college athletics, except for her time as an important administrator 
at Stanford University where she was also in management of the 
athletics department, and hired the head football coach Willingham 
in 1995. She has some thoughts on how the selection process will 
work next season; according to ESPN, Rice says, “I’m going to tell 
you, strength of schedule is going to matter a lot.”

Members of the committee will not be paid for their 
services. The first College Football Championship is to be played in 
Arlington, Texas at AT&T Stadium (formerly Cowboys Stadium). 
The stadium is state of the art and has an official seating capacity 
of 80,000, although the seating can be expanded to 100,000 for 
marquee events. The stadium also boasts the world’s largest HDTV.

Eight communities have submitted bids for the 2016 and 
2017 College Football Championship Game, most of which are in 
the south (Jacksonville, Phoenix, New Orleans, and San Antonio to 
name a few), with the exception of Minneapolis, which has bid for 
the 2017 game. The stadium in Minneapolis is a dome, meaning 
that the weather outside would not make an impact on gameplay 
because it is indoors, and it is the closest to Michigan of all the 
communities that have made a bid.

The new College Football Playoff system will likely 
encounter less criticism than the current system, the Bowl 
Championship Series (BCS), which relies on computer programs 
and algorithms to help determine the top two teams in the country. 
Once the College Football Playoff system is implemented, seasons 
that have more than two undefeated teams will likely be able to 
play themselves into the championship game rather than hope the 
computers select them to play in the championship game.

History indicates that the likelihood of having more 
than four undefeated teams in a season is extremely low. In fact, 
during the BCS time period there have only been six out of 
sixteen championship games featuring two undefeated teams. 
However, it is likely that controversy will still remain even after the 
implementation of the College Football Playoffs. There will always 
be dispute over whether team A deserved the fourth and final spot 
over team B, but it seems that college football is taking a step in the 
right direction with these new playoffs.

Breaking the ice
Nathaniel Kirkland
Press Staff Writer

Winter is here and with it a long season of lake effect 
snow, overcast days, and icy roads; it’s unavoidable. 
The U.S. deploys roughly 15 million tons of road 
salt every winter and, according to the Marquette 
University’s Department of Civil & Environmental 
Engineering, road salt can reduce traffic crashes by 
85 percent during and after a winter storm. This, of 
course, is due to deicing salts such as sodium chloride 
or calcium chloride’s physical property of reducing 
the freezing point of water to as high as -51 degrees 
Celsius at high enough concentrations. It’s a fact, 
deicing roads saves lives, but what happens to all the 
salt once the winter season is over?

Deicing salts leach into the soils, where ions 
may accumulate and eventually become toxic to 
the organisms and plants growing in these soils. 
The chemicals could also reach bodies of water 
in concentrations that are toxic to the ecosystem. 
Organic compounds are biodegraded and may cause 
oxygen depletion issues. Small creeks and ponds with 
long turnover time are especially vulnerable.

In addition, these salts come from salt mines that 
have environmental issue of their own; two-thirds 
of all U.S. salt mined are used for deicing roads. 
These unrefined salts may contain extra metals like 
mercury and arsenic, as well as minerals like calcium 
and magnesium, along with additives such as anti
caking agents and corrosion inhibitors to stop it from 
damaging steel and concrete. Deicing salts are still 
widely used to clear roads since it is usually the cheapest

and most readily available option. Fortunately, real 
salt-of-the-earth people are coming up with alternative 
means of balancing ecological health with road safety.

In Michigan, many road agencies have gone to pre
treatments like brine and sugar beet to make the salt 
even more effective. Milwaukee recently decided to 
proceed with a pilot project testing cheese brine as a 
supplement to rock salt. Cheese brine is a salt-water 
solution used in the production of cheese. The brine, 
considered a wasteful byproduct, is cheaper and more 
abundant that rock salt.

Cheese brine is also more environmentally friendly 
and will help save money by using cheese brine from 
local cheese makers. Not only do dairies save money 
in brine disposal, but Polk County, the county in 
Wisconsin where the idea originated, ended up saving 
around $40,000 in rock salt costs.

Despite this, rock salt continues to be the primary 
deicer. According to Russ Alger, director of the 
Institute of Snow Research at Michigan Technologic 
University, “When you look at all the options, a lot of 
time road salt turns out to be pretty good. So we keep 
coming back to road salt. Cost-wise, efficiency-wise, 
availability-wise, it’s just the best answer. I don’t see it 
getting replaced for a long, long time, if ever.”

Alger may be correct, but if the cheese brine pilot 
project works well in Milwaukee, we’ll be one step 
closer to reaching an environmental and economic 
compromise in how we live our lives, and that’s a goal 
worth its weight in salt.
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Teen girls find their sexting' 
photos on porn websites
lArelis R. Hernadez
MCT

The attention of a boy swayed a girl to 
make one of the most regrettable decisions of 
her young life. She immediately felt sick to her 
stomach, but the Seminole County middle- 
schooler pressed “send” on a text message 
containing a risque picture that circulated like 
spring fever among the boys at her school.

“He begged and begged for naked 
photographs until one day I finally gave in to 
his begging,” the student wrote in testimony 
used by the Seminole County Sheriffs Office 
to educate other girls. “No guy or girl is worth 
exposing yourself to or ruining your life for.”

The consequences of sexting are more than 
embarrassment—they can be criminal. And 
now, those compromising photos are finding 
their way to pornography websites where they 
can live forever.

using smartphone apps such as Snapchat, whose 
“view once” feature promises to make the image 
disappear from the recipient’s phone within 
seconds. Although the images were intended 
to be private, a simple screen shot can preserve 
them, Register said.

The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and 
Unplanned Pregnancy found in a 2013 online 
survey that one in five girls between the ages 
of 13 and 16 admitted to sexting, or posting 
nude, or semi-nude photos. A quarter of them 
reported their sexually suggestive images were 
redistributed. In the Seminole County example, 
the female student was publicly shamed when 
her classmates received the photos and called 
her demeaning names.

Underage teens in Florida caught sending 
nude pictures to another minor could be found

facebook

facebook.com/thewhitepinepress

Complete your bachelor's degree 
at Western Michigan University

As the holidays approach, mobile devices 
are sure to be on the wish list of many teens 
eager for the latest and fastest internet-enabled 
technology for sharing pictures, tweets, 
messages, videos and games. Law enforcement 
authorities caution parents to couple those gifts 
with a present for themselves: reconnaissance 
software to monitor every picture, text and 
piece of data their kids send electronically. In 
recent years, Seminole sheriffs Investigator 
Christie Register has identified at least 22 
current and former students who found their 
revealing pictures on sites where users have 
requested their photos by name.

“Every single one of them were giving these 
pictures away to somebody,” Register said about 
the victims. “Once you give it away, that person 
can do whatever they want.” There is little 
law enforcement can do because most of the 
websites are hosted on overseas servers.

Typically, girls are coerced by male 
schoolmates or a boyfriend to send the photos

guilty of a noncriminal violation for the first 
offense-penalized by community service and a 
$60 fine. But a second or third offense could 
result in misdemeanor and felony charges, 
according to state law. One of the victims on. 
Registers list is a college student whose years- 
old naked photos appeared online.

