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President Bushtoleave

Upward Bound behind

President proposes funding cut for TRIO programs

GARRET ELLISON
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Since 1989, hundreds of low-
income students have come to
NMC through the Upward Bound
program, aspiring to be the first in
their family to attend college.

Now, the program that
guides students through the
rocky road of attending college
may become a thing of the past.
President Bush’s 2006 budget
recommendations include elimi-
nation of Upward Bound and

" Talent Search, two of the federal

TRIO programs.

Upward Bound is a federally
funded program that has pro-
vided assistance to high school
students from low-income fami-
lies, or families in which neither
parent holds a bachelor’s degree,
to prepare for and attend, col-
lege. Upward Bound was cre-
ated as part of President Lyndon
Johnson’s “War on Poverty” in
1965. Currently there are 770

programs in operation through-
out the country, helping more
than 56,000 kids each year.

NMC has operated an
extension of the program here
for 15 years, admitting 67 stu-
dents each year from area high
schools. Upward Bound recruits
students in the eighth grade,
then helps them identify goals
and academic strengths. The
staff also provides assistance
like tutoring, counseling, help
with admission and financial
aid paperwork. Most students
are dual-enrolled or in advanced
placement classes.

“We have a very high suc-
cess rate,” says Scott Herzberg, -
the Academic Coordinator for
Upward Bound here at NMC.
“One of our students just gradu-
ated from MIT.”

The help that Upward
Bound has given to these stu-
dents has allowed for opportuni-
ties that they, their families and

college staff members say they
wouldn’t have otherwise had.
Rachel Schaub, a senior at Tra-
verse City West, said it helped
her to become goal oriented.
Schaub was in attendance
with her father David at a spe-
cial meeting to help the Upward
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Bound students fill out the Free
Application For Financial Aid
(FAFSA) on Feb. 16, at 6 p.m.
in the Beckett Building. Luigi’s
pizza and pop were delivered
for the students, hunched over
computers with their parents,
pausing to ask questions of the

James Wilson, a future criminal justice major, gets help with
financial aid forms at an Upward Bound meeting on campus.

We hew to the line:
let the chips fall
where they may

NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

Feb. 28, 2005
Vol XXI No. 8
FREE

NMC'’s
White
Pine Press
takes it off: 1st nude cen-
terffold_ pg. 8 &9

roving counselors.

“They offer lots of help
with classes and finding options
for financial aid,” Schaub said.
Her father agrees.

“This has helped a lot,” he
added. “It’s all new to me.”

Jeff McCray, a senior at
Traverse City Central, is plan-

ning to attend Michigan Tech

" through Upward Bound, hop-

ing to major in Chemistry or
Chemical Engineering. His
mother, Mary, feels the program
put him on the right course.

“It’s helped him-all the way
through high school to pick the
right classes so he'd be accepted
to the right college in the first
place,” she said.

For many of those stu-
dents who benefit from Upward

2 Bound here at NMC, the loss

of the program would mean
more than just the loss of col-
lege preparatory

— continued on page 6 —

Governor pitches economic plan on campus

Granholm gets up close & personal with speech attendees

BRIAN GREWE
STAFF WRITER

Governor Granholm used
simple words and bold ideas to
sell her new budget plan to the
crowd of students, educators, and
community members who attend-
ed her speech at the Great Lakes
Campus on Feb. 17.

She showed that she was
comfortable in her own skin by
having a conversation with the
community instead of a stump
speech filled with talking points.
In an effort to get closer to the
audience, Granholm stepped out
from behind the podium and
walked down the center aisle,
asking people direct questions to
illustrate her nronosals.

The speech was highlighted
by the state’s need for a smarter
population, a revamped tax sys-
tem. and a business mentalitv

PHOTOS BY GARRET ELLISON

and unemployment rates and

that Michigan ranks in the

Granholm as a resource that the
state must use to train people

bottom third of states with
respect to college degrees.

Her goal is to dou-
ble the number of adults
with college degrees, which
would make Michigan the
most educated state in the
U.S., she said.

Part of her plan asks
universities and colleges to
roll over credits previously
earned for current degree
programs so that older stu-
dents can come back to
school on a fast track for a
useful degree.

