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On Jan. 19 at midnight, cam-
pus maintenance received a call that
there was flooding outside of the
front entrance to West Hall. The
water main leading to the building
had snapped and water was starting
to spread above ground, creating
a puddle that would soon become
more of an ice rink.

As a result of the leak, the
health department declared that
all water in West Hall, Founders
Hall, and the Health and Science
Building be boiled before drinking,
and maintained the ban for a full
48 hours. Notices were posted at
all faucets and drinking fountains
in all three buildings, as well as
other places.

According to John Parker of
campus maintenance, 48 hours
were required by the health
department in order to conduct
two water tests, approximately
24 hours apart, to ensure that
the water did not become con-
taminated.

A PEEK
'BEHIND
THE
SCENES!

GARRET ELLISON
EDITOR IN CHIEF

The day was Thursday, Jan. 20
and atop the steps to the Capitol
building in Washington D.C.,
President George W. Bush repeated
the same oath 42 other presidents
have repeated before him.

Several hundred yards away,
behind a sea of people, and pushed
up against a cold chain link fence,
NMC Student Government
President Nicholeen Frusti stamped
her feet on the ground to keep
warm as she attempted to see over
the thousands of people in front
of her. '

Fopsrpresenatys from

West Hall

SGA attends inaugural festivities

While this created a consider-
able inconvenience for students,
it was compounded by the fact
that the cafeteria, which provides
meals for both residence halls, is
also located in West Hall. In the
morning, the colorful Fiesta Ware
dishes were replaced by plastic
dishes which do not require wash-

ing. And the drink machines read

like an ad for the American Dairy
Association: “No juice. No water.
Drink milk.” :
According to Steven Berkshire -
of Aramark Corporation, which
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a gasket!

s the cafeteria; an emergency
plan was put into action. Water
used for washing is boiled and
purified water is kept in stock at
all times.

“It was primarily an inconve-
nience,” Berkshire commented.

“West Hall residents, however,
considered it more than an incon-

venienee, - especially
_; since the
s é" nearest

A 1‘& vﬁ{" bath-

i = A room-was

i ﬁ%& located in

g;!} ; Beiderman
: Building.

_ According
o West
Hall
Resident
Assistant
Shandi Rushing,
things were very hectic. As
an R.A,, she distributed one-gallon
jugs of clean water to each suite,
and warned residents not to drink
or brush their teeth with any tap
water. “And shower at your own

risk!” she said.

The water finally came back
on at about 1:30 a.m., but the
water was brown and dirty.

“Brown dirt came back up
with the water when I flushed the
toilet!”” Rushing exclaimed with
disgust. Residents were without
water for about six hours, but the
drinking ban continued for the full
48. To thank residents for their
patience, they were treated to free
pizzas on Friday night.

According to Elmer’s construc-
tion employee Andrew Carter, the
problem was exacerbated by the
fact that a 45-year old water main
had also been leaking. However,
no one knows for how long. The
pipe had a small crack, and the
combination of heavy precipitation
recently and the existent saturation
of the soil caused the line to break
and the water to rise to the surface.
The wet, slippery soil made fixing
the line difficult, because it con-
tinually refilled the hole after being

removed. ®

A 'back row’' seat to history |n the makmg

SGA—TJames Schaberg,
Terry Barr, Samantha
Russell and Nicholeen
Frusti—were in the
nation’s capitol Tuesday
through Friday to attend
the inauguration cer-
emonies and tour the
landmarks of Washington
DG

Cathy Muma, the
SGA advisor, also took
time to meet with legisla-
tors regarding her recent
experience in Haiti as part of a
homeland security team.

While bunking at a hotel
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group attended the “Party on the
Potomac” cocketail party at Phillips
restaurant on Tuesday night and
Schabcrg, who rcpresents NMCg
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Flight Academy on SGA, attended
a breakfast buffet with Senator
]ason Allen on '
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"Resolving golbal conflict" topic of forum Feb. 17

The fourth speech in a seven-part International Affairs Forum will be
held Feb. 17 at 6 p.m. in the Milliken Auditorium, with a pre-address
reception beginning at 5:15 p.m. in the sculpture court. Dr. Frederic
Pearson, Director of the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies at
Wayne State University, and head of the World Affairs Council, will
speak on “resolving global conflict.” Dr. Pearson has conducted research
on the settlement of civil wars through mediation and arms control.
Admission is free to all current educators and students. All other tick-
ets are $10 at the door or in advance. i

Inuit Exhibit Sent to Hope College

On Monday, Jan. 10, several pieces of the Dennos Museum’s Inuit
Exhibit were sent to Hope College in Holland Michigan. The pieces
were only a few of the 1,000 plus picces of Inuit art that make up the
Museum’s traveling exhibit. The exhibit will reside at Hope for several
weeks before returning home to Traverse City.