“After locating the pictures I realized they 
have been on these sites for over 5 years,” the 
unidentified woman wrote in her testimonial 
for Register. “After looking more and more 
I found that most of the girls I went to high 
school with had pictures all over these sites 
too.” The pictures, which were “supposed to 
be innocent,” were taken from a photo-sharing 
website with privacy settings that made the 
woman feel safe about posting them. But it was 
far from secure.

“Now as I continue my journey through 
college I worry that someone else may have 
come across my pictures who may be a potential 
employer,” the aspiring teacher wrote.

Students at NMC who would like to complete a bachelor's degree can easily 
transfer to WMU-Traverse City. We offer several degree program options 
designed with you in mind. Face-to-face dr online, we have you covered. And 
what's more, we are close to your home, making it extra convenient to forge 
ahead with your dreams!

□ Family Studies or Child and Family Development (BS)
• Courses are offered almost entirely online
• Gain provisional status as a Certified Family Life Educator (CFLE) in the 

Family Studies major
• Meet the State of Michigan requirements for child care center directors in 

the Child Development major

□ Interdisciplinary Health Services (BS)
• Courses are offered online or in a hybrid format
• Prepares graduates for entry or mid-level positions in a variety of 

occupations within the field of health services

□ University Studies (BA I BS)
• Courses are offered entirely online,as well as in hybrid format, when 

courses are available
• Designed for those students who are interested in obtaining a bachelor's 

degree with concentration areas of choice

Visit wmich.edu/traversecity tor mote information oi call (231) 995-1846 
to speak to a student service 
coordinator today.

WMU-Traverse City
2200 Dendrinos Drive *201 
Travetse City, Ml 49684

w Traverse City
Wish r\ Michig-wUMVFfisrrv
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Remembrance
Fallen soldier, departed friends

In our last issue, the White Pine Press 
profiled three U.S. veterans, a reminder 
that we share our classes each day with men 
and women who have given their time and 
their physical safety to serve our country. 
We were shocked and saddened to learn, 
less than a week later, of the accidental 
death of U.S. Marine Corporal Michael 
Reese, one of the veterans we profiled.

Reese was young, only 24 years old. 
He served for four years, deploying 
to Afghanistan as a communications 
specialist. He said he felt honored to serve 
in the Marine Corps, that he enjoyed the 

trust placed in him by his superiors, 
and that if he had to do it over again, 
he would.

But there was so much of the 
interview that didn’t make it 
into the article. For instance, the 

profile didn’t talk about Reese’s 
smile, his charisma, his 

easygoing demeanor. It 
didn’t express the 

way he spoke of 
his family,

fondly, 
with

obvious attachment. It didn’t capture 
the regret in his voice when he lamented 
missing births, deaths, and weddings. The 
story didn’t include Reese’s recap of the 
romantic way he met his girlfriend, or the 
warmth that crept into his voice when he 
spoke of her.

Because it was a news story, we couldn’t 
say that Reese seemed to be happy, well- 
adjusted, productive. We didn’t tell you 
what a joy he was to speak to, and how after 
an hour-long interview, he was ready to 
keep chatting (and we did so as we walked 
upstairs to our respective classrooms). The 
story couldn’t give readers a full picture of 
the hopefulness in Reese’s attitude, or of 
the promise his life seemed to hold.

In fact, the same is true for the other 
veterans we interviewed—something got 
lost in translation. Intensity got lost in 
translation. In these conversations, we 
heard pain, love, loss, and hope. We heard 
shaky voices, we heard laughter. We heard 
tenacity. We heard, life is precious.

Unfortunately, Corporal Reese was not 
the only member of the NMC family we 
lost recendy. We also lost several former 
faculty and staff members: A1 Shumsky, 
who taught many English classes over a 
period of 38 years, acting for many years 
as department head; David Vermetten, 
who spent 34 years teaching English at 

NMC, earning Faculty Emeritus status;
Michael Ouwerkerk, NMC’s CFO 
for 23 years; and George Anderson, 
former Foundation Board member and
community activist.

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should 
be less than 400 words, typewritten, 
and signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and length. 
Opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of The White Pine Press staff or 
any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231) 995-2110

The loss of these dedicated men reminds 
us to be aware of the fragility of our lives. 
It reminds us to look to our loved ones, 
to make sure they know they are loved. It 
reminds us to live our lives the best way we 
can, and to live them to the fullest, every 
day, because we never know when these 
lives may be taken from us.

We at the White Pine Press are thankful 
that we had the opportunity to meet 
Michael Reese. Though our acquaintance 
was brief, the experience touched us. We 
were filled with gratitude for the sacrifice 
that he and our other veterans made for 
us; we were humbled by the stories of their 
harrowing experiences in combat. We were 
impressed by their bravery, both on the 
battlefield and off.

We remember Michael Reese with 
fondness and with deep regret, and our 
hearts go out to the many people who 
mourn the loss of his life.

Counseling is available for students 
who need someone to talk to. For help, 
contact the Student Life Office in West 
Hall at (231) 995-1118 or email 
studentlife@nmc. edu.

The White Pine Press
Editorial Board
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Selling
Emily Ostantowski
Press Illustrator

Advertising is the key to selling. It’s not 
having a great product that gets buyers 
to purchase, it’s the way the product is 
presented. The thing that is so devilish 
about advertisements is the way they lure in 
a specific target audience, taking notice of 
our greed, our desires and insecurities, and 
using them against us. Not only do they try 
to hook us by dangling what we want right 
in our faces, they also try to enforce certain 
set standards to try to tell us “this is who 
you are—or who you should be—so you want 
this.” Ads don’t just sell materialistic goods, 
they sell an image, and that can be just as 
destructive.

Hollister and American Eagle’s 
advertisement campaigns show young, 
attractive men and women, scantily clad, 
embracing or having fun on a sunny beach. 
This image is pasted in their store windows 
and on their bags so that it is clearly 
distinguishable. These models are slim, 
young, and usually light-skinned—this is the 
face the corporations think they are selling 
their products to. The clothing is not cheap; 
you’ve got to be at least in the middle-to- 
upper class to buy it without breaking your 
wallet. Teens and young adults are ready to 
think about sex, thus the provocative images 
would appeal to their age group—not that the 
models are highly sexualized, but the pictures 
capture that “puppy love” ideal that’s so 
relatable to teenagers.

Stores like Hollister and American Eagle 
never appealed to me. I used to think I wasn’t 
a normal teenager—my parents couldn’t 
afford those cloths and I wasn’t always 
smiling and running on a sunny beach in 
California, hanging off my surfer boyfriend. 
Nor did I want to be like that. But why, in 
my awkward times of high school, did I ever 
think that I wasn’t normal? Because I wasn’t 
like those models or the teenagers who wore 
those clothes? Because some advertisement 
designed to sell clothing didn’t appeal to me?

When you consider the design and 
marketing on these commercials, it’s really

Wanna Vent?
Your rant could go here.

Speak your mind in 250-400 words and let us 
have it. If it's eloquent, relevant, and thought-

provoking, we'll print it.