The Merit Scholar-
ship would be changed under

for the jobs that will stay, which  Granholm’s plan to reward stu-

would include those in con-

dents who complete two vears of

the bar for the state’s young peo-
ple by emphasizing the comple-
tion of a degree.

The state must gear up for
competition in a global economy
by reinvesting in the jobs that
cannot be shipped overseas, Gran-
holm said.

“You cannot build roads here
in Michigan from China... you
cannot care for people from India
in hospitals here,” Granholm said.

To keep jobs in the state,
Granholm proposed a 40 percent
tax cut for small businesses, which
refocuses the single business tax
on profit margins. At present the
single business tax weighs heav-
ily on jobs and compensation,
which Granholm said provides an
“incentive for those jobs to leave.”

Granholm referred to her-
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MIKE HOCHSCHEIDT
STAFF WRITER

The NMC Maritime Academy hopes to double enrollment
in the next few years, graduating 40 students a year in an effort to
meet industry demands. Enrollment goals—moving from the cur-
rent enrollment of 105 to some 200 students within the next few
years—was one topic covered by Maritime Academy Superintendent
John Tanner in a Feb. 10 speech to the Maritime Heritage Society.

Tanner also detailed: current and future plans for harbor
improvement. Dredging already is underway to make a spot for the
training ship State of Michigan. A break wall also will be built to
the east, protecting the harbor from weather and shifting sand.

To help meet future transportation needs on the Great Lakes,
the Maritime Academy is partnering with the Universities of Wis-
consin and Minnesota to research what the Great Lakes cargo of the
future will be and what kinds of ships will be needed to transport
that cargo. So far, it looks as if “the cargo of the future is going to
be people,” Tanner told the group, a trend already evident on the
East Coast and throughout Europe. ®

ACLU begins NMC chapter

A college chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union has
been started through the student services center. Meetings will be
held every other Tuesday starting Feb. 22 at 5:30p.m. in the student
services office of west hall. Call Lisa Blackford at 995-1043 with

questions. ®

New exhibits featured at
Dennos Museum

The Dennos Museum is currently featuring the watercolors of
Charles Culver. Born in 1908, Culver worked at a commercial art
studio in Detroit spending summers in Bellaire. Many of his paint-
ings feature animals and landscapes of Michigan. The exhibit will
be on display until March 26. Also on display until March 26 is
the exhibition Finding Connections: The Museum Collection.
This exhibition draws relationships between works in the exhibition
Copley to Cassatt: American Paintings from the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts, and the museum’s collection. ®

Aviation program offers
GPS training

The Aviation Division of NMC is offering a new class to
teach the utilization of “global positioning systems” in the cock-
pit for instrument rated pilots. The course will focus GPS con-
cepts, terminology, regulation, and includes hands-on instruction
in a simulator. The course is six hours, and can be completed in
one day, or spread out over several. The program is offered at the
Flight Academy, located ta M-TEC off Aeropark Drive. Basic
cost is $380, with optional additional lessons in cross-country
scenarios using special equiptment. Call David Traines at 231-
995-2920 for information. ®

Upward Bound hiring for summer
Upward Bound needs dedicated students for a short full-time

position this summer. Applicants will be working with high school

students in the Upward Bound Summer Residential Program. Liv-
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Accounting
Professor, Marv
Studinger and his
class share some
money saving tips

ERIN CROWELL
STAFF WRITER

Wandering past the bookstore, you spy a
required textbook...and it’s on sale! Franti-
cally digging in your pockets, all you come up
with is a couple balls of lint, a tic tac, and yes-
terday’s theatre stub. Oh, yeah—you’re a broke
college student.

You are not alone in your financial situation.
Who wouldn’t want a little more cash in their bank
account? All we need is a little financial discipline, a
working plan, and some guidance. NMC accounting
instructor, Marv Studinger, and his evening account-
ing class have some advice for all us financially chal-
lenged spenders.

- WPP: So what financial advice would you give to

college students?

Studinger: Well, last night in my accounting class
(ACT 222), I asked my students what suggestions
they would give for student saving. I had them write
it down on a piece of paper, and I have a few of
them with me right here.

WPP: Wow, thats pretty neat. (Heres what they,

had to say): :

- Bring meals from home (even snacks).