Osterlin Library gets new name

The Osterlin Library was given a new name. Recently, the Board of
Trustees voted in favor of changing the Library’s name from Osterlin
Library to Osterlin Building.

New positions filled on campus

The following positions have been filled for the Spring 2005 semester:
Debbie Bardsley — Assistant Educational Services; Mary Beeker —
Library Technical Assistant; Martha Carlton — Humanities Instructor;
Don Cunningham — University Center Library Technical Specialist;
Todd Haines — Custodian; Laura Jaquish — Science/Math Full Time
Faculty; Donna Palmer — University Center Administration Assistant;
Cheri Paul — College Relations Secretary; Rob Rider — Custodian;
Chris Ruszel — Business Office Accountant; David Sexton — Custodian;
Megan Young — Graphics and Printing coordinator.

Classic Comedies come to NMC

NMC is sponsoring a Spring Film Series featuring classic comedies
from the 1930s and 1940s. This series will feature many films by
writer/director Preston Sturges. Each film will begin at 7 p.m. and
will be preceded by a short introductory lecture. Locations will vary.
Further dates to come.

~ Thurs. Feb. 3 — It Happened One Night
(1934) Milliken Auditorium

~ Thurs. Feb. 10 — The Great McGinty
(1940) Milliken Auditorium

Aviation students migrate south for the winter

Although January is all snow and ice in Michigan, it’s a different
story in Florida. :

The NMC Flight Academy spent eight days of the winter break
on cross country flights designed to get students acquainted with long
hours in the cockpit.

It was great to get out of the weather and do a lot of training,” said
Charney Miller of Lake City, a third-year student.

Sixteen students and eight instructors left for Venice, Florida on
Jan. 4, and returned Jan.12.

Aviation students have been making this trip for seven years.

“It fits well with my philosophy for flight training because I believe
students need to experience long cross-country flights during their train-
ing period,” aviation director Bob Buttleman said.

~ FROM THE SOURCES MOUTH

Detective fiction expert Dr. Garyn Roberts shares some clues about

his popular class.

ERIN CROWELL
STAFF WRITER

Uncover hidden clues and unravel myster-
ies without leaving the college grounds. About
twenty students have immersed themselves in a
world of Sherlock Holmes and Alfred Hitchcock
in Dr. Garyn Robert’s Detective Fiction class, Eng
264. Dr. Roberts re-introduced the class this spring
semester, after its rest in the curriculum for over
seven years. WPP had the chance to sit down with
Dr. Roberts and find out a little more about this
intriguing class.

WPP: So, what inspired you to start this class?
‘Roberts: Well, I started it after I was Chair for the
Communications Department. [Detective Fiction]
meshes well with science fiction, it’s popular, and is
an engaging subject matter.

WPP: What's involved in the class? :
Roberts: Lots of things. Students look at a range of
crime fiction with different media and genres. They

read detective novels, watch movies and listen to radio

shows where they evaluate the basic story formula.
It’s more focused on analysis. They look at writing
situations and analytical pieces.

WPP: Do they get to write their own detective novel?
Roberts: Once they've been taught the story formula
they will eventually be able to write their own pieces.

WPP: What type of students do you generally have in
this class? .

Roberts: There are a lot of education majors.

WPP: Any repeats?

Roberts: I have several repeats. For some, this is their
third time. It’s a good subject matter with lots of
good students.

WPP: What do you think makes this class so popular?
Roberts: For one thing, its transferability is excellent.
Most universities such as Ferris and Grand Valley
State accept it.

WPP: Amen to transferability!

“It’s elementary” NMC. =

NMC Board of Trustees met Jan. 24
Barb Zupin is honored as NMC's employee of the semester

BRIAN GREWE
STAFF WRITER

At the recent Board of Trustees meeting, Barb
Zupin, Director of Upward Bound, was honored as
NMC'’s Employee of the Semester. Zupin said it has

_been a “tremendous opportunity” to work for the col-
lege.

The trustees also surprised Karen Anderson, who
stepped in for Kathleen Guy as Acting Executive Direc-
tor of College Relations and NMC Foundation, with a
special resolution recognizing her remarkable achieve-
ment in the past six months. Anderson thanked the
college for the opportunity. “I was happy to do it for
Kathleen,” she said.

Alison Collins, Director of the Center for Learn-
ing, reported the success of the center’s recently
completed renovations in a multi-media format. Tom
Auch filmed a seven-minute video for the board that
documented the day-to-day operations of the learning
center. Collins thanked the trustees for their support
and reiterated that the renovations have improved the
Center’s operation by “leaps and bounds.”

In other action items, the trustees:

* Increased the price of pre-sale tickets for the
NMC Barbecue, to be held this year on May 22, 2005,
from $4 to $5.

e Trustees Cheryl Gore Follette and Robert
Brick took oaths of office; this is Follette’s third term as
trustee and third year as Board Chairperson.

*  Marguerite Cotto presented an update on the
Grand Traverse Bay Shoreline Enhancement Proposal,
which hopes to address the water run-off problem at
Sunset Park. =
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President outlines state funding woes
at mid-semester conference

GARRET ELLISON
EDITOR IN CHIEF

A lone man walked across the
Milliken stage while the NMC fac-
ulty and staff listened intently. The
president was giving his mid-year
“State of the College” speech.

On Thursday, Jan. 13 at 9
a.m., President Tim Nelson out-
lined his strategy to position the
college to thrive in what he termed
a “permanent whitewater environ-
ment” of uncertainty.

“Organizations always need
to be asking: Are we doing the
right thing?” Nelson explained.
The college needs to be constantly
evaluating whether the old models
are working, given the state of the
economy and increasing state and
federal scrutiny of higher education.

“We must continue to keep
learning at the center,” Nelson said
while giving his presentation to the
entire NMC faculty and staff.

He made clear that college
funding from the state government
was looking dismal. For the last 10
years, state funding has continually
dropped, and it looks like the trend
will continue, Nelson said. Federal
funding has continued to stay about
the same, he said, but there has
been pressure nationally to raise
tuition to offset the cuts from the
state.

“The student now pays a high-
er percentage of the cost of higher
education than they have in the
past, and that will occur again next
year,” Nelson said. Over the last
years, tuition has increased about
2 percent on average, although the
NMC Board of Trustees has yet to
discuss a tuition hike for 2005.

A recently completed report
by the Cherry Commission—a
group convened by Gov. Granhom
to study the future of Michigan’s
higher education system—was also

discussed at length.

“It could theoretically re-
arrange the landscape of higher
education,” Nelson said of the find-
ings. The controversial report, con-
ducted last fall, looked at education
in the state of Michigan ranging
from pre-K to 4-year universities. It
is designed to help the state reach
some ambitious goals like doubling
the number of college graduates
and more efficiently aligning higher
education with employment oppor-
tunities. But, it is clear that there is
no new funding available for these
changes. Whether the report has
any real teeth in Lansing is yet to be
determined. '

The Governor is likely to
cover the Cherry Commission
findings, and the outlook for
higher education funding in her
State of the State address on Feb.
8, and in her budget proposal to be
submitted on Feb 12. =

New groups

HADASSAH VERSNICK
STAFF WRITER

Starting this spring, when you
head out on the bay for a quick
sail between classes, or the TART
trail for a short bike ride, you can
say you're actually on a school-
related activity.

The Student Government
Association recently allocated funds
to 18 different organizations and
departments including two newly
formed groups—the Sailing Asso-
ciation and the Cycling Team. The
Sailing Association received $7,000

benefit from SGA grants

of their $9,500 request, mostly

for start-up expenses, including
equipment like buoys and sails. The
Cycling Team received $1,720
of their $3,500 request to offset
the cost of three races, NMC
cycling team jerseys and reserve
start-up funds.

Also funded were the Interna-
tional Students Club, NMC Native
American Group, and the Profes-
sional Engineers, who are build-
ing a car for a major competition
in which they’ll compete mostly
against large universities.

Student Government
awarded a total of $55,878 out of
$68,665 requested.

Any student organization,
department, or instructor can
request funding from Student Gov-
ernment by writing a bid proposal
stating how much they are request-
ing, and what it is to be used for.
Requests can be submitted at any
time spring semester.

According to Student Govern-
ment President Nicholeen Frusti,
the philosophy behind the SGA’s

allocations this year is to unite all

Activities at the museum — Amber Bogart

N

helps her daughter Journey write her name on a mural
during Family Day at the Dennos Museum on Jan. 8. Visi-
tors were treated to a TSO Family Symphony concert, and
the galleries were opened up to many hands-on activities

for children of all ages.

the student organizations on cam-
pus and give them the support they
need to prosper.

“We want culturally enrich-
ing activities to further enhance
our education, things relevant

Group

to the age and interests of our
students on campus,” she said,
“and the best way to achieve that
was by supporting the myriad of
student organizations.” ®
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