Send contributions to whitepinepress@gmail.org

us short
apparent that even children must meet 
society standards and be part of the norm. 
Commercials force gender roles on children 
that appeal to our primitive nature—little 
girls will be nurturing and little boys have 
to be tough—but that confines children to 
the supposed characteristics of one gender, 
one stereotypical personality, one set of 
interests. Most corporations and distributers 
don’t want to take the time to properly 
communicate with children—that is not their 
goal. Instead, they make commercials that 
would seem to appeal to most children of a 
certain age and gender to make quick profit. 
The idea that little boys and girls are polar 
opposites is forced into children’s heads. It 
can even make them react negatively to toys 
or shows appealing to the opposite gender. 
This is harmful; when they grow into adults 
they may end up with false expectations of 
how a man or a woman should be.

A complicated society full of diverse 
people is hard to please, so companies 
categorize people of different age, race, and 
gender because it’s just easier. But it hurts 
society by sending false images of people. 
The irony is that society is just as much at 
fault here, because society sets the standards 
just as much as the corporations do- 
corporations look to us for feedback. It’s so 
simple to dismiss these commercials on a 
day-to-day basis, because we too categorize 
others and ourselves, and we do it without 
thinking. It has come to a point that there is 
an ugly cycle of the common people allowing 
tainted input to be received by the big names 
who then exaggerate and amplify stereotypes, 
only to push them back out into the world.

The corporations and the big names don’t 
mind lowering the bar on their standards in 
order to appeal to the general public because 
making a quick buck is all that counts. 
Society has a responsibility to be careful 
about the message it sends in order to stop 
the categorization of people. We have got to 
hold a higher opinion of ourselves. We must 
try to end the stereotypes once and for all.
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What's the best thing that happened to you this year—your favorite memory?
MEGAN DAY,

Nutrition
KELLY SANDERSON,

Fine Arts
DANIEL FLORES,
Hotel Management

ERICA ANDERSON,
Freshwater Studies/ 

Geological Engineering

ABBIE BROAD,
Elementary Education

TYLER GILGALLON,
Mechanical Engineering

"I went to Faster Horses 
Festival. It's a country 
music festival—you 

camp for like five days 
and it's just non-stop 

music."

■B

he had to say

0 1 B ft®
CAMPUS QUOTES

Compiled by Nicole Wildman & Steven Gaston

"I'm in a painting 
class—Painting 101— 
and that's my favorite 
thing this semester."

"I saw snow and it was 
lovely. I'm from Peru—I 
enjoyed it while people 

were hating it."

"I got accepted to 
Michigan Tech."

"A customer in the 
restaurant where I 

work—he showed me 
pictures of his house. He 

realized how busy we 
were but... I made his 

day and listened to what

"I guess it would 
be my daughter 
turning one."

Abortion clinics, not battle zones
A Massachusetts law that says “no person” 

may enter or remain in the 35-foot buffer 
zones established outside abortion clinics 
in the state has set off a controversial legal 
battle about the proper balance between the 
rights of speakers and the rights of those who 
must listen to them. Although several federal 
courts have upheld the law over the last few 
years, the Supreme Court has now agreed to 
review it. The high court should uphold it as 
well.

The petitioners, including a grandmother 
in her 70s who stands outside abortion 
clinics hoping to talk to women on their way 
in, claim that the law is an impermissible 
infringement on their right to express their 
opinion. They complain that they are held 
so far back from clinic entrances that they 
are prevented from communicating with the 
women in a conversational tone of voice, 
with eye contact, with offers of counseling. 
They are unable to hand out informational 
leaflets. Shouting from a distance, they say, 
is ineffective or counterproductive. When 
they do find a woman willing to have a 
conversation before she gets to the 35-foot 
zone, they are thwarted from continuing it 
once she moves into the zone.

The U.S. 1st Circuit Court of Appeals, 
which upheld the law in January, noted 
that the First Amendment doesn’t guarantee 
the right to an attentive audience “available 
at close range.” But it does require that, in 
seeking to protect audiences from “hindrance, 
harassment, intimidation or harm,” the state 
not place any more burden on the right of 
free speech than necessary.

No principle is more fundamental to a free

society than the right to speak out in protest, 
but just because speech is vital does not mean 
that all other rights yield to it at all times. 
Indeed, time, place and manner restrictions 
are common. In this case, the buffer zone 
is justifiable. Though there are many civil, 
reasonable antiabortion protesters in the 
world, history shows that some have turned 
the perimeters of reproductive health clinics 
into battlegrounds, using intimidation and 
sometimes violence.

The fatal shooting of two clinic workers 
in Brookline, Mass., in 1994 by an opponent 
of abortion was the impetus for the law that 
is being challenged. It’s true that the law 
excludes all protesters, not just violent ones, 
from the buffer zone. But the state shouldn’t 
have to wait to see if a particular protester is 
going to harass people or turn violent. The 
Guttmacher Institute, a research organization 
that supports reproductive health services 
and abortion rights, says that family planning 
clinics continue to report incidents of 
bombings, arson and vandalism, as well 
as violent protests and blockades. Fifteen 
states and the District of Columbia prohibit 
various acts directed at clinics and workers, 
including blocking entrances, threatening 
or intimidating staff and patients, making 
harassing phone calls to staff, damaging 
property or making excessive noise outside 
clinics. Along with Massachusetts, two other 
states have set up protective zones.

Besides, the 35-foot buffer zone doesn’t 
entirely prevent face-to-face conversations. A 
protester can’t walk and chat with a woman 
all the way to the clinic entrance, but a 
woman on her way to the clinic can pause

outside the zone to have a conversation if she 
chooses. And even from 35 feet, the voices 
of protesters can be heard and their signs can 
be read.

The petitioners also argue that the law 
amounts to unconstitutional viewpoint 
discrimination because clinic employees 
are able to enter the buffer zone and talk 
to women. But healthcare workers assisting 
their clients aren’t engaging in advocacy; 
they’re doing their jobs. The court should 
reject this claim. The First Amendment 
rights of protesters must be weighed against 
the ability of people to enter and exit

health facilities without being intimidated 
and harassed by others determined to talk 
women out of having a legal procedure. In 
1994, the Supreme Court held that “the First 
Amendment does not demand that patients at 
a medical facility undertake Herculean efforts 
to escape the cacophony of political protest.” 
The court should uphold the Massachusetts 
law, which targets speech only to the extent 
of attempting to ensure an environment in 
which women have access to safe, legal and 
effective medical services.

Los Angeles Times (MCT)
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Outdoor Hot Tubs
Caelum Gay
Press Staff Writer WTNTEE 1

Winter is the perfect time to take advantage of a friend's 
hot tub, and if you don't know someone who has a hot tub, 
then highly consider meeting someone who does. It's very 
majestic to watch crisp snowflakes fall to the ground while 
you're sheltered by the cozy warmth of hot water.

Winter rafting with Jordan 
Valley Outfitters

Georg Schluender
Press Staff Writer

A Class V whitewater raft filled to maximum capacity assures your 1.5 
hour float down the Jordan River is in comfort sipping on hot coca while 
learning of the natural history of the Jordan Valley. Immersing yourself 
in the tranquility you'll speak with exhilaration of the experience for 
a lifetime, http://jvoutfitters.com/Jordan_Valley_Outfitters/Winter_ 
Adventures.html

Saunas
One of the best ways to escape the frigid outdoor temperatures 
is to seek refuge in a sauna. Most saunas range from 150 
to 200 degrees Fahrenheit, making for a warm sanctuary. 
Various spas and gyms in the region offer saunas, for a fee 
of course.