- Have class times close together so you use less
gasoline (you don’t drive as much).

- Check to see if you can get textbooks online for
less money (I’ve saved $30-$75 per book before).

- Take advantage of tax credits/deduction.

- Look for scholarships and financial aide.

- Start a savings account. Try to save %10 of your
income, use this as short term emergency relief.

- Use tax refunds to pay off debt, especially credit
cards. They charge higher interest than you can
earn in the stock market.

- Stay away from bars and alcohol, or at least give
yourself an allowance (minimal) to use for said
purpose on a weekly basis.

- Put away $5 from every paycheck you get. It will
add up quicker than you think.

- Shop for clothes and gifts at Goodwill. Great
quality items can be found here atlow prices, and
these items are very unique. .

- Set the goal where it really won't be a hardship
each week.

- After your savings account reaches 1,500 (this
will vary), you can tell the bank to turn it into
a money market savings account or a different

account that pays more interest.

x| o~ S ~

- Pay cash, don’t use credit cards.

. WPP: So, could we ask you what advice you

would give? ,
Studinger: Well, some students have kids, they can'
use the child tax credit on their tax return form.
You'll also want to talk to someone such as a finan-
cial advisor, or you can go to H & R Block to dis-
cuss personal circumstances.

WPP: What kind of tax credits can we students
claim on our returns?

Studinger: You or your parents, if they claim you as
a dependent (even if you pay the tuition) are pos-
sibly eligible for the Hope Credit. It's 100 percent
of the first $1,000 in tuition and fees paid, and 50
percent of the next $1,000 paid, up to a maximum
of $1,500 in credit. You must have carried at least
six credits in one semester, and not completed the
first two years of post-secondary education as of the
begenning of the year.

WPP: Sounds complicated. Any other credits?
Studinger: The Lifetime Learning Credit is a maxi-
mum of 20 percent of tuition and fees paid (up to
$10,000 and a $2,000 maximum tax credit), and
covers those students no longer in their first two
years of post-secondary education. You do not need
to be a half-time student. Bug, if you can be claimed
as a dependent, your parents will get the credit, even
if you pay the tuition.

WPP: Any other advice?

Studinger: When you get your paycheck,
always pay yourself first. Pretend you owe your-
self. You can do as little as ten bucks a week.
Don’t touch it either. This defeats the purpose
of a savings account.

WPP: Not touching it is always hard to do.
Studinger: Yeah, you also should write down
where you spend your money. Do this for about
one or two weeks. By doing this, you can see
where you save money where you didn’t have to
spend it. Because when you spend money, you're
kind of saying, “this is my highest priority.” When
you go to the vending machine between class-

es you're doing this. Consciously think about it
and ask yourself if it is really such a priority to be
spending that money.
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Cuts in state & |
federal budget proposals

GARRET ELLISON
EDITOR IN CHIEF

On Feb. 10, Governor Gra-
nholm released her current year
budget proposal, which looked
to cut community college fund-
ing by 1.87 percent—a cut of
about $147,000 for NMC.

But the executive order only
got as far as the legislature floor.
On Feb. 17, the Senate rebuffed
her attempt to slice funding,
hours after being given the O.K.
by the House of Representatives.
Senate Republicans say Gran-
holm is breaking a promise not
to cut funding to public col-
leges and universities, which the
Governor agreed to last year in
return for lower tuition costs.

Overall, Granholm’s pro-
posal would cut $30 million
from higher education. She
hoped to offset this cut by
making $100 million available
to all community and private
colleges and universities for
building maintenance and capi-
tal projects. The money is non-
operational, and could not be
used for any other purposes.

This capital money

wouldn’t be quite as useful at
NMC, according to President
Tim Nelson. The college has
just recently completed several
major renovations and building
projects, and has none sched-
uled for next year.

The Governor must re-
issue another executive order
within 30 days, and the atmo-
sphere in Lansing is tense,
according to Gongwer News
Service. The rejection by the
Senate came as a surprise after
the unanimous vote of approval
by the House. The Governor’s
office issued statements prais- -
ing the House and blasting the
Senate, implying a lack of lead-
ership skills. In her appearance
at NMC on Feb 17, Granholm
called for an end to the bi-par-
tisan bickering she said plagues
the legislature.

The state has a projected
deficit this year of $381.7 mil-
lion. The state’s budget for
the current fiscal year must be
completed by October; NMC’s
own budget is completed in
June to coincide with the
school year.

Federal Level

On the federal level,
President Bush is taking the
machete to some well-estab-
lished programs and college
funding sources according to
NMC President Tim Nelson.

Bush has recommended
eliminating the Carl D. Per-
kins Vocational and Technical
Education Act. This is a major
source of funding for many
departments at NMC. It funds
professional development, staff-
ing, machine tools programs
at M-TEC, PLATO software,
capital equipment, instruction-
al support like tutoring, and
occupational grants to students.

This cut is likely to hit
the 2006-07 fiscal year bud-

“get. Should it pass, the cost to

NMC would be $267,873. If
cuts are made, then affected
programs might have to con-
tinue on without that money as
best they can.

“If Perkins funding goes

-away, we will have to evaluate

if we can compensate,” Nelson

said concerning finding supple-
mental funding to compensate

for the loss.

Another well-established
program on the chopping block
is the TRIO programs Upward
Bound, and Talent Search.
NMC has operated a success-
ful extension of Upward Bound
since 1989. (see front page
related story, editorial page 4).

Nelson cautions that these
programs have been on the
chopping block before and sur-
vived—under Nixon and Bush
St. They receive tremendous
support in Congress. He, and
Upward Bound Director Barb
Zupin, are urging people to
write their congressman. =
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On Feb. 11., The Health
and Science building was con-
verted to a luxurious nine-hole
golf course for the 2nd annual
Indoor Scholarship Open—
sponsored by the Wellness and
Ergonomic committee as a
scholarship fundraiser. Four-
somes traversed the course
with busy students and staff
acting as natural hazards. The
green for one of the holes

was in the waiting area of the
counseling center. Counseling
center staff cheered partici-

Scholarship Golf Open

Bill Hendlry goes for a birdie in the Health/Science Building on Feb. 11.

pants on as they made long
putts under various tables.
The tenth hole provided par-
ticipants with a luxurious
meal of hot dogs and burg-
ers. 33 golfers. participated
and $271 were raised for the
Commitment Scholarship pro-
gram. Bill Hendry of Human
Resources organized the event
at which anyone making a
hole-in-one was given a free
automobile. Nobody, however,
won the 2-inch tall toy car. ®
— NATHAN DEAN

Cultural perspectives debate heats up

HADASSAH VERSNICK
STAFF WRITER

A proposal to remove
one of the college’s three
“educational outcomes”—cultural
perspectives—caused such an
uproar among instructors and
staff members at a recent hearing
that the college’s policy council
sent the issue back to curriculum
committee for another look.

Some 40 staff members and
students crowded the Feb. 11

acknowledged that cultural
diversity is a tough outcome to
measure, but said over and over
that it’s well worth the effort.
“I think it is an important
goal in education to broaden
horizons and show the widest
possible picture in whatever
subject is taught, ” social science
instructor Jim Valovick said. “I
realize that some subjects don’t
lend themselves to this. Even
Algebra could do a little by
explaining that it was Muslim

of awareness that the world’s
knowledge and issues come
from deep and diverse roots.”
Others who spoke at the
hearing or in an active email
thread among faculty and staff
members, expressed concern
over the amount people in our
area learning about diversity.
“If we are exposing students

' to diversity, then they can in

turn take that back to their
own inner circle of family and
friends. This can trickle down

Currently, there are three
general education outcomes:
communications, critical thinking
and cultural perspectives. General
education outcomes are skills and
knowledge that NMC requires
students to have an understanding
of before graduation. They have
existed in their present state since
the 2000-2001 school year.

The curriculum committee
proposed the removal of cultural
perspectives for two main
reasons. First of all, there is a

figure out how the topic would
be relevant in certain classes.
John Zachman, chair of
curriculum committee, now
will be in charge of efforts to
look at how other colleges and
universities are approaching
the issue. He still wonders
whether the policy, as is, can be
measured, but wants to make
one thing clear. The proposal
to remove cultural diversity
from the general education
outcomes is “in no way” a
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