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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may.

BIJOU
The project of renovating the old 
waterfront Con Foster Museum,
which was abandoned and costing tax 
payers' money, included laying a new 
concrete floor, removing asbestos 
and graffiti, and rewiring electrical 
to escape the death of The theater 
is equipped with high definition 
projection and sound systems, new 
restrooms, and one hundred and fifty 

seats.

Beyond the uniform

BULLYING
Children diagnosed with autism 
are more likely to be bullied, and
Anthony was no exception. Anthony 
recalls episodes where his so called 
"friends" would take advantage of 
his nature to take things literally. At 
only eleven years old, Anthony was 
already six feet tall, and says that he 
was often bullied for his height. One 
classmate was calling him the "Jolly 

Green Giant."

Jamie Horten
Kingsley native Jamie Horten 

served in the U.S. Army for 12 years. 
He was deployed four times, once to 
Iraq and three times to Afghanistan, 
but on those deployments he traveled 
all over, to places like Kuwait and 
Turkey. He filled various roles during 
his service, working in infantry and 
field artillery, and also as an instructor 
for the Afghan National Army, training 
them to take over the work that the 
U.S. Army has been doing there.

Horten joined the Army to support 
his family.

“I had been recently married,” he 
said, “and I had a daughter. I 
wanted to provide her with a 
decent life.”

Honorably discharged last
December, Horten says he likes 
civilian life.

“I’ve never really experienced 
it because I went in [to the Army] 
at a pretty early age,” Horten said. 
“In all honesty when I joined the 

See Horten on page 3

military I was very immature ... it 
allowed me the opportunity to figure 
out where I want to go in life, and it 
was a great opportunity. At some point 
you have to make a choice, and figure 
out, do I want to keep doing this, or 
do I want to experience more? I got 
to the point where I decided I 
want to experience more.”

For Horten, experiencing 
more meant coming back 
home. Though he has not 
actually started classes at NMC 
yet, Horten is all enrolled—a 
notoriously difficult process 
when using the G.I. Bill to
go to school—and will begin 
attending in January. Because of 
his frequent deployments in the 
past, he has not had much chance 
to get any college behind him, but 
did manage to get about 18 
credits through an online 
tech school. Now, 
he’s pre-med.

Nicole Wildman
Press Editor in Chief
Press Photos/Nicole Wildman

VET'S WALK
The NMC community gathered to 
honor the many men and women
on campus who have served in the 
armed forces. The Traverse City 
Central High School Marching Band 
and Drum Line, along with the U.S. 
Coast Guard Color Guard, led a 
group of vets from West Hall to the 
flag pole between the Tannis and 
Osterlin Library Buildings, despite 
blasting winds, freezing cold, and 
slick, snow-covered muddy terrain.

pg8&9

EARTH TRILOGY
The ambiance is perfect in that it 
is unsettling and at times creepy,
which adds to the immersion. The 
music changes depending on the in
game time of the battle to change 

the atmosphere of the fight.

Michael Reese Lucas Clark
Originally from Flint, Michael Reeses family moved to 

Traverse City when he was three years old. He joined the 
Marine Corps in Oct. 2009, working as a 0612-tactical 

switchboard operator. It was a communications 
position—he had to program a switchboard so that 
it would be portable and could be used to bring up 

phones and internet wherever the unit set up 
operations. While deployed to Afghanistan, 

Reese was also a radio operator and was in 
charge of the entire communications 

structure for the area. He was 
honorably discharged as an E4 

corporal, non-commissioned 
officer.

“There’s days that I 
definitely do miss it. I 
miss waking up, putting 
on my uniform; I miss

having my rank on my collar.
It’s just a sense of responsibility 

that you can’t really put money 
on. I miss the trust that my higher-ups 

would put on me, that they’d give me tasks 
and I’d get them done in a timely fashion.” 

See Reese on page 3

Hailing from Rapid City, Lucas 
Clark served in the U.S. Army for 

three years and 
four months
before being
honorably
discharged.
He was a

19 Delta

Cavalry Scout, ranking as an E4 
specialist. He spent 12 months in 
Afghanistan, securing a route for 
the military to transport supplies. 
His unit also spent time training 
the Afghani National Army, with 
help from Latvian Special Forces.

“We were in a pretty shady area; 
it was the main trade route that 
the Taliban used to bring all the 
stuff from China and Pakistan,” 
Clark explained. “Convoys would 
come through and we’d have to sit 
in the road for three, four days at a 
time, so insurgents couldn’t place 
I.E.D.s.”

Clark says he was immersed in 
quite a bit of violence. The Taliban 
had never bothered the locals 
before, but once his unit arrived, 

the Taliban started harassing 
the town’s citizens. As a 
result, they began bothering 
U.S. troops, giving them two

factions to fight against. 
See Clark 

on page 3
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Take a survey, win an iPad
Universal Wi-Fi conning in spring

The students spoke, and NMC listened. This 
spring, universal Wi-Fi is coming to all campuses, 
all buildings, and all rooms.

But NMC technology officials want even more 
feedback from students on their technology needs 
and preferences.

To get it, they’ve added more prizes—an iPad 
and an iPad Mini—to a drawing for those who 
have completed the Technology Use Survey, first 
sent to NMC student email addresses on Oct. 28 
(check your gmail inbox!).

The survey is also available at this link: nmc. 
edu/tech-survey. NMC ID and password are 
needed to complete the survey.

December 1 is the deadline to complete the 
survey.

From one veteran 
to another
Area veteran and NMC Auto. Tech, department 
surprise student veteran with car

Wrongs righted
Mislabeled, miswritten, or misinformed

In our last issue we stated that mayoral candidate 
Richard Buckhalter felt that Michael Estes should 
resign if was re-elected as mayor. Mr. Buckhalter 
wishes to clarify that he felt Estes should resign if 
convicted.

Nicole Wildman
Press Editor in Chief

NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

WHITE PINE PRESS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Nicole Wildman

A & E EDITOR Mathieu St. Charles
COPY EDITOR Emaly Panek

STAFF WRITERS Edris Fana
Nathaniel Kirkland 
Georg Schluender 
Caelum Gay
Rowan Estenik

STAFF ILLUSTRATOR Nathan Bailey
STAFF CARTOONIST Emily Osantowski

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER Steve Gastom
PRODUCTION MANAGER Rob Reed

DESIGNERS Cassandra Chase 
Kat Trumbull

WEB EDITOR Josh Mason
DESIGN ADVISER Kathy Schwartz

FACULTY ADVISER Michael Anderson

Chris VanRyswyk, Marine Corps 
veteran and married father of three, has 
been without a car for the last six months 
or so. But that changed today, when the 
NMC Automotive Department surprised 
him with a 1992 Oldsmobile Delta 98.

“I was pretty happy,” VanRyswyk said. 
“They completely surprised me.”

The car was donated by another 
veteran, Mark Benjamin, who served in 
Vietnam. Then the students at the Auto. 
Tech, department gave it a full inspection 
and a tune-up. Appearance Unlimited 
Complete Car Care provided detailing. 
Ed Bailey, Director of NMC’s Outreach 
Services, helped to identify VanRyswyk as 
a potential recipient for the car.

The car was in great shape to begin 
with, having spent most of its life in the 
south, where the roads are unsalted, and 
being used as a secondary vehicle.

VanRyswyk served for four years in 
active duty, and is finishing his fourth year

as an inactive reservist. While active, he 
was a Combat Engineer, completing two 
tours of duty in Iraq and also working 
in the Philippines and Southeast Asia. 
Now he’s an NMC student, majoring in 
engineering and marine technologies. 
He plans to finish his Associate’s degree 
and work in the offshore oil industry, 
probably operating remotely controlled 
submersibles.

This isn’t the first time the Auto. Tech, 
department has given away a car; last 
year they donated a car to another NMC 
student, surprising her in front of the 
Auto. Tech, staff and students and several 
members of the media. Wayne Moody, 
director of Automotive Technologies, says 
that after that, he got call after call from 
people wanting to donate cars. The team 
is currently spiffing up two more cars to 
be given away to needful and deserving 
recipients.

“I don’t know how to thank people 
enough,” said VanRyswyk, whose 
family has been dependant on public 
transportation since their last car broke 
down.

White Pine Press NEWSROOM 231.995.1173
welcomes comments, DISTRIBUTION 231 995.1322
suggestions, ideas for ADVERTISING 231.995.1996

news stories and FAX 231.995.2110
calendar items. EMAIL whitepinepress@gmail.<
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Bijou by the Bay

I Caelum Gay
| Press Staff Writer

Bijou by the Bay’s opening night 
will be on Friday, November 22. The 
theater is located by Clinch Park on 
West Grandview Parkway. The venue 
is currently undergoing a soft opening 
where movies are only shown on the 
weekend at select times, similar to a 
restaurant having a trial opening. The 
current theater is the product of a lot 
of renovation.

Investors Richard and Diana 
Milock made an initial donation 
of two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, and are now offering to match 
a donation of up to one hundred 
thousand dollars. The project of 
renovating the old waterfront Con 
Foster Museum, which was abandoned 
and costing tax payers’ money, 
included laying a new concrete floor, 
removing asbestos and graffiti, and 
rewiring the electrical. The theater 
is equipped with high definition 
projection and sound systems, new 
restrooms, and one hundred and fifty 
seats. The aisles are illuminated, and 
seats will be sporting commemorative 
plaques for people who have donated 
one thousand dollars to the project. 
The current sign is only temporary, and 
the marquee sign will be completed by 
opening day.

Unlike the State Theater, the 
Bijou has no deed restrictions. The 
State Theater can only run movies 
playing on fewer than two hundred 
screens across the country. This 
means that the Bijou will be able to 
play new releases, like the newest 
“Hunger Games” movie. According 
to Deb Lake, executive director of the 
Traverse City Film Festival (TCFF), 
this doesn’t mean that the prices

Clark
Clark’s unit had outposts at the top 

and bottom of a mountain, and the 
only way to get up and down was to 
run.

“It was almost less stressful than 
being back here. We had a job to do 
and we did it,” Clark said. “You didn’t 
have to worry about anything, because 
you knew the guy to your left and 
right knew his job... after the first 
two, three months, things just stopped 
phasing us, because we knew that if 
we got shot at, yeah you need to pay 
attention to it but you won’t need to 
worry, because if you get shot at from 
behind you, you know that there’s 
somebody already facing that way, so 
you don’t have to turn around to take 
care of it.”

Clark’s platoon was relatively small,

will be similar to those at Carmike 
and Horizon Cinemas. The Bijou is 
operated by the TCFF, and the prices 
of movies and concessions will be the 
same as they are at the State Theater. 
However, don’t expect the small venue 
to be showing nothing but Hollywood 
Blockbusters. The TCFF is aware of 
the venue’s size, and intends to make 
use of this small size to play more 
documentaries, classics, and foreign 
films. It will also be ran by volunteers. 
Lake said that the Bijou is essentially 
a second screen to the State Theater.

“Friday Night Flicks” and other 
screenings that are run as late night 
promotions will not be offered at 
the Bijou. The city has restricted the 
theater to only operate during park 
hours, so the theater cannot be open 
past eleven o’clock at night. Having 
a second theater means that the State 
Theater has the option to move movie 
screenings that they are contractually 
obligated to play for five to six weeks, 
to the Bijou. This will result in more 
movies being cycled through the State 
Theater.

Michael Moore has been the leader 
in renovating the Con Foster Museum 
into Bijou by the Bay. In a letter to 
the public about the Bijou, Moore 
explains his reasons for renovating 
the building, “I know, call me crazy, 
or call me ‘from Flint,’ but — when 
I see blight, or abandoned buildings, 
or plywood on the windows of former 
downtown stores, or a big hole in 
the ground, or closed-down movie 
palaces, I start to think that together 
we can help turn things around.” 
The Bijou was restored at no cost to 
the city, and has been gifted to the 
city at no expense to the taxpayers. 
Traverse City’s newest cinema will 
still be maintained and operated by 
the TCFF.

with only 24 members.
“We were so tight as a group.”
He says it’s interesting to be back 

here.
“I never did really good in school, 

which is part of the reason I wanted 
to join the army—I wanted to grow 
up."

Clark was involved in sports in 
high school and never drank or did 
drugs. He says that changed once 
he entered the Army, where everyone 
drank regularly.

“It [the army] changed me and 
it brought me into a situation I 
wasn’t used to. Having to adjust 
from living at home with mom to 
being completely engulfed in it ... 
but it wasn’t bad for me. It could 
have been, but the people around

Horten
“I want to be a doctor,” said 

Horton, who hopes to attend 
medical school at Michigan 
State University once he has his 
Bachelor’s degree.

Now that he’s a civilian, 
Horten finds that he’s living in 
a much different world than the 
one from his Army life.

“There’s a great deal of 
camaraderie,” he explained, 
reflecting on his time in the 
Army. “You learn everything 
you can about each other so that 
when you’re in that place where 
you need to make life-changing 
decisions, you can trust the 
person next to you.”

Reese
Reese says you have to have a 

thick skin to join the Marines.
“They will literally break you 

down till you’re nothing, then they 
build you back up and you’re a 
different person.”

There are other down sides 
too—he didn’t like never seeing 
his family, never coming home. 
He missed weddings and births; he 
missed the death of his grandfather, 
who served in WWII. And,

“Forget about relationships,” he 
says, “just doesn’t work.”

But if he had to go back and do 
it again, he would.

“I joined because I wanted 
to deploy, I wanted to give back. 
It’s a sense of honor, it’s pride 
that money cannot buy ... and 
the marines look the best in their 
service uniforms.”

Reese shared a story about one 
of his combat experiences on his 
last deployment. It was about 10 
p.m.—he was patching up a fiber 
cable on base.

“I was with a civilian contactor. 
Anywhere you go you always have 
your weapon on you. I had my 
m-16.”

They were just finishing the job 
when they heard what sounded 
like an incoming RPG (rocket 
propelled grenade). They stopped 
and looked at each other, then 
suddenly saw that the top of one 
of the nearby airplane hangers was 
on fire. As Reese radioed back to

me took training seriously, we 
had to take it seriously.”

The intense training he went 
through really prepared him for 
combat, but it was still scary.

“It’s pretty impossible not to 
be scared when you’re getting 
shot at ... I was more scared 
watching my friends get shot at 
and not being able to be there

He has had to readjust to a 
less-rigorous environment, which 
feels odd after 12 years of military 
service.

“Everything is not guided 
by regulations ... when you ask 
someone to do a certain job it 
doesn’t necessarily get done the 
way you wanted it.”

Horten says that certain 
situations, like being in large 
groups, are difficult sometimes.

“To have my back to someone 
and not know who that is or 
what’s going on back there.”

Overall though, he’s very 
happy to be here. Horten feels 
that NMC is very supportive of

his unit about the incident, six or 
seven men came running across 
the airstrip, in U.S. Army uniforms 
but bearded. Reese wasn’t sure who 
they were, but he heard gunfire, so 
he went to check it out. He gave 
the contactor a 9mm, telling him 
to shoot if he saw anyone not in 
uniform. Then another RPG came 
in, hit a plane.

As the plane burned, Reese 
tried to call someone on his radio 
but got no response. Then he ran 
across some Marines huddled 
behind a high stone barrier. They 
knew that were under attack, but 
didn’t know who was attacking.

Finally, helicopters took out the 
attackers, who were insurgents. The 
next morning, Reese volunteered 
for search and rescue. The team 
found that the insurgents had been 
wearing other clothes under their 
U.S. Army uniforms, and that they 
had flipped the U.S. flag sleeve 
patches upside-down. There were 
seven or eight of them, all wired 
with explosives. The team figured 
they had planned to go into chow 
halls and hospitals and blow up as 
many people as they could. They 
were clearly prepared to be there 
for a while; they had food, cell 
phones, and other supplies. They 
did a lot of damage; they had hit 
4 hangers, the fuel supply and 
fuel lines. As it happened, Great 
Britain’s Prince Harry was there 
when the attack occured—he had

and help them than I was when 
I got shot at.”

Clark is in his second year, 
third semester at NMC. He’s 
majoring in wildlife management 
and plans to transfer either to 
LSSU or Grand Valley. You 
might see him around campus 
with his therapy dog, Bailey, who 
he’s training to be a service dog.

veterans.
“There’s a special place for us. 

We’re not just accepted, we’re 
welcomed,” he said warmly.

“It’s phenomenal—Scott
[Herzberg] has been there every 
step of the way to make it possible 
for me to go to school. There’s a 
whole staff of people,” he said, 
speaking of Outreach Services. 
“The people there, more than 
anything, are really very helpful. 
They want to help you succeed.”

Horten is looking forward to 
starting classes in January.

“It’s been an amazing 
experience already, and I’m just 
getting started.”

gotten in trouble in Las Vegas 
and was sent to Afghanistan as 
punishment.

Fox news was there reporting 
on it, two hours after initial attack, 
and Reese says they got everything 
wrong.

“It was all false.”
Reese says some of the larger 

camps in Afghanistan are very 
commercialized, featuring fast 
food restaurants like McDonalds 
and Pizza Hut, coffee shops and a 
big P.X.

“It feels like Disneyland, like 
sitting in a big giant sandbox,” 
Reese commented. Except it can 
get up to 120 degrees during the 
day in the summer, staying at 99 
at night.

This is Reese’s first semester 
at NMC. He’s here for general 
studies; he wanted to knock out 
gen ed here before transferring to 
a university.

“It’s hard,” Reese admitted. “I 
didn’t like it at the beginning.”

He likes to sit closest to the 
exit. When he was getting ready 
to come back, his anxiety went 
through the roof, he said. He’s 
been diagnosed with 40 percent 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
20 percent hearing loss. It makes 
testing stressful, but he’s been open 
with his teachers about his history.

“Scott Herzberg [of Outreach 
Services] has been a total miracle, 
it’s just been a blessing.”

Several of Clark’s relatives have 
also served in the armed forces— 
his grandfathers, uncles, his dad 
and best friend’s dad, even his 
older sister.

“It was just something I’d 
always wanted to do. I think 
everybody should do some sort 
of service for their country. It’ll 
help you grow up a lot.”
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Anthony lanni fights to end bullying
Former Spartan to visit all middle schools in Michigan

Caelum Gay
Press Staff Writer

There are well over twenty boxes of pizza 
stacked at the back of the auditorium. Only 
a handful of people are scattered across the 
seats, and even fewer have decided to eat any 
of the pizza. The organizer looks concerned 
by the poor turnout, but she doesn’t let it 
bother her. The towering man in the center 
of the auditorium sits quietly, flicking his 
smartphone’s screen with his
You can see his massive Big 
Ten championship ring from 
the back row. After a few 
more minutes of silence the 
organizer concedes and lets 
the event begin.

The audience knows that 
the 24-year-old man in the 
center is Anthony lanni.
They know that he was 
diagnosed with pervasive 
developmental disorder on 
the autism spectrum. They 
know he played basketball for 
Michigan State University.
However, to an unknowing 
person, the only thing 
noticeable about Anthony is 
his immense height and his 
flashy ring. Anthony stands 
up and introduces himself, 
his soft voice emphasizes his 
calm collected demeanor, and 
begins to tell his story.

Anthony works for the 
Autism Alliance for Michigan, 
delivering speeches all over 
the country, from Oregon to 
North Carolina. His goal is to 
speak to every middle school 
in the state of Michigan by 
the end of this school year.

When Anthony was 
diagnosed at the age of four, 
the doctors told his parents 
that Anthony would barely 
pass high school (if at all), 
and that Anthony would 
never set foot on a college 
campus. The doctors also said 
that Anthony would never 
be a part of athletics, and that after high 
school Anthony would most likely live in an 
assisted living home for the rest of his life. 
Anthony’s parents didn’t tell him what the 
doctors had predicted until he was in high 
school. Anthony said that he used what the 
doctors told his parents as inspiration from 
the moment he found out, and still uses it as 
motivation today.

Anthony has battled with his diagnosis all

his life. One day in school as a boy, Anthony 
said the teacher told the class that they were 
all on “cloud nine.” He recalls that at this 
point he put his head out the window and 
started looking for which cloud was “cloud 
nine” and wondered how the class would get 
there. As a member of the Michigan State 
basketball team, he said that he had a hard 
time figuring out what were jokes and what 
was serious. Draymond Green was apparently 
the jokester of the bunch, and loved to tease

would he name as the team’s most valuable 
player. He answered the question by saying 
Anthony was the clear choice.

As captain of the scout team, Anthony 
had a lot of extra work to do. He would show 
up an hour early to practice, and stay for 
another hour after practice to learn the plays 
of the team’s opponents. During his speech, 
Anthony makes a special emphasis on a quote 
used by his father, and attributes so much of 
his success to the power of this quote, which

index finger. everyone. However, whenever the team saw he holds closely. “The harder you work, the that their two

that Anthony had that “confused look” on 
his face, they would explain to him that they 
were kidding and what they were kidding 
about.

Anthony feels that his teammates at 
Michigan State are like brothers to him. 
Players like Brandon Dawson still come to 
Anthony looking for advice and for help. 
Anthony also knows that he has the respect 
of his teammates. During a radio interview, 
Draymond was asked who (besides himself)

more you earn.” Anthony has lived by this 
concept all his life. Aside from his impressive 
accomplishments on the court, Anthony 
faced many challenges in the classroom. 
He had to work harder than most students 
in order to pass classes. He had tutors and 
studied hard. He persevered through all of 
the adversity to graduate from Michigan 
State with a 2.8 grade point average and 
a bachelor’s degree in sociology. Of all the 
accomplishments Anthony has achieved, and

there are many, he claims to be most proud of 
his degree from Michigan State.

Children diagnosed with autism are more 
likely to be bullied, and Anthony was no 
exception. Anthony recalls episodes where 
his so called “friends” would take advantage 
of his nature to take things literally. At only 
eleven years old, Anthony was already six 
feet tall, and says that he was often bullied 
for his height. One classmate was calling him 
the “Jolly Green Giant.” It just so happened 

basketball teams would play 
that year, where lanni scored 
twenty points. After that the 
bully left him alone. Anthony 
tells students that they should 
not bully because they don’t 
know people’s talents, and 
who they will grow up to be. 
Students seem to receiving the 
message very well. Anthony 
has multiple stories about 
bullies coming up to him 
after the show, in tears, telling 
him they have decided never 
to bully again after seeing him 
speak.

Motivation, hard work, 
and support are Ianni’s three 
keys to success for anyone, 
including himself. Students 
need to be motivated to 
succeed, whether it be a chip 
on a shoulder like Anthony, 
or a different source of 
inspiration, it all works just 
as well. Hard work goes hand 
in hand with Ianni’s dad’s 
quote. He is living testament 
to its truth. Of the three 
keys, support might be the 
most important to Anthony. 
He explains how he built a 
wonderful support group 
throughout his life. If his 
mom and dad weren’t cutting 
it for him, he would go to his 
sister, who he is very close to. 
He always made an effort to 
make a relationship with his 
teachers and professors. His 
teammates were like brothers 

to him, and were always available to help. 
Having people who had his back enabled 
Anthony achieve as much as he has.

He has an ambitious goal to bring bullying 
to an end. His determination is admirable to 
say the least. It radiates from him while in 
his presence. He doesn’t care when people tell 
him it’s an impossible task; he has been told 
things are impossible all his life. The plan is 
to take it step by step, city by city, and by the 
end it will pay off in a big way.

•»
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Hey, liberals:
Fm for ENDA. Really

I CHRISTINE M. FLOWERS

| Philadelphia Daily News

Its been a rainbow-banner year for the LGBTQ community. 
Federal marriage benefits became a reality. The Boy Scouts instituted 
a “don’t ask or tell unless you really want to” policy. New Jersey and 
California banned sex-conversion therapy. Pennsylvania’s attorney 
general donned a star-spangled bustier, called herself “Wonder 
Lawyer” and zapped herself onto the state Supreme Court just in 
time to declare that our own version of DOMA was unconstitutional. 
And, right before making Barbara Buono look like a toreador in 
front of a raging bull, Chris Christie gave up the fight to preserve 
traditional marriage in his state.

Pretty impressive. At a personal level, I’ve learned to use the 
correct acronym for lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgendered and 
“questioning.” Given the fact that up until recently I used the word 
“homosexual” to describe the whole tribe, this is progress. The tribe 
would probably not see it that way. Given my criticism of the whole 
gay-marriage juggernaut, that’s understandable. But, although it’s 
true that I’m far to the right on the philosophical Kinsey Scale, 
it might surprise some that this conservative was happy to see a 
particular piece of legislation wend its way closer to ratification this 
week. And I’m not the only one.

ENDA, another of those trendy acronyms, stands for 
“Employment Non-Discrimination Act.” It’s a piece of legislation 
that’s been circulating the corridors of power for well over a decade, 
and the prospects for passage before the end of this year look more 
promising than they have in a long while. According to the Human 
Rights Campaign website,

“ENDA would provide basic protections against workplace 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity.”

The measure passed this week in the Senate, 64-32, thanks in 
part to some high-profile conservatives who have shown sympathy 
for the cause. The House is another story, although the prospects 
for ENDA there are a heck of a lot rosier than for some other 
controversial initiatives (hint ... Santa, all I want for Christmas is 
some immigration reform.)

The reason that conservatives are generally more receptive to 
ENDA than they are to same-sex marriage is because protecting 
someone from abusive behavior cuts to the heart of what it means 
to be human. Contrary to popular belief, at least one strand of a 
conservative’s double helix looks vaguely human. Ronald Reagan 
was one of the greatest political humanitarians of our time, caring 
more about the plight of the enslaved and embittered citizens in the 
communist grip than many of his predecessors (including the great 
Franklin Roosevelt.) And don’t get me started on Pope John Paul the 
Great.

I tend to look at ENDA in the same way that I look at our asylum 
law: a way to protect the unprotected. Allowing employers to target 
someone because of their inherent sexual characteristics is, simply, 
wrong. A lot of conservatives see that. Liberals think we don’t, and 
want to make sure that the rest of the country gets the same message. 
It helps them to paint us as mean-spirited bigots who hate the 
underdog on Election Day. We’re not.

There is a lot more to protecting the rights of the LGBTQ 
community than letting them walk down the aisle and throw a 
bouquet. ENDA addresses some significant problems suffered by 
sexual minorities, and it deserves passage as long as we can protect 
the rights of religious conscience. While the law currently exempts 
groups that fall under the protections of Title VII, anyone who 
thinks that’s enough just needs to look at the hell storm caused by 
the contraceptive mandate. Conservatives have a right to demand 
that a person’s faith be given exactly the same amount of respect as 
a person’s sexual orientation. After all, we have enough room in our 
hearts for everyone.

KiM

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should 
be less than 400 words, typewritten, 
and signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and length. 
Opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of The White Pine Press staff or 
any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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OPfPftTl/GGa POOAA
Let's talk religion...or not

I Emily Ostantowski
Press Illustrator
Religion is one of those things 

about which everyone has an 
opinion but it’s taboo to talk about 
it, at least when meeting someone 
for the first time. If you come out 
and say, “Hey, this is what I believe 
in and stand for,” the chances of 
offending is pretty much a promise. 
To some, it’s hard to share this 
information because certain beliefs 
are not widely accepted. But others 
wear their religion around their 
necks in the form of jewelry and try 
to pass out the word of their God— 
whether we would like to hear it or 
not.

I don’t get offended easily when 
someone speaks to me about their 
God and how they believe the 
universe was made or why we are 
here, but there are times where 
even my patience is short. On one 
memorable occasion, my friend and 
I were house hunting, enjoying an 
open conversation with a real estate 
agent. She was very professional 
until I happened to mention that 
my mother was in treatment for 
ovarian cancer. At that point, she 
shared her story about how she 
“prayed away” her cancer and was 
healed, given a second chance at 
life. She believed, she told us, that 
disease is just all in the head, and 
that with the grace of God—her 
God, not mine—that we can be 
healed. I was utterly disgusted; I’m

not accustomed to having another 
person taking something serious like 
my mother’s pain and trivializing it, 
claiming she can just “pray it away.” 
I am used to the typical response 
that goes something like “That’s 
terrible to hear, I hope she feels 
better.” Instead, this woman came 
off very pushy, and seemed to imply 
that my mother was wrong to seek 
medical treatment.

She then went on to tell us that 
God is the light and darkness is evil, 
and she compared conquering evil 
to something as easy as opening a 
door and letting light into a dark 
room. Normally I let this kind of 
stuff slide—everyone’s entitled to 
her own opinion, after all—and she 
is allowed her opinion, but being 
currently pissed off at her remarks 
that suggested a giant tumor on 
my mother’s ovary was just “in her 
head,” I stopped her. If she just had 
to have her say about her beliefs, 
then I had to have mine.

I told her that people wished the 
world worked that way: the darkness 
is bad and the light is good— 
everything is black and white. In 
reality, the world is full of grey of all 
shades. We need the light to define 
and the dark, and vice versa. Black 
and white... if only it were that 
simple, huh?

It’s very convenient to simplify 
every working in the universe to be

either good or evil—our minds can 
grasp that much more easily. But 
take a look at mythology (religions 
of the past). Most pagan religions 
believe in chaos and order, rather 
than good and evil. Chaos and order 
can both be positive or negative 
things; to stir the pot with a bit 
of chaos can be a “necessary evil.” 
For example, we, the people, must 
question our superiors and their 
leadership; just because they have 
the power to make the rules doesn’t 
necessarily make them right, and 
thus a necessary rebellion occurs. 
Order is restored through chaos 
and hardships, much like in times 
of war. This might be a little hard 
for some to grasp, but this way of 
thinking leads to people to be more 
forgiving, more open.

Religion can be harmful, for 
many have died in the name of 
God, but having faith is not. Faith 
and spirituality can be shared 
with others, but it should be more 
about a personal journey and your 
relationship to your God. And since 
we are all different people, we all 
need different faiths to guide us in 
this life—which means that none of 
us are ever truly wrong. It’s just there 
is a time and place for discussing 
religion and our beliefs, and it’s up 
to us to have good judgment and 
recognize when and where.

Wanna Vent?
Your rant could go here.

Best burger my butt
Did anyone else notice that Wendy’s won the People’s Choice award for “Best Burger” 

in Traverse City this year? I mean, really? How does that happen? Isn’t Traverse supposed 
to be a foodie town? I don’t necessarily enjoy all the burger joints we have here, but 
they’re all still far better than Wendy’s burgers.

But no, Wendy’s beat out Bubba’s, Slabtown, Firefly, J&S Hamburgers, Randy’s 
Diner, Don’s Drive-In, Zylo Cafe, Blue Tractor, Big Papa’s and all the other places I can’t 
think of. Some of these places specialize in making burgers, and all of them are far better 
than a “fresh” square patty. So what gives? It’s like slapping them all in the face and telling 
them, “You can’t beat overprocessed meat.”

Were there just too many great choices, and everyone’s votes were too spread out to 
counteract the fast food consumer vote? It’s absolutely pathetic. Traverse is a tourist town 
and we’re advertising that our best burger joint is available nationwide rather than one of 
our local establishments. We need to do better next year, and I hope we can show more 
support to our burger joints throughout the rest of the year than this.

-Von

Dear Russia, your Communism is showing
Mother Russia has a brand new ban on social media for the 2014 Sochi Olympic Games! 

No longer are spectators or journalists allowed to tweet updates of the events, Vine a video of 
a cool move on the ski slope, or Instagram a picture of #olympics. All smart phones and tab
lets are banned from the games and journalists who use them to report updates are instantly 
unaccredited for the information they shared and will be removed from the Russian Olympic 
premises.

What the heck, Russia? Keep up with the times, USSR. I feel like you’re a big brother na
tion who is still pouting about the USA’s kick butt hockey win decades ago. So now I can’t 
Instagram a photo of the hotdog I got at the concession stand and say “#hotdog #omgyum 
#olympics20l4 #goUSA” for fear that I may be arrested and tossed out of the stadium.

I’m excited to find out what exactly is going to happen this year. No one will care so much 
this year who will win, but rather what kind of protests will break out and what abominations 
Russia will come up with to make sure the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics feel more like 1914.

-Katie

The views expressed in this column do not represent the views of the White Pine Press.

Speak your mind in 250-400 words and let us have it. If it's eloquent, relevant, and thought-provoking, we'll print it. 
Send contributions to whitepinepress@gmail.org
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What's your favorite swear word substitute?
MORGAN YOUNG,

Business

I just use swear words.

RYAN TAYLOR,
Maritime Deck

"I'm a sailor—I have no 
filter."

MARILYN BERRY,
Elementary Education

"Son of a 
Lollapalooza!"

COLLEEN OLSON
Pre-Med

'What the hay?!'

CARLEY PIOTROWSKI
Nursing

"Mother hen!"

THOMAS PAOLACCI,
CIT Infrastructure

I don't have substitutes.

i i I*/

CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by Nicole Wildman & Rob Reed

Lets celebrate 
nontraditional students
Uuleyka Lantigua-Williams Like

The first week in November is 
National Nontraditional Student 
Week, which is celebrated to 
recognize millions of students who 
do not fit the standard college 
student mold. In fact, 75 percent 
of college students today are 
nontraditional, according to the 
National Center for Educational 
Statistics.

The official definition of 
“nontraditional” student starts with 
adults older than 25, and those 
returning to school while working, 
raising children or serving in the 
military. I’ve spent the last four 
years working with this unique 
population as an English professor at 
a community college. These students 
represent the economic and social 
realities of our country today. Many 
of them overcame great odds to be 
in college. Often, they’re the first to 
go to college in their entire family. 
And every day, they make sacrifices 
just to get to class—after dropping 
children off at school, or clocking 
out of a second shift or returning 
from weekend training at a military 
base. They bring such a high level of 
commitment to their education that 
they earn the respect and admiration 
of younger students whose biggest

challenge can sometimes be setting 
the alarm for class. They also come 
into the classroom with a deep 
reserve of experiences, knowledge 
and skills that enable them to put 
thought to action and find practical 
applications for what we’re learning 
in ways that surprise and enrich our 
community of learners.

Unlike the stereotypical college 
student, one at a private four-year 
college enjoying an intellectual 
vacation from the real world courtesy 
of mom and dad, nontraditional 
students are neck-deep under the 
folds of the real world. They get 
home to help with homework 
before sitting down to write papers 
and complete research assignments. 
They miss class when spouses and 
parents are sick, but drag themselves 
in even with fractured bones. They 
photocopy course materials from 
library reference copies because 
textbooks are expensive and utility 
bills can’t be paid with financial aid. 
Because they tend to have such full 
and complicated lives, 49 percent 
are enrolled part time, 38 percent 
work full time, and 27 percent 
have dependents. After college, 
they go into careers that constitute 
the backbone of our society—in

civil service, in education, in health 
care, in police work, in hospitality 
and personnel management. They 
emerge as eager entrepreneurs who 
set up small businesses in their 
very own neighborhoods, thereby 
multiplying the economic impact of 
their degrees. Today’s nontraditional 
students are breaking the cycle of 
poverty and opening the doors 
to opportunity for generations to 
come. They deserve our respect and 
gratitude.

ABOUT THE WRITER 
Juleyka Lantigua-Williams teaches 
writing at Naugatuck Valley 
Community College in Waterbury, 
Conn. She wrote this for Progressive 
Media Project, a source of liberal 
commentary on domestic and 
international issues; it is affiliated 
with The Progressive magazine. 
Readers may write to the author 
at: Progressive Media Project, 
409 East Main Street, Madison, 
Wis. 53703; email: pmproj@ 
progressive.org; Web site: www. 
progressive.org. For information on 
PMP’s funding, please visit http:// 
www.progressive.org/pmpabout. 
html#anchorsupport.
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VETERA
www.whitepinepress.org

The Traverse City Central High School Marching Band's drum line lead the 
procession from West Hall to the flag Dole.

NMC honors stii 
and staff who h

behalf of the
Nicole Wildman
Press Editor in Chief
Press Photos/Nicole Wildman

On November 11, Veterans Day, membei 
honor the many men and women on campi 
The Traverse City Central High School Mar 
the U.S. Coast Guard Color Guard, led a gi 
pole between the Tannis and Osterlin Libi 
freezing cold, and slick, snow-covered n 
and community members, including friem 
sidewalks, applauding as the troop parade

Flags line the sidewalk in front of West Hall in celebratMike Rutledge, a retired U.S. Army Master Sergeant and instructor of History 
and Humanities at NMC, and his dog Onyx enjoy the company of fellow veterans. 
Rutledge spent 22 years in active duty, fighting in Operation Desert Storm and tne Iraq 
War
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idents, faculty 
ave served on 
)ir country.

rs of the NMC community gathered to 
is who have served in the armed forces, 
ching Band and Drum Line, along with 
roup of vets from West Hall to the flag 
*ary Buildings, despite blasting winds, 
luddy terrain. Staff, students, faculty 
Is and family of the veterans, lined the 
d past.

Scott Herzberg, assistant director of Outreach Services, serves cake to Lieutenant Terry 
Aringe, Navy Reservistf in West Hall after the Veterans Walk.

ion of Veterans Day. The U.S. Coast Guard Color Guard fell in behind the marching band, helping to honor 
NMC's veterans on the walk across campus.
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Complete your bachelor's degree 
at Western Michigan University
Students at NMC who would like to complete a bachelor's degree can easily 
transfer to WMU-Traverse City. We offer several degree program options 
designed with you in mind. Face-to-face or online, we have you covered. And 
what's more, we are close to your home, making it extra convenient to forge 
ahead with your dreams!

□ Family Studies or Child and Family Development (BS)
■ Courses are offered almost entirely online
• Gain provisional status as a Certified Family Life Educator (CFLE) in the 

Family Studies major
• Meet the State of Michigan requirements for child care center directors in 
the Child Development major

□ Interdisciplinary Health Services (BS)
• Courses are offered online or in a hybrid format
• Prepares graduates for entry or mid-level positions in a variety of 
occupations within the field of health services

□ University Studies (BA I BS)
• Courses are offered entirely online, as well as in hybrid format, when 
courses are available

• Designed for those students who are interested in obtaining a bachelor's 
degree with concentration areas of choice

Visit wmich.edu/traversecity for more information or call (231) 995-1846 
to speak to a student service 
coordinator today. VAV
WMU-Traverse City Traverse City
2200 Dendrinos Drive #201
Traverse City, Ml 49684 WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

Reaching out
,c . ■ rEdris Fana
Press Staff Writer

NMC s International Club will reach out 
to the community by hosting a small dinner, 
“Global Flavors,” on Nov. 15 at Olsen’s 
Center. Only 30 tickets will be available, at 
a cost of 10 dollars for students and 15 for 
faculty and community members. Anyone 
can purchase from them Lindsey Dickinson, 
NMC International Club (NMCIC) advisor, 
or any of the NMCIC members. The club’s 
goal is to teach community members and 
domestic students life outside America. This 
will be the first time the NMCIC has hosted 
a dinner in the fall. It is a small dinner so 
people can have a chance to know about the 
international students at NMC. The students 
will talk about their life back home and there 
will be food from different countries cooked 
by the IC members.

There are international students 
representing 23 countries at NMC. These 
students are from all over the world, coming 
from South America, Asia, Central Asia, 
Africa, Europe, Middle East, Russia, and 
Latin America. At NMC, all the international 
students participate in the meetings held every 
week under one name: NMC International 
Club. In this club, international and domestic 
students come together to have a better 
understanding of each other’s cultures and 
to show that people from diverse places can 
work together.

Years ago NMCIC, with the help of 
NMC’s culinary students, began hosting 
the International Dinner every April at the 
Hagerty Center. The dinner originally served 
a total of 100 guests, consisting of students, 
faculty and the community members at the 
NMC campus. As the years went on, NMC 
welcomed more non-native students to its 
campus. Now since more students show 
interest in working in the NMCIC with

diverse groups, this dinner hosts 200 people, 
both students and community members, and 
features international cuisine, performances, 
and stories. The money raised goes towards 
scholarships for both the new international 
students coming to NMC and for the current 
members. Some of funds also help to pay 
for the NMCIC annual trip that takes the 
members of the club to another state to learn 
more about America and its history.

In addition to raising funds through the 
International Dinner, NMCIC members 
raise funds by pop can drive, dinners, and 
hot chocolate sales. The students also do 
community service by volunteering and 
helping out around NMC’s campus, going to 
nursing homes, Tart Trail clean up, and State 
Theater volunteering.

The NMCIC doesn’t do it alone. They 
also receive support from NMC’s Outreach 
Services Department. Specializing in military 
service, high school service, and international 
services, their mission is to “support the 
creation, development and facilitation 
of programs, activities, study abroad 
opportunities, intercultural exchanges and 
events which will prepare our learners with a 
foundation to create a broader understanding 
of the world in which we live.”

Outreach Services Director Jim Bensley, 
who has helped the NMCIC to make this 
dinner happen, spoke of the dinner’s purpose.

“[It’s] to let the student community 
create a sample of popular food from their 
home countries, thereby providing American 
students a chance to partake in a true 
international culinary experience.”

Bensley also added “At NMC we feel it’s 
important to highlight the unique diversity 
and aspects of the greater world in which we 
live in.”

MEMBERS 
OF THE

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS

CLUB ENJOY A 
GROUP DINNER

IN CHICAGO.
(clockwise, from 

left) Kishan Jakka, 
Azra Barcha, Edris 

Fana, Olga Narloski, 
Luba Narloski,

Aneesh Chegudi 
John, Abdulrahman 

Obad Yousef, Hiu Wai 
Leung.

Photo courtesy/NMCIC
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Guns & Ammo editor steps down after gun rights column stirs outrage
SOUMYA KARLAMANGLA k was a maKazinc column 
■ . i designed to generate aLos Angeles Times ,. “ . c ,----------2------------------------ discussion or gun rights.

“Way too many gun owners still seem to believe that 
any regulation of the right to keep and bear arms is an 
infringement,” the column said. “The fact is, all constitutional 
rights are regulated, always have been, all need to be.”

Titled “Let's Talk Limits,” the column was published 
in the December issue of “Guns & Ammo,” the well- 
known magazine based in Florida, and written by longtime 
contributing editor Dick Metcalf. And it enraged readers. 
Over the last few days, opposition to Metcalf’s stance reached 
a boiling point.

On Wednesday, the magazine’s editor, Jim Bequette, 
posted an online letter of apology that addressed “Guns & 
Ammo” readers and announced that both he and Metcalf 
would no longer be working at the magazine. Although he 
had been planning to step down Jan. 1, Bequette announced 
he would resign immediately, hastened by the outcry. In his 
apology, Bequette wrote that he had thought the column 
would “generate a healthy exchange of ideas on gun rights.”

“I miscalculated, pure and simple. I was wrong, and ask for 
your forgiveness.”

In the column, Metcalf makes the argument that there is a 
difference between infringing on rights, and regulating them. 
All constitutional rights, including those guaranteed by the 
2nd Amendment, are regulated to some degree, he wrote.

“Freedom of speech is regulated. You cannot falsely and 
deliberately shout, ‘Fire!’ in a crowded theater. Freedom 
of religion is regulated. A church cannot practice human 
sacrifice. Freedom of assembly is regulated. People who don’t 
like you can’t gather an ‘anti-you’ demonstration on your 
front lawn without your permission.”

Readers immediately went to the magazine’s Facebook 
page to vent their anger:

“Good bye to your mag Thanks to Metcalf and his article!”
“I will not be buying ‘Guns & Ammo’ anymore. Mr. 

Metcalf’s editorial could have been summed up as, ‘I am from 
an anti-gun state. I don’t know what freedom means.’ I will 
not support a gun magazine that publishes talking points 
from the Brady Campaign.”

“I’ve cancelled my subscription and I’m NEVER coming 
back, and I have been a reader since 1964 and a subscriber 
since 1970. It is unconscionable for a GUN magazine to 
publish this kind of dribble that Metcalf spread!”

Bequette yielded to that anger, writing in his apology,

“Dick Metcalf has had a long and distinguished career as 
a gun writer, but his association with ‘Guns & Ammo’ has 
officially ended.”

A response from Metcalf was posted on the website “The 
Outdoor Wire”:

“If a respected editor can be forced to resign and a 
controversial writer’s voice be shut down by a one-sided 
social-media and Internet outcry, virtually overnight, simply 
because they dared to open a discussion or ask questions 
about a politically sensitive issue . . . then I fear for the future 
of our industry, and for our Cause.”

“Do not 2nd Amendment adherents also believe in 
Freedom of Speech?”

Bequette, in his letter of apology, said that Metcalf’s views 
directly opposed the tradition of what the magazine supports, 
and clearly conflicted with the readers’ ideas also.

“Our commitment to the Second Amendment is 
unwavering. It has been so since the beginning. Historically, 
our tradition in supporting the Second Amendment has been 
unflinching. No strings attached.

“In publishing Metcalf’s column, I was untrue to that 
tradition, and for that I apologize. His views do not represent 
mine—nor, most important, Guns & Ammo’s either.

“I understand what you believe in when it comes to gun 
rights, and I believe the same thing,” he wrote.

Many expressed sharply differing reactions to Bequette’s 
letter on Twitter:

“You knew Guns & Ammo was going to back down to the 
gun nuts & fire Dick Metcalf, but kudos to him for speaking 
truth to the insane asylum.” —Hussain Rahim (@HuRa)

“Dick Metcalf needs to remember who his audience is 
when writing in Guns & Ammo.” —JP (@flyhooks)

Link to the Metcalf article: 
http://t.co/xBNX0CMV3K

CALENDAR Compiled by Rowan Estenik

12 Years a Slave (Nov. 14) 1 p.m., 5:45 p.m., 8:30 p.m. 
Playing at the State Theatre, 12 Years a Slave is based on 
the true story of an African American man named Solomon 
Northup’s fight for survival and freedom in the pre-Civil War 
United States. (231) 947-4800

Robert Dubac's The Male Intellect: An Oxymoron? (Nov. 
16-17) 8 p.m. $20. Robert Dubac racks his brain to answer 
the age old question, “What do women want?” at the City 
Opera House with his performance of “The Male Intellect: 
An Oxymoron?,” a combination of theater and stand-up 
comedy. (231) 941-8082 orwww.cityoperahouse.org

Love and Theft (Nov. 22) 7 p.m. $23. CMA Best Duo 
nominated group Love and Theft will be performing live 
at Ground Zero in the Streeters Center. (231) 932-1300 or 
www.groundzeroonline.com

Costaki Economopoulous (Nov. 23) 7 p.m. $18. Ground 
Zero will be hosting a comedy night, with special guest Gerrit 
Elzinga. Enjoy great food at Streeter’s Cafe, open at 4 p.m., 
and receive a free early entrance pass to the comedy show. 
(231) 932-1300 or info@groundzeroonline.com

The Catholic Pro-Life Apostolate: You Deserve to Know 
the Truth... about Contraception (Nov. 24) 2 p.m., 4 p.m. 
Sisters from the Children of Mary in Newark, Ohio come 
to the Gaylord Diocese of Michigan to teach the truth about 
chemical contraception. Nursery Service provided. (231) 
944-6937 respecdifegaylord@gmail.com

Turkey Trot (Nov. 28) 7 a.m. $35 or $40 day of/after Nov 
5. Traverse City’s sixth annual Turkey Trot 5k run/walk and 
5m flier will start at Thirlby Field this year and gradually 
wind through downtown Traverse City, with opportunity for 
prizes and handouts. (231) 932-5646 or events.bytepro.net/ 
TraverseCityTurkeyTrotforCharity2013

Santa's Arrival, Tree Lighting, & Holiday Open House (Dec. 
6) 5 p.m. Downtown Traverse City will be having a Christmas 
open house. The itinerary includes antique Fire Engine 
Rides, caroling, the arrival of Santa, late night shopping, 
the community tree lighting, ice sculptures, reindeer, horse 
and carriage rides, holiday cartoons at the State Theatre, fire 
dancing, juggling and more. (231) 922-2050 or colleen@ 
downtowntc.com

First Fridays in the Village (Dec. 6) 5 p.m. On the first Friday 
of each month from 5-8 p.m. (or later), The Village at Grand 
Traverse Commons will feature art, food and drink samples, 
shopping, dining and salon specials, live music, demos and 
more. (231) 941-1900

Aggressive Fight League 6 (Dec. 7) 7 p.m. $25 or $35 
cage-side. Ground Zero in the Streeters Center is hosting 
the Aggressive Fight League 6, as well as supporting Toys for 
Tots by encouraging the audience to bring a toy with them to 
donate. (231) 932-1300 or info@groundzeroonline.com

Farmland 5k European Style XC Challenge (Dec. 7) 10 a.m. 
$35 or $55 run and bike combo. Lew Rasho farmland will be

used for Traverse City’s European 5k, complete with dirt trails 
and multiple obstacles, and will be followed immediately by 
an 8 mile cross country bike ride, www.xcchallengetcruns. 
com

City Wide Ladies' Night (Dec. 12) Downtown Traverse City 
will be hosting a ladies night, an opportunity for the ladies 
to enjoy food, refreshments, and specials for your shopping 
needs as well. (231) 922-2050 or www.downtowntc.com

Tannenbaum Blitzen (Dec. 14) 6 p.m. Adults $10, Children 
5-12 $5. Join as Shanty Creek Resort celebrates the holiday 
season at Ivan’s Mountainside Grill with a community buffet, 
Christmas carols around the tree, a torchlight parade down 
the face of Schuss Mountain, and a visit from Santa. (800) 
678-4111

The Sardine Special (Dec. 20) $49. Shanty Creek Resort 
introduces their unique Sardine Special, during which skiing 
rates are a fixed amount per carload, regardless of the number 
of passengers. (800) 678-4111

Art Bomb (Jan. 4, 2014) $50. Hosted by the Right Brain 
Brewery, Grand Traverse Art Bomb is a collaborative art 
show for artists to display their work, sell it commission free 
throughout the show, as well as network with other artists and 
businesses around the area. Open during Right Brain Brewery’s 
operating hours, applications are available September 7 to 
December 14. (231) 944-1239 or gtartbomb@gmail.com
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The strength
of silence
Nathaniel Kirkland
Press Staff Writer

Typically when we think of a good leader we 
conjure up images of strong, bold, and outspoken 
men and women. We think of presidents fluidly 
speaking before entire nations, and generals 
bellowing commands to troops on the ground— 
the extravert ideal. Our cultural understanding 
of what it means to be a well-adjusted person 
comes with the assumption that you can be social, 
charismatic, and outgoing. What about all the 
many other great leaders, innovators, and artists 
who were none of those things? People such as 
Abraham Lincoln, Rosa Parks, Bill Gates, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Albert Einstein, and Mahatma Gandhi, 
unassuming and soft-spoken people who with 
quiet power and perseverance have become some 
of the most talked about figures in history.

In her book “Quiet: The Power of Introverts 
in a World That Can’t Stop Talking,” Susan Cain 
pays tribute to these hushed souls. Cain’s purpose 
in writing “Quiet” was not to teach introverts to 
become more extroverted, but instead to have 
introverts accept themselves for who they are. A 
large focus of the book is how introverts can utilize 
their thoughtful and patient nature to its fullest 
potential. “Quiet” provides detailed explanations 
interviews, and case studies with subjects ranging

from the evolutionary benefits of introversion to 
how introverted children develop, to how introvert 
characteristics can improve your career. This book 
investigates how sensitive people process their 
environment, from the biochemical perspective 
to an economical perspective; moreover, “Quiet” 
does this in an articulate and insightful manner. 
Perhaps the most impressive quality of “Quiet” is 
its ability to provide both a compelling narrative 
with vibrant vocabulary and in-depth scientific 
analysis. The effect was an educational book that 
was both informative and highly palatable—you 
don’t need to be a psychology major to grasp the 
messages here.

Though “Quiet” speaks largely to introverts, 
it can be a fascinating change of perspective for 
extraverts; after all, roughly one in three people are 
introverts. Even if you are not an introvert odds are 
you’ll be interacting with one, be they a colleague, 
a stranger, or a spouse. This book is for anyone 
interested in self-discovery and is a wonderful 
illustration of what people can learn from one 
another. Every extravert has a bit of introvert and 
vice versa. The more we understand about each 
other, the more we learn about ourselves, and this 
book is an excellent stepping stone.

The Power 
of Introverts in a 
World That Can’t

Stop Talking

SUSAN CAIN

Movie Goers Special includes:
■ 2 Entrees up to a
■ 2 Choices of Potato $50 value*
• 2 Soft Drinks
• 2 Movie Ticket Vouchers**

*Specialty dishes included for a nominal charge

Movie ticket vouchers good for full admission price 
at Grand Traverse Mall Cinemas and 

Horizon Cinemas

""onafyon $
Our Movie Goers Special 
lakes a Great Holiday Gift
A great gift for employees, staff, 
bosses, colleagues and friends!

(231) 935-4441
located across from the movie theater Inside Grand Traverse Mall

sodexo
Making every day a better day

Northwest Food CourtPizza Coupon
Offer Valid
Monday - Friday

6PM - 8PM 
November 14th - December 5th

Buy one large pizza with up to 
3 toppings and a 2 liter bottle of

wfe,$l! 29

Poke' Bank
1 Nathaniel Kirkland
| Press Staff Writer

Ever find yourself lamenting over an 
incomplete Pokedex? Is the crippling 
weight of your destiny to become 
a Pokemon master marred by your 
inability to have both a red and a blue 
Mega Charizard in your collection? Is 
your reputation for compulsory level 
grinding being met with derision by 
your peers? Well dry your totodile 
tears because Nintendo has your back. 
On Dec. 27, a new online feature for 
storing your Pokemon from versions 
X, Y, Black, White, Black 2, and White
2 will hit the data tropospheres. Store 
up to 3,000 of your Pokemon in this 
cloud based storage system. Will having 
so many Pokemon on hand be too 
overwhelming? Will it make you go mad 
with power? Look before you leap and 
use the 30-day free trail period. If you 
find that creature hoarding is the thing 
for you, then get the whole service for 
only $4.99 a year! Pokemon trainers can 
now be one step closer to catching em 
all.

Press lliustration/Nathan Bailey
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Earth 2150
I Mathieu St. Charles
| Press A&E Editor

The earth is slowly heating up. Escape 
is the only option. Humanity must band 
together to escape the death of Earth. 
Unfortunately humanity, with its mal 
intent, isn’t that cooperative. The countries 
of earth have been divided into factions. 
These three factions fight each other for 
resources to build their escape craft. In 
“Earth 2150,” the player leads one of these 
factions. This game is a Real-time Strategy 
(RTS) game, which means the player takes 
control of “Earth 2150” gives the player 
command of an army of units. The object: 
use tactics to subdue the enemy.

The game has three main factions, 
who each have their own tactical style. 
The first faction, the Eurasian Dynasty 
(E.D.), is very industrial. It relies on 
more familiar-looking military vehicles 
like tanks and helicopters, but develops 
lasers and electromagnetic pulse (E.M.P.) 
cannons as their faction’s special weapons. 
These subdue enemies in unique ways; for 
example, the laser does not damage 
the enemy, but it heats up the ammo 
storage thus causing it to explode.
The E.M.P. cannon disables enemy 
units and

buildings, which has a devastating effect 
on the robotic troops of the UCS, Another 
faction in the game that utilizes a robot 
army. They harvest their resources by 
transporting cargo between mines and 
refineries. This allows for the resource 
haulers to be on the go and less likely to be 
picked off. The downside is that if the mine 
is destroyed then the mining operation is put 
on hold.

The second faction is the United Civilized 
States (U.C.S.), which is comprised of North 
and South America. They use robotic troops, 
which are AI. Their special weapons are 
the plasma guns and grenade launchers. The 
plasma gun’s ammo regenerates after a while 
and does not need resupply. The grenades 
are very powerful and are available early in 

the game. The U.S.C.

collectors who go out into the field and mine 
then return to base. These harvesters can 
be upgraded to fly, giving them more range 
than the Eurasian Dynasty’s transporters.

The game’s third faction, the Lunar 
Corporation (L.C.), is the most unique of 
the three. Their base building and resource 
gathering methods are far different from 
those of the other two factions; they don’t 
rely on a builder unit to construct buildings; 
instead, they call them down from orbit. This 
has its strengths and weaknesses of course. For 
starters, while they can just call the buildings 
down and place them anywhere, but those 
buildings can be shot down before proper 
placement. They have unique military

Humanity must band together
to escape the death of Earth.

Unfortunately humanity, with its
mal intent, isn't that cooperative. “niB ” Tvel in' ~ them but they cant

cross over them. 
Rarely is it seen 

where the player can adjust the terrain like 
that in an RTS. Rarely does an RTS game 
give the player the ability to adjust terrain 
to that extent. When digging trenches, 
sometimes the builder unit can get stuck in 
them and has to be dug out.

“Earth 2150” features weather effects 
and a day/night cycle to add another layer 
of strategy to the gameplay. Night missions 
provide more visual cover, as long as the units 
have their lights off. This can make venturing 
out dangerous because of the possibility of 
ambush. The weather has very little combat 
use but when the player leaves his units alone 
for a while in a blizzard, snow will collect on 
top of them. This could be camouflage.

Unlike most RTS games, “Earth 2150” 
allows the player to design their own units. 
For example, they can choose whether they’d 
like to build a light and agile army or an 
army of heavy, hard-hitting war machines. 
Some units can fit more than one weapon 
so playing with the different combinations is 
key. These different unit configurations can 
be determined by the player’s strategy and 
balances out the factions.

“Earth 2150” is presented very well 
with its good graphics—at the time it was 
one of the few 3D RTS games—and great 
soundtrack. The ambiance is perfect in that 
it is unsettling and at times creepy, which 
adds to the immersion. The music changes 
depending on the in-game time of the battle 
to change the atmosphere of the fight. The 
effects, such as the plasma cannons and 
electric cannons, look polished. Remember 
that this game came out in 2000 and still 
holds up well today.

“Earth 2150” was released on Steam so it 
can be played on newer operating systems. 
The Steam version comes with “The Moon 
Project” and “Earth 2150: Lost Souls.”

because they use anti-gravity troops, which 
can hover just above the ground, and electric 
cannons. Electric cannons have no problem 
with ammo, giving them the edge in long 
skirmishes. And water doesn’t pose any 
problem for their anti-gravity troops, who 
simply glide across the surface of any water 
feature.
i, Most RTS games of this decade are 

overly-simplified versions of earlier 
games, or just plain simple. They offer

the opportunity to research technology, to 
build military units and elaborate bases, but 
they lack what “Earth 2150” has. The game 
itself is 13 years old so the graphics may 
be a little dated but are still clean and 3D. 
The in-game features are what set this game 
apart from most other games of the genre. 
For starters, when the player starts out he 
isn>t just put into a mission, he is shown his 
base of operations—essentially his home 

base, which is crucial to the story. Here the 
er can transport units to and from

the missions as well as resources. From 
here, the player can manage both his 

resources and his military units.
He can switch between viewing the 
home base or the mission, or both 
at the same time.

This changes how the player 
can strategize during the 
campaign. He can evacuate 
units back to base if the 
mission area becomes too 
dangerous, allowing him to 
use more strategy, instead of 
just replaying the mission. The 
campaign will play short videos 
when events happen; the player
gets a weather report when the 
weather changes, throughout the 

campaign or a news report when a 
new technology is researched. This

adds to the immersion because

instead of just seeing the changes, the player 
gets the news and it creates an urgency to 
collect the resources needed to escape Earth. 
Since research is carried over to the next 
missions, it is important to stay ahead of the 
game with technology.

The battles also features ground
breaking additions that are rarely seen in 
games of this decade. The builder units 
can do more than construct buildings 
and defenses, they can dig trenches, build 
bridges and gouge out tunnels. On that 
note, tunnels add a whole new level to the 
game. The player can dig a tunnel to connect 
various bases together, or dig into the enemy 
base for a sneak attack. This presents another 

front to be aware of.
The battlefield, 

tunnels and home 
base can all be 
viewed together with 
the screen divider. 
The trenches provide 
an impassable
barrier, which allows
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Be the change. Make an impact.
By Cynthia R. Kaan
Ferris Admissions Officer

Whether you get your local news from the TV, 
newspaper or online, you see what goes on in your 
community. Just one daily dose of news will conjure 
up emotions ranging through sadness, anger, joy and 
pride. There is a group of individuals who have the 
chance to positively impact these news stories - the 
men and women who dedicate their lives to a career in 
criminal justice.

If you are looking for a way to make a difference, 
to really matter, criminal justice may be the career 
for you. Ferris State University offers a program 
in partnership with Northwestern Michigan College 
that prepares students for successful careers in 
criminal justice. Ferris classes are taken right here on 
the NMC campus.

Chelsea Feeback, a Ferris 
student, has loved every minute 
of her Ferris experience. “The 
Ferris [off-campus] program 
is structured in a way that fits 
my lifestyle and has made it 
easy for me to complete so I 
can graduate in December. I 
interned at a county agency and, 
in turn, received a job at a local 
community correctional facility.
I know I will go places with the 
degree I earned at FSU.”

One of the great things 
about the criminal justice program being offered 
at NMC is the price break our students receive. As 
a student in the program, you will graduate with a 
bachelor's degree from Ferris State University; but

One of the great 
things about the 
criminal justice 
program being 
offered at NMC 

is the price break 
our students 

receive.

t Live close. Go Far.

because of the combination of community college 
and public university coursework, your degree will be 
an affordable reality. There are also scholarships and 
financial aid options available for students who 
apply and qualify.

The criminal justice program offered in 
Traverse City puts students on the criminal 
justice generalist track. This means students 
receive a well-rounded foundational degree 
that prepares them for a criminal justice 
career in the areas of federal, state and local 
corrections, as well as law enforcement 
agencies. When asked about the program, an 
adjunct faculty member and program advisor,
Mike McCaw, stressed the phenomenal

instructors and method of teaching the 
criminal justice program boasts.

“The criminal justice professors and 
instructors at Ferris bring to the classroom 
a very high level, practical and varied degree 
of training, education and experience. 
Ferris C, professors and instructors include 
a wide range of people who have worked 
for years as criminal justice professionals 
in corrections, courts and law enforcement 
agencies. The real and practical experience 
gained by these CJ professionals is critical in 
the education of Ferris CJ students.”

At Ferris, you have the option of 
completing the Criminal Justice Administration 
Masters program in Howell, Grand Rapids or Big 
Rapids after your bachelor’s is complete. Eric Speese, a 
Sergeant for the Allegan County Sheriff’s Office is doing

Criminal Justice, BS
The Criminal Justice program combines training and 

education to prepare men and women for a professional \ 
career in the criminal justice system in Michigan and 

throughout the country. Class work is designed to enhance 
experiential learning and give students a balance of practical 
and theoretical learning they can apply in work situations. 
Students will receive a general education in criminal justice 
with the flexibility of selecting courses to focus on specific 
technical skills. This generalist option prepares graduates 
to seek federal, state and/or local criminal justice agency 
employment or admission to law school or graduate school.

n addition to the program and
others here at Northwestern Michigan College, we have 

fully ONLINE DEGREES and certificate programs, 
as well as a host of online classes available. Find out 
more at; ferris.edu/online.

Are you ready 
to be the 

change? Are 
you ready to 
take a step 
toward your 

future?

just that. “After I receive my master’s degree, I plan on 
teaching part-time while I continue my career in law 
enforcement. I feel that the [Ferris] master’s degree 

will help me serve the citizens of 
Allegan County in a positive way 
and that the degree will help me 
with promotional opportunities in 
the future. The master’s program 
is set up to work well for people 
who have full-time careers. The 
professors are knowledgeable in 
all facets of the criminal justice 
field and are all willing to help 
their students.”
Are you ready to be the change? 

Are you ready to take a step toward your future? 
If you have your associate degree or at least 48 
transferable credits, apply now at ferris.edu/statewide. 
The application is online and free. If you aren’t quite 
there yet, meet with a Ferris criminal justice advisor, 
and together you will map out a plan that starts with 
classes at Northwestern Michigan College.

Throughout its 40 years of existence, the criminal 
justice program at Ferris has benefited all aspects and 
all levels of the criminal justice system by graduating 
outstanding students who serve their communities 
with distinction. McCaw insists, “Students should 
consider Ferris if they are committed to earning a 
degree which prepares them to be a highly trained 
and educated criminal justice professional.”

Become a Ferris Bulldog. Make an impact. 
Be the change.

Make an appointment 
with an academic advisor 
by calling our office at

(231) 995-1734
or visiting our website.

r
NMC

University
Center

a

Ferris State 
University

Traverse City
(231) 995-1734 

or (866) 857-1954 
www.ferris.edu/traversecity 

FerrisNorth@ferris.edu
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Northern Michigan: the 
remedy for nature deficit

Georg Schluender
Press Staff Writer

If you have chosen to live in Northern 
Michigan, it’s likely that the states wilderness 
and wildlife had something to do with that 
decision. Over 3,000 coastal miles of Great 
Lakes are connected by 36,350 miles of rivers 
and streams, the aquatic gems that surround 
our States peninsulas.

Weaving along these waterways are 2,379 
miles of abandoned railroads that have 
connected communities for centuries and 
been reborn as trail greenways. There are 
9,200 miles of roads less travelled by O.R.V., 
horseback, bike, skis, foot, and wildlife, while 
another 3,000 miles of park and state forest 
trails are only accessible to seasonal silent 
sports and include 875 miles on the nationally 
-recognized North Country Trail.

The ecological diversity includes 442 species 
of birds, 50 species of mammals, 30 species of 
reptiles (which includes two types of lizards, 
18 types of snakes, and 10 different types of 
turtles), 32 species of amphibious creatures, 
65 species of fish, 114 species of dragonflies 
and a 157 species of butterflies. All feed, mate 
and seek shelter amongst 282 species of native 
plants covering Michigan’s 96,810 square 
miles.

Given the proliferation of historical truths, 
maritime folklore, and ghost towns, we could 
wander upon on any given adventure. The 
culmination of 1,172 species with the whispers 
of our historical past propagates sights, sounds, 
smells, and taste. But these things often go 
unnoticed, casualties of the mind chatter that 
keeps us from the present moment.

Our busy lifestyles have disconnected us 
from this primordial charge, known today 
as “Earthing.” Offen called “grounding,” 
it simply means connecting to the Earth’s 
natural, negative surface charge by being 
barefoot outside or in bare skin contact with 
conductive systems indoors while you sleep, 
relax, or work. Connection with the Earth 
restores a lost electrical signal to the body that 
seems to stabilize the complicated circuitry 
of our essentially-electrical body. Our built- 
in self-regulating and self-healing mechanisms 
become more effective, with head-to-toe 
improvements including better blood flow, 
less pain and inflammation, more energy, and 
a deeper sleep.

The cure for our chronic nature deficit is a 
candy dish of Northern Michigan qualitative 
natural history experiences. This is a form of 
nature appreciation in which thinking, feeling, 
and acting are integrated deliberately in order 
to obtain the richest experiences possible from 
natural objects and occurrences. This felt 
significance of the effects of Earthing can be 
achieved by:

(1) Identifying the appreciating event such 
as the tiers of glacial recession from Alligator 
Point amongst the full summer foliage bursting 
with blossoming smells of wildflowers.

(2) Making the object or occurrence being 
appreciated meaningful. Like the last of the 
rose hip clinging to its branches in a brisk fall 
breeze, eerily leading you to the hippie tree 
haunting behind Grand Traverse Commons.

(3) Identifying and amplifying the 
sensations and emotions associated with the 
appreciated object or occurrence. Maybe the 
fear the fledgling great blue heron that had 
fallen from its nest may have felt watching the 
inquisitive otter move in for a kill of one of its 
own, or the whimsical excitement the otter felt 
as it weaved between uprooted cedar trees, its 
whiskers moving in a way that says, “I’m going 
to get’cha!”

(4) The opportunity for meanings and 
feelings to merge during tactile interactions 
with the appreciated object or occurrence 
is the essence of a qualitative natural history 
experience, one that allows for the felt 
significance of Earthing.

Earthing in Northern Michigan’s wilderness 
may cure daily unrest and illness; your 
appreciation of its natural history will enhance 
your focus, work performance, and respect 
for the place we call home. Earthing may also 
challenge you to hail the felt significance of 
a white pine and understand all it’s meant to 
the Natives, commerce, and ecology. You may 
listen to the spring call of an American robin 
and spend some time contemplating why it’s 
our state bird instead of the Kirtland warbler, 
about its felt significance to the ecology and 
commerce of Northern Michigan. Consider 
the porcupine—you can shoot quills at your 
mind chatter exposing such fallacies by sitting 
next to this prickly friend and observing its life 
instead of your own while Earthing together.

Background Photo by Steve Gastom 

Egret Photo by Georg Schluender
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