Winter Tent Camping
For the brave of heart, winter tent camping can be an 
exhilarating experience. Winter beauty is abundant; with no 
dirty snow from cars, nature offers white-blanketed vistas to 
be explored. Just remember to pack appropriate winter gear, 
wear warm clothes, and tell someone where you're headed, 
because safety comes first in an arctic-like climate.

A 3.5 mile snow shoe will bring you to the cabin in the photo known as 
the Honeymoon Cabin. Located in Pigeon River Country it overlooks the 
Sturgeon River Valley and is available year round on a first come first 
serve basis, www.pigeonriver.org/green-timbers.html
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Geocaching
If you haven't experienced the GPS treasure hunting activity that 
introduces you to so many incredible places then this is a great reason to 
pull yourself off the couch and out searching for caches on snow shoes 
this winter with thousands available in a 50 mile radius of Traverse City. 
www.geocaching.com
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Snowboarding/Skiing
Steven Gaston
Press Photographer

Skiing and snowboarding are more than likely the most 
common outdoor winter activities, with a wide range of ski 
resorts for participants to choose from. Hickory Hills, Crystal 
mountain, Boyne Mountain, Shush Mountain and Shanly 
Creek are among the many resorts that offer many trails and 
hills for all ranges of experience.

Cross Country Skiing
Cross country skiing in northern Michigan offers a cold, but 
beautiful look at nature, with access to a vast amount of snow 
trails available to the public, it's the perfect way to get away 
from all the noise and open up to Pure Michigan.

ce Climbing
Festival

he best time of year to visit 
'ictured Rocks. The extreme 
lature of this sport in such an 
spic location will make you 
ligh on life. The festival brings 
nany together feeling the 
ame buzz and a great way 
□ learn a new winter activity 
□r from the mainstream. 
yww.michiganicefest.com

Snowmobiling
Snowmobiling in northern Michigan is one of the most 
popular outdoor winter activities. Thousands of miles of trails 
lie within Michigan's state forests, three national forests and 
everywhere in between. But remember to be safe and wear 
a helmet!

%
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Walking in a winter wonderland:
Living on the streets in Traverse City

Lucky Rose
Press Staff Writer

We will be enjoying the holidays with 
family, soon.

Nestled in our heated, comfortable living 
spaces, we will enjoy the sights and sounds 
of our greatest personal achievements. 
Unfortunately, there are some who do not 
celebrate the holidays in grandeur. That isn’t 
to say you don’t deserve your lifestyle, with 
all of its amenities. It doesn’t mean you made 
better choices or were the nicest person all of 
the time; but you earned your keep and so 
you uphold it.

I have personal history with the streets, 
none that I regret in the least, but it had a 
profound effect on my personality the longer 
I remained subjected. I went through my 
closet searching for old jeans I had worn 
during that time; a shirt, pair of shoes, beanie 
cap and frayed fingerless gloves. Most would 
stereotype this image of the bereft, unknowing 
that these tactical garments are what have 
kept that community alive with what little 
they had.

After a few phone calls, it seemed most or 
all of the shelters were full to the brim, and 
not accepting anyone further. This isn’t an 
event for the holidays in particular, it typically

becomes this difficult most of the year. Even 
employees working these shelters are at an 
impasse; it can be an extremely stressful job 
at times with feeding, clothing, bedding, and 
general cleanliness of the wards.

On Front Street, I was approached by a 
man who has asked me to withhold his name; 
we’ll call him Henry. There wasn’t much 
static at first what with the awkwardness of 
the situation, so I broke the ice and used the 
change I had scrounged to buy him a hot cup 
of coffee. We took it slow, and I observed him 
as he spoke on and on about the changes in 
our lake water, ice fishing, and his way of 
repairing things like his personal tip-up.

The frequent question arose, and he asked 
“How did you get here?” This is an extremely 
common exchange between two homeless 
people. Often times it’s honestly a tool to get 
to know the person who’s eating with you, but 
other times it’s a defense mechanism. If you 
were to say, “drug rehab,” or “stealing,” they 
would most likely go a separate way to keep 
what little they have safe.

I told him that I had come here on a 
greyhound bus, which is a decent answer in 
this lifestyle. We turned the questions around, 
and I asked:

“Is there anywhere to stay during the 
winter? It sure snows a bunch.”

He swallowed thoughtfully and looked

me over, “Sure there is...Down the stairs at 
Horizon, there’s a lady there, she seems gruff 
but she’s just too nice to everyone all day, 
you know how it gets. There’s a couple of 
churches; the homes but they’re hard to get 
in, a couple of playground slides that’ll block 
the wind while you sleep...

He seemed uneasy.
“What is it Henry?” I asked.
“No one in their right mind would come 

this far north to be on the street.”
He had sniffed me out. “You’re right....I 

wouldn’t. Are you hungry?”
We ate scrabbled eggs and toast, which 

I paid for on my debit card. He warmed up 
to me after awhile, even going so far as not 
asking me to give him a couple dollars off the 
table-tip.

It’s a sad truth, but not all of the people 
living on our streets have had their houses 
foreclosed. Some are addicts, prostitutes; 
others enjoy living minimally and never 
beg for change. This could be seen as an 
irresponsible way of living their lives. You may 
or may not feel the desire to give these people 
a stern talking to, but they’re living with the 
choices they’ve procured for themselves, and 
don’t always welcome outsider criticism. 
Would you?

The self-protective lifestyles of these people 
can be admired once you’ve been around it a

couple of years. There’s a reason people like 
Henry are blunt with how they behave when 
asking for money. It’s the method of their 
madness. Henry says as we walk passed The 
State Theater, “If you’re asking for money 
from someone who works for it, and they 
see you, not working for it, there’s just that 
moment you can see in their eye where they 
want to kick you a bit. Part of them is jealous; 
how can we do this when they’re stuck at work 
all day? The other half is just your standard ‘I 
earned this, it’s mine.’ mentality. They don’t 
find it very nice when you pretend to be hurt, 
and they HATE it when you tell them a sob 
story.”

Before we go our separate ways, I ask him 
what his favorite beggar-board was.

“Oh boy,” he starts, “I haven’t heard that 
term in a long time! Have you seen the boards 
they have in New York? Some of the best. So 
funny, some of them. Shameless. Did you 
know they make glow-in-the-dark markers 
now? You could really spice it up here with 
one of those.”

Walking among Traverse City are some 
honest and welcoming people, most of the 
time. Resting under cardboard and lying their 
heads on old cherry lugs, they make the most 
of the season, ignoring the cold.

Homeless vets in the U.S.
The number of homeless vets is slowly shrinking and 
the VA hopes to end veteran homelessness by 2015.

How many are there?
Number of homeless 
vets on any given 
night, by year

Where vets lived before getting help
Earlier living situation for vets before 
they were placed in shelters or 
transitional housing, 2009-10

Safe Harbor
Providing winter shelter 

for those in need

• 13 percent of all 
homeless adults are 
veterans

Total 141,975

Emergency 
shelter 
23%

Other living 
arrangement
23%

Supportive
housing
4%

Place not meant for 
I—human to live

19%

Family, 
friends
18%

Medical,
treatment
facility
14%

NOTE: Figures do not total 100 
percent due to rounding

Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
Graphic: Judy Treible © 2012 MCT

Homelessness is not a problem we 
consider often in Traverse City—we 
don’t usually see men or women with 
signs asking for money—but there are 
many people among us who have no 
place to rest their heads. To escape the 
winter chill, some seek shelter in coffee 
shops, bookstores, or the local library. 
They’re usually quiet, keeping to them
selves, just looking for a way to stay 
warm. When closing time rolls around, 
it’s time to find another solution.

Safe Harbor of Grand Traverse has 
teamed up with 24 area churches to 
provide overnight shelter for those who 
have nowhere to sleep in the cold win
ter months. Those churches that are not

within walking distance of downtown 
will have vans available for transport.

These churches open their doors at 
5:45 p.m., and the doors will be locked 
from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. A full schedule 
can be found at http://gtsafeharbor.org/ 
schedule/.

According to Safe Harbor’s website, 
their mission is: “Offering love to the 
homeless through emergency shelter, 
meals, encouragement to move forward 
in a positive direction in their lives.”

Safe Harbor’s website also features 
a list of places that serve community 
meals, which cover breakfast, lunch and 
dinner Monday through Friday.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

December 5, 2013
WHITE PINE PRESS FEATURE 1 1

Resolutions you won't keep
Lucky Rose
Press Staff Writer

|\ /I ■ • like moving in with your first roommate,
Iv'IUGl I getting your first bill, adopting your 

first dog, New Years Resolutions aren't meant to last long. 
No sooner than you have made the loud boasting promise 
for the new year, it comes unfurled literally hours after it 
was made. Alas, the bills pile up, you realize the love of 
your life prefers gluten free diets, and Sprinkles just can't 
seem to understand that your collection of vintage vinyls 
aren't supposed to smell like pee. So eventually, slowly, 
you start to hate your little heart and all its wants. You take 
to passive-aggressively eating hamburgers before crawling 
into bed; you ask your roommate if your copy of "Dark Side 
Of The Moon” smells just a little funny, holding it up to her 
nose; something, anything to cope.

But that isn't to say there aren't some strong- 
willed folk out in the world, walking around, accomplishing 
more than you as they happily skate along in life. For the 
rest of us, there's me. I happen to arrive with fully stocked 
reason, and I’m here to tell you why nothing you or they 
promise is going to happen this coming year.

"I'M GOING TO EAT HEALTHIER 
THIS YEAR!"

No, you're not. As much as it pains me to see my fellow 
Americans in a constant struggle with their jean buttons, 
it's just too easy to stop and eat as opposed to cooking 
every single night. You might be the type of person who 
supplements their diet with a few greens here or there, our 
politicians set fantastic examples in that aspect, but with 
the introduction of organic, locally grown, this came out of

a pile of cow dung, I swear it's good for you, the prices of 
fresh produce have sky-rocketed, and they don't keep as 
well as dried goods. So you're basically promising to throw 
thousands of dollars at your vegetable crisper, and hey 
man, that's cool, but why not buy a bag of rice and make 
yourself a nice stir-fry once in a blue moon?

"I'M GOING TO SAVE MONEY!"

Sure, and why not start that off by blowing tons of cash 
on a New Year's party featuring all of your sister's cousin's 
brother's best-friends and all of their expensive champagne 
tastes? It's not going to matter much, because the beauty of 
the NEW year is that it's new, which means you don't have 
to worry about that pesky handful of hours beforehand. 
A better and more fluid option is to just be cheap every 
moment of your life for the rest of your life. It's not that 
difficult really; anytime you think you want something for 
yourself, remind yourself that you made a stupid resolution 
at the cliff's edge of 2013 to save money. How about you 
have one life, you're not coming back, so spend as you 
see fit? Buy that thing you wanted. Go ahead. You're you, 
which is more intriguing than those who aren't you.

"I'M GOING TO GET IN SHAPE!"

Picture this: you're waking up from a hard night of 
celebrating the fact you've been on this lovely earth another 
year, you groggily roll off a sticky couch and stumble your 
way through trash and clothes to your bathroom. You 
take a breath, grip some toothpaste, and suddenly realize

someone stole your toothbrush. A complete stranger 
wakes up from your bathtub, mumbling that it must be in 
your pants, which are also missing. Suddenly it hits you. 
You promised to exercise every morning before breakfast 
as a New Year's resolution. You're welcome.

SO YOU SEE, THOUGH YOUR INTENTIONS ARE ALMOST 
ALWAYS GOOD, YOU NEED TO FACE THE FACT THAT 
YOU'RE TOO HARDWORKING, TOO BUSY, TOO STRESSED 
OR FRANKLY JUST FINE WITH THE WAY YOU ARE TO 
NEED ANY CONVENTIONAL NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS. 
THERE'S NOTHING WRONG WITH THAT. LIKE I SAID, I 
COME WITH A BIT OF REASON, SO I'VE MADE A SMALL 
LIST OF RESOLUTIONS THAT WILL SUFFICE ANY MODERN 
HOUSEHOLD.

1.1 promise to pick my laundry off the floor and at least 
put it near the washer.

2. I will find a reason to actually like my job, even if it 
includes Molotovs.

3.1 will return my two-years overdue library books.
4.1 will finally get that eleven point buck.
5.1 will say something without thinking about it.
6. I will be polite, courteous, and complimentary to 

someone who isn't my reflection or a bartender, at least 
once.

7. I will attempt the dishes before black mold takes 
them to the abyss.

8. I will not tell people to eat my shorts. I will not tell 
people to eat my shorts. I will not tell people to eat my 
shorts.

New Years Eve on $10
Lucky Rose
Press Staff Writer

It's not easy keeping everyone happy on the holidays, 
and this has been made blatantly apparent through every 
holiday in America, ever. The lot of it is much too hectic; 
you have your kids, your grandparents, cousins, aunts, 
toddlers and for some reason neighbors; but there's light 
at the end of your pine wreath tunnel:

I've figured out a sound method of doing New Year's 
Eve on ten simple dollars. How, you might ask? Well I was 
hoping you really wouldn't. This issue is your lucky leaf, 
because I don't live in squalor so you can just use these 
things as kindling for your dangerous bonfire parties.

Firstly, there are three major ingredients to New Year's 
Eve: something loud, a kiss at midnight, and alcohol. Give 
or take your level of piousness, you'll be exchanging alcohol 
for shiny things or candles. Now to begin with, something 
loud must be acquired. After a few moments in a shopping 
center, I’ve decided that there are three entirely free noise
making items you can use:

1. A child.
2. Your husband.
3. A doe call.

The doe call is free if your husband is especially talented 
or you have a knack for ingenuity. Any or all of those items 
will bring a loudness that's so often affiliated with a public 
celebration. Or tax season. I get them mixed up.

Tradition states that a kiss during midnight on New 
Year's Eve represents good luck for the following year, and 
that you've somehow managed to find someone who isn't 
put off by your lack of social grace. Typically these kisses 
occur at random, are entirely free, and don’t really mess up 
your night too badly. But in the event that you find yourself 
alone, there are ways to acquire this luck-bringing smooch 
at absolutely no cost:

1. The Tilt-A-Whirl: Find someone you've loved for 
basically forever and coax them to kiss your cheek. Right 
before their mouth touches, swing your lips around to your 
ear and they won’t have time to stop before you end up 
making a Kodak moment. You get your kiss, and they get to 
use your mouthwash (that's x2 mouth contact!) Disclaimer: 
this method should not be used on or in proximity of their 
boyfriend/husband/children. If in the event this occurs seek 
another town immediately.

2. Kiss the palm of your right hand, just under 
the thumb.

3. Get a girlfriend.
The best shiny thing I could think of that wasn't a quarter 

ended up being glitter. To acquire it in both possible ways, 
you must be a pretty decent liar. For beginners, I suggest a 
preschool. Glitter is simple and easy to acquire after sitting 
in any of their seats. For our more complicated readers, 
who seek thrills beyond adventure, I suggest having a drink 
at a gay bar on Saturday night. Any surface you touch, at 
any time, will scream Cher lyrics and spray glitter at you like 
a typhoon. You need to know how to lie if you're either a 
grown male with a wife or a gay male with a wife. Candles 
can be gathered at any Church or storage unit you used to 
own. Getting the child or the bouncer to let you leave with 
glitter is a test of courage.

Lastly, you need alcohol. No New Year's Eve is complete 
without the sweet nectar vim of courage. Take that $10 you 
saved following my instructions and get yourself a fifteener 
of Keystone Light. You earned it.
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The healing arts
NMC student dreams of helping others 
through art therapy
Mathieu St. Charles
Press A&E Editor

NMC fine arts major Deeanne 
Merriman was in kindergarten 
when she started “self teaching”; 
now, as a college student, she has 
aspirations to do art therapy.

Her preferred medium is 
ceramics, which she emphasizes is 
different than pottery—a fact that’s 
not well-known. She says that 
pottery involves a potters wheel 
and a specific technique, while 
ceramics involves sculpture and 
“3D” art.

While in high school, Merriman 
was told that her sculpting was at 
a “college level,” and her teacher 
encouraged her to pursue art. She 
is now in her second year in the art 
program. She is taking Watercolor I 
this semester along with other non
art classes, and has taken Drawing 
I, Printmaking I, and Ceramics 
already. Despite some resistance 
from her parents, Merriman 
intends to continue studying art, 
with plans to transfer to Kendall 
College and then go to New York 
to get her an therapy degree.

“Lots of people have trouble 
assigning words to emotions 
or thoughts, Merriman

states, “especially when dealing 
with difficult situations. Art is one 
way to help them get it out.”

As an art therapist, she would 
examine the art made by the 
patient and ask questions about 
why he or she depicted the subject 
in a particular fashion.

Merriman shared her thoughts 
on art, saying that “[most people] 
don’t take art seriously,” that they 
don’t appreciate the work that 
goes into it. Art supplies cost a 
considerable amount of money 
and time, she says, and these are 
the factors that go into the price of 
commissioned art.

At just ten years old, Merriman 
sold her first work of art—a cat 
picture worth $50 (note that 
this was before cat pictures were 
blowing up the internet). Her 
artwork has been featured in three 
art shows downstate as well as at 
NMC. She has had two pieces of art 
featured in a state show that were 
in the top ten in 2011. Merriman 
was awarded the Silver Key grant 
in 2012 for Kendall College, but 
wasn’t ready to transfer at the time.

12 Years a Slave
I Kat Trumbull
| Press Designer

Like many other movies on the topic of 
slavery, “12 Years a Slave,” directed by Steve 
McQueen, can be difficult to watch at times, 
and may make a few squeamish people very 
uncomfortable. That being said, the film is an 
absolute masterpiece of storytelling. It follows 
a true story of Solomon Northup (Chiwetel 
Ejiofor), a free black man living in New York in 
1841 who gets devilishly tricked into slavery by 
promises of wealth and fame.

This is not a family film, or a date night 
film, or anything you would go to see to feel 
better about yourself. However, if you would 
appreciate seeing a good piece of cinema and 
something that will, most likely, win quite a few 
Oscars, I would suggest “12 Years a Slave.”

The film has some slow points, but the 
character development during them is crucial to 
the storyline, so paying attention is easier than 
expected. McQueen guides his audience through 
the twisting tale with ease and persistence. Even

during the most gruesome scenes, he makes you 
focus through it, telling you, “Pay attention. 
This is real. This happened.”

Produced by Plan B Productions, Brad Pitt’s 
production company, the cast features Brad Pitt 
in the tail end of the story as the white knight 
in shining armor, come to save the day. There 
always needs to be a tall, blonde, white guy to 
make everything all better, thanks Brad.

All in all, the film was truly a work of art. The 
costume, make up, directing and casting was 
absolutely perfect. There were only two minor 
issues I saw while watching. There was a shot 
of the sky in which there was a jet stream, I’m 
pretty sure they didn’t have flying machines in 
the 1840s. In another shot, Solomon’s contact 
is visible in the curvature of his eye. Other 
than these two very minute issues, I have no 
qualms about the film and would be shocked 
and devastated if it came out of the 2014 Oscar 
season with no awards.

s- Jonathon $ $ub
Our Movie Goers Special 

Makes a Great Holiday Gift
A great gift for employees, staff, 
bosses, colleagues and friends!

Movie Goers Special includes:
• 2 Entrees up to a
■ 2 Choices of Potato $50 value*
• 2 Soft Drinks
• 2 Movie Ticket Vouchers**

*Specialty dishes included for a nominal charge

**Movie ticket vouchers good for full admission price 
at Grand Traverse Mall Cinemas and 

Horizon Cinemas

(231) 935-4441
located across from the movie theater Inside Grand Traverse Mall
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Top 5 darkest moments from 
Attack on Titan

I Mathieu St. Charles
Press A&E Editor

1. Eren's mother gets eaten
Of course with Titans running about, one would 

expect something like this to happen, but this time 
it has a huge emotional impact. Eren watches as 
his own mother’s spine is snapped in half by Titan 
hands, and her bottom half is separated from her top 
half by its teeth. This sends a bolt of rage straight to 
his killer instinct, which later transforms him.

2. Armin watches Eren be
swallowed by a Titan

After Eren flies through town on his 3D maneuver 
gear, he gets his leg bitten off by a Titan. He goes 
tumbling on the rooftops until he stops and finds 
Armin being swallowed. Before Armin gets eaten, 
Eren grabs his hand and pulls him out of the Titan's 
mouth. Eren then tries to escape with Armin’s help, 
but, having an arm removed by a pair of enormous 
teeth, is instead eaten. Armin’s whole squad is 
assumed to be dead at this point.

3. Jean sees his squad-mate get 
eaten

As Jean is standing on the roof, watching a pack 
of Titans, his squad mate screams whilst being 
devoured by a Titan. He stands there in horror, 
watching helplessly as the Titan chews up his fellow 
soldier.

4. Mikasa's disturbing speech to 
Armin and the rest of the squad

After hearing about what happened to Eren, 
Mikasa loses her mind and starts reprimanding the 
squad. What sounds like a motivating speech at 
first is actually the last shreds of sanity slipping from 
Mikasa.

5. Survey corp's soldier takes a 
shotgun to the face

In this scene, we see a soldier cleaning out a 
shotgun. It leaves us wondering if he’s planning 
to use it on a Titan. When he is finished cleaning 
the barrel, he puts it in his mouth, much to the 
bewilderment of his squad. He then proceeds to 
Jackson Pollock the bookshelf behind him in his 
own blood.

Six seconds
Kat Trumbull
Press Designer

In todays world, information 
that takes large amounts of our attention 
for longer than a couple minutes is 
nothing to trifle with. We have all become 
so entwined in short Facebook statuses, 
photo updates on Instagram, tweets that 
are fewer than 140 characters, and all sorts 
of for-teens news reporters that post one 
paragraph “summed up” news articles—all 
so we can be at least somewhat updated on 
current events outside our circle.

So who wouldn’t love 6-second 
in-your-face videos that range from 
comedic to experimental surreal artwork? 
Vine is an app geared for the creative 
bohemian inside all of us. Maybe our 
intentions aren’t to be “Vine Famous” (as

with all social media, there are people who 
are more popular than others—it’s like 
high school!), yet it is an exciting way to 
get your ideas out in a format that can keep 
someone’s attention.

Whatever you’re in to, there are 
categories of vines that you will love. 
Sports, arts, music, news and politics, food, 
beauty and fashion, and, yes, even cats, are 
some of the many different categories vines 
are organized into so you can choose which 
to watch and who to follow.

A few rules to follow while 
spending your time on Vine so you don’t 
send other Viners into a violent hate rage 
are: Do not spam the comments section of 
any vine—popular or not—about “follow

for follow,” “write this on 5 other vines 
or die in your sleep,” etc. That will really 
frustrate people and you will be reported 
rather quickly.

Need a step-by-step tutorial about how 
to use Vine? All you have to do is touch the 
screen to record. When you stop touching 
it, you stop recording, so you can load up 
on easy jump cuts without editing on an 
expensive and confusing program. When 
you’ve finished your 6 seconds, add a 
caption, some hashtags, and share your 
video with all your followers! If you’re good 
enough at what you do, you might end up 
like some of the other popular Viners. If 
you do, call me, let’s collaborate.

illustration by Nathan Bailey
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Last issue the Oh My Gods comic was constructed out of order. 
Here is the corrected version.OH XAV GODS BY EMILY OJXNTOWSKI

OH XA'Y’ GODS By EMILY OSXNTOWSKI And now please enjoy this issue’s installment of Oh My Gods.

HELLO!
IM

JESUS.

you look different from i/s, gur that's ok«v
WE CM TEACH EACHOTHER MEW THIaJGS!7Z7 —

WHAT IS HAPPENING 
TO cuU. WORSHIPPERS? ,

THE WHITE /MAW BRINGS
HARM To Our PEoPlE! 

They take, from the 
Land ano force the 

natives into 
ANOTHER RELIGiON" 

Changing THElft. 
Jj\\ NAMES AND 
SJ \ KILLING THEM 

IF THEY DENY 
Christianity/

HOW. I 
mother.

THE FIRST THANKSGIVING CF THE GODS ANT
WOL-F

(GREETINGS STRANGERS!!!

Yeah' pm teaching the word of my father!
I/*T INTERESTED in WHAT You CAN SHARE WITH 
MF. I KNOW WE'LL ALL SE GREAT FRIENDS.'

CORRUPTED INTERPRETATION IS THANKlAiG TESCS 
poe. you? thawkS6mng dinner when w 

REALITY HE CAm/VoT AFFORD HIS olvaj.

1 never, intended 
MY FOLLOWERS 
to ConCluec, EOT 
to spread love 
AND PEACE. 

WHAT HAVE I 

done to misled 
mY people- 

. WAS MY MESSAGE 

L NOT CLEAR?

THANKSGIVING PRESENT dayAnd that's what 
happened ai the 
FIRST Thanksgiving 

guT IT WASN'T 
The first time 
A GROUP OF GPFS 
WERE AN66RED 
WITH ME DOE 
To THE FALL 
OF THElft REIGN. J

A WE, CHRIST!
LOVE THY NEIGHBOR, 

THAT IS ALL.

ZZZ|
REMlUO ME WHY 
I TALK TO YOU, 

LucifeR.RELIGION 
ISN'T E.VIL- 
ITS THE 
Corrupted 

INTEAPKETATION,

The rules AC£ The 
PROBLEM- it's AGouT 
THE MESSAGE, NOT 

Taking everything 
Literally The /MESSAGE 
IS To Do Goop Ano 

l/ou DoNT NECESSARILY 
WEED 600 To WV01N 

THAT. So IF ALL pecPUZ 

just accept another 
Then religion woolowt 
BE THE KSuE-

GAK, I'M . 

CHOKING...
ENJOYING YouR DINNER? WHAT AN AWFUL 

Thanksgiving.
SO You REALLY THINK ONE RELIGION 
Can live beside another in peace? 
how Do You Think You can achieve 
that - yov AND , Both ARE BOUND c 

/'"‘'‘-x by Rules. / IS HEFATHER

TRULY
MADE

YOU
Flawed -

PEAD?

ONE God 
ONE ME 
and one 

YOU

HE'LL Come 
BACk IAJ 

Three cays.JUST 
LIKE 
YouR 
I DEAL. AS A DEATH

God, 1 feel 
CHEATED.

jjbSTSHUT UP Ano Eat!^-Should SE Home 
with /nV WIFE 

AND MY PPG.

*
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Live close.
Go Far.
Fprriq iq nrmirl tn nartnpr with NnrthwpqtprFerris is proud to partner with Northwestern 
Michigan College. We are committed to 
offering you bachelor's degrees locally and 
affordably. Our classes are conveniently 
offered on-campus, evenings and online 
to fit your schedule. You can earn a degree 
from Ferris close to home and get financial 

aid through one source, 
saving you time 
and trouble.

In addition to the 
programs right here at 
NMC, we have fully 
online degrees and 
certificate programs. 
To learn more, visit 
ferris.edu/online.

NMC
University

Center

0

Make an 
appointment 

with an academic 
advisor by calling 

our office at

(231) 995-1734
or visiting 

our website.

r
Ferris State 
University

Traverse City
(231)995-1734 

or (866) 857-1954 
www.ferris.edu/traversecity 

FerrisNorth@ferris.edu
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Paul Walker:
An appreciation

Gary Thompson
Philadelphia Daily News

Among the shocking details of Paul 
Walker's death this past weekend was his age- 
-he’d turned 40 only a few months before 
the car accident that claimed his life. In his 
most recent “Fast & Furious” installment, 
Walker still looked like the blue-eyed twenty
something California surfer he was when he 
broke through in the film business years ago. 
His stature as the impossibly good-looking

among younger moviegoers who saw 
themselves reflected in the movie’s themes 
and crew. (The franchise would be helmed, 
along the way, by John Singleton and Justin 
Lin.) The movies were also among the first to 
recognize and embrace the industry’s move 
to go global, adding foreign locations and 
international cast members to appeal to the 
worldwide audience. The franchise has made 
billions worldwide, and shows no signs of 
flagging—’’Fast & Furious 6” was among the 
series’ most popular. Walker was in the midst 
of filming “Fast & Furious 7.” (He stars in

* WESO 1 ■ M-'-

Fans gather around a makeship memorial for the late actor Paul Walker, 
December 2, 2013, at the site where Walker was killed in a car crash in Santa 
Clarita, California

SoCal blond defined him in those early days- 
-a stint on a soap opera, a role in the utopian 
1950s send-up “Pleasantville” as the handsome 
jock who never misses a jump shot.

Director Gary Ross cast him to represent 
a kind of almost-comical perfection, the sort 
of iconography that would follow Walker 
throughout his career, one that found him 
dodging “himbo” stereotypes and shrewdly 
playing on his own image. Exhibit A: His 
role in the “Fast & Furious” franchise, which 
commenced in 2001—appropriate for its status 
as one of the first movie series to capture 
(and construct itself around) the changing 
demographics of a younger moviegoing 
audience, the so-called millennial. Walker is 
the movie’s nominal central-casting star, playing 
an undercover cop who infiltrates a gang of 
street racers, but he melts into a multiethnic 
ensemble that included Vin Diesel, Michelle 
Rodriguez and Rick Yune, as the movie inverts 
classic hunk-hero formula. The original was 
co-scripted by David Ayer (“Training Day”), 
the L.A. native who’s specialized in exploring 
his city’s new demographic landscape.

“F&F” found an enthusiastic audience

“Hours,” due out later this month, and had 
completed “Brick Mansions, due out in 2014.)

The movies never asked Walker to do much 
as an actor, but when called upon, he could 
stretch a bit. He was good as the straight-laced 
older brother to mischief-prone Steve Zahn 
in the enjoyable John Dahl noir “Joy Ride,” 
and solid as stalwart leader of an animal- 
rescue team in “Eight Below.” He was at his 
best in a small but crucial role as World War II 
hero Hank Hansen in “Flags of our Fathers.” 
The movie was special to Walker, and I had a 
chance to chat with him about it several years 
ago, when he stopped in Philadelphia on a 
promotional tour.

Walker talked proudly about being from 
a military family (his grandfather was a Pearl 
Harbor survivor), and was thrilled to be 
working for director Clint Eastwood. Walker’s 
Hansen was a Marine who fought his way 
through brutal Japanese resistance to plant 
that famous flag atop Iwo Jima. He spoke 
movingly and sincerely about the chance to 
honor servicemen in his own family, and all of 
those who sacrifice to protect the country. He 
leaves behind a daughter.
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Nicole Wildman
Press Editor in Chief

You may not have seen it, hiding behind all those 
food trucks in the old Jack’s Party Store parking 
lot this summer, but it’s there. Named for all those 
fragrant food vendors, The Little Fleet opened this 
past July.

“We had one week under our belt, and then 
Cherry Fest started,” Allison Jonas, who co-owns the 
bar with her husband Gary, laughed. “It was a lot of 
learning in the first couple weeks.”

The Jonases aren’t new to this; they also own a 
restaurant and bar in Brooklyn, New York, where 
they lived for ten years. But after their two daughters, 
ages 19 months and three (almost four!) years old 
were born, they decided to move to Traverse City.

“[It] seemed like the perfect spot,” Allison said, 
sitting in what used to be Jack’s.

But you’d never recognize the space. The interior 
has been totally renovated, with an open floor plan 
and a long, elegant bar opposite the front doors. The 
upper walls are a dusty blue, the lower walls adorned 
with natural lumber, for a cozy yet modern look. 
Rich red Persian rugs lend warmth to the cement 
floor, while handmade tables, crafted by Traverse City 
resident Matt Voight of Milled Co., add to the simple 
charm of the room. Big glass garage-style doors on 
the front open up onto the patio, joining the spaces 
together.

Food trucks are an important part of The Little 
Fleet’s business plan. The lot, which can accommodate 
up to eight trucks at a time, is reserved for vendors for 
most of the year, although the Jonases plan to open 
the lot for customer parking now that the food trucks 
have gone into hibernation for the winter.

Operators have a choice—they can sign a 
1-year lease and have access to all of The Little 
Fleet’s amenities, like a walk-in cooler, water, trash, 
electricity. Or, food truck owners can pay a daily rate 
to use the lot. This past summer, the lot was home 
to several trucks, including Anchor Station, Pigs 
Eatin’ Ribs, Roaming Harvest and the Jonases own 
food truck, EZ Cheesy, which offers gourmet grilled- 
cheese sandwiches. They’re choosy about who they let 
into the lot, looking for vendors who are interesting 
and inventive, and who sell high-quality food.

Allison says that new, more lax city regulations 
have made it a bit easier for food trucks to operate.

“We found a lot more coming out of the 
woodwork,” she says. “We’re really excited to see 
what’s going to happen this spring, because we’re 
already starting to get a lot of inquiries about the lots, 
and I think we’ll really be in a position where we can 
really pick and choose the best of what’s out there.”

With the exception of a cheese plate, The Little 
Fleet doesn’t make its own food, but you can bring 
food in from outside (there are plenty of restaurants 
within walking distance). They also host dinners and 
other events that are catered by others, like Roaming 
Harvest and The Cook’s House.

“Really the goal of this space is to be something 
for everybody ... we just want to be welcoming to 
everybody,” Allison commented, referring to the 
establishment’s family-friendly atmosphere.

Much like Left Foot Charlie’s, The Little Fleet 
welcomes families and children; despite their definite

bar status (and they do have a full bar), they strive 
to create an atmosphere where everyone can feel 
comfortable.

They even have a music class just for kids (the 
target age is five and under), every Monday morning 
at 10:30 a.m. The class, taught by Mary Sue of Young 
at Heart Music, runs on a drop-in basis, and is just 
five dollars per session. Allison says she loves seeing 
the space filled with children and their parents having 
a great time together.

While The Little Fleet has a focus on keeping 
things local, they offer a wide variety of beers, wines 
and liquors, from local microbrews to imports and 
unusual brews, to the familiar (lower cost) items. 
They have 12 draft lines, and they always keep a hard 
cider on tap. They also make custom cocktails, which 
change with the seasons. This winter they’ll feature 
“The Yuki,” which consists of blooming jasmine tea, 
gin and lemon. This past summer, “The Pyramid 
Point” made its appearance, a combination of Tito’s 
handmade vodka, elderflower, gingerbeer and lime.

Allison said they’re feeling pretty successful at this 
point.

“We’re super excited about the way Traverse City 
has received us,” she said. “We’re just excited to be 
part of the community ... this is where we want to 
live forever. We just want to keep ourselves new and 
exciting, always offering something new to people.”

Upcoming Events:
December 14, 12 p.m.-4 p.m. 
Holiday Market
The Market will feature 14 vendors 
selling local, vintage, or handmade 
goods. The Little Fleet will serve sev
eral different types of mulled wine. 
Here's a list of some of the vendors 
who will be there:

Milled Co.
Blackbird Arts 
Terrarium Bar 
Arthur's Plaid Pants 
Jaffe's Vintage 
Tack & Jibe 
Arsenal Goods 
Left and Right For All

December 29, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Brunch with Roaming Harvest, with 
live music by Moxie Strings and a 
white elephant gift exchange.

Photo courtesy of The Little Fleet